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EPHESIANS LESSON 14
God Gave Us What?

 We like it when God “richly supplies us 
with all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17).

 But sometimes God’s “gifts” leave us 
wondering – Paul implored the Lord 
three times to remove his “thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me” (2 Cor. 12:9) and God’s “gift” was a 
refusal.

God’s Gifts

The Giver – Jesus the victor.
The Gifts – apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
and pastors / teachers.
The Ripple Effect – APEP/T equip saints ➔
saints do ministry ➔ both build body ➔ all 
attain unity.
The Results – no longer children but all 
grown up.

God’s Gifts in Eph. 4

We have each been given 
“a personalized grace 
package.”
This is about a ratio –
each package says 
something about the gift-
giver.
Eph. 5:2 – Christ loves us 
and gave Himself up for 
us.
Our gifts are not “token” 
but spare no expense.

7But to each 
one of us 
grace was 
given 
according to 
the measure 
of Christ’s 
gift.

The Giver
Image: A conquering 
general who rewards his 
subjects.

The “gifts” he gives are 
people (cf. vs. 8 & vs. 11).

This is autobiographical 
for Paul! He is both a 
prisoner (4:1) and apostle 
(1:1).

Was Paul a “white-
elephant gift?”

8Therefore it 
says, “When 
He ascended 
on high, He 
led captive a 
host of 
captives, And 
He gave gifts 
to men.”

The Giver

Paul blows the lid off one of 
the enemy’s most potent lies: 
God cannot use you!

God gave what?
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Satan’s Army? When He had disarmed 
the rulers and authorities, He made a public 
display of them, having triumphed over 
them through Him (Col. 2:15).

All of Us? He has sent Me to proclaim 
release to the captives (Luke 4:18) / they 
may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will (2 Tim. 2:26).

Who are the Captives?
His ascension 
was not a one 
way trip – but 
the return leg of 
a round trip.

His successful 
“conquest” 
demonstrates 
His supremacy.

He is qualified 
to give gifts!

9(Now this expression, 
“He ascended,” what 
does it mean except that 
He also had descended 
into the lower parts of the 
earth? 
10He who descended is 
Himself also He who 
ascended far above all 
the heavens, so that He 
might fill all things.)

The Giver
The “gifts” are people!

Four specific groups; 
group four has two sub-
sets.

Charter witnesses, voices 
of divine revelation, 
itinerant church planters, 
local church shepherds / 
teachers.

11And He 
gave some 
as apostles, 
and some as
prophets, and 
some as
evangelists, 
and some as
pastors and 
teachers,

The Gifts

We are still reaping 
benefits from all four 
today.

Pastors / teachers = local 
shepherds / truth-brokers.

“As an expression of 
grace, I am giving you 
people who will be your 
life-coaches and help you 
become effective in 
ministry.”

11And He 
gave some 
as apostles, 
and some as
prophets, and 
some as
evangelists, 
and some as
pastors and 
teachers,

The Gifts
APEP/T equip saints ➔
saints do ministry ➔ both 
build body ➔ all attain 
unity.

“Equipping” involves 
transformation (Luke 
6:40) and restoration (Gal. 
6:1).

This produces usefulness 
in ministry (2 Pet. 1:8).

12for the 
equipping of 
the saints for 
the work of 
service, to 
the building 
up of the 
body of 
Christ; 

Ripple Effect
Saints are ministers, not 
APEP/T.

Beware the heresy of the 
comma: ➊Equip, 
➋Ministry, ➌Edification.

These are dominoes!

12for the 
equipping of 
the saints for 
the work of 
service, to 
the building 
up of the 
body of 
Christ; 

Ripple Effect
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“The New Testament concept of the pastor is 
not of a person who jealously guards all ministry 
in his own hands, and successfully squashes all 
lay initiatives, but of one who helps and 
encourages all God’s people to discover, 
develop and exercise their gifts. His teaching 
and training are directed to this end, to enable 
the people of God to be a servant people, 
ministering actively but humbly according to 
their gifts in a world of alienation and pain. 
Thus, instead of monopolizing all ministry 
himself, he actually multiplies ministries” – Stott, 
J. R. W.

Ripple Effect
“The New Testament concept of the pastor is 
not of a person who jealously guards all ministry 
in his own hands, and successfully squashes all 
lay initiatives, but of one who helps and 
encourages all God’s people to discover, 
develop and exercise their gifts. His teaching 
and training are directed to this end, to enable 
the people of God to be a servant people, 
ministering actively but humbly according to 
their gifts in a world of alienation and pain. 
Thus, instead of monopolizing all ministry 
himself, he actually multiplies ministries” – Stott, 
J. R. W.

Ripple Effect

Pastor Next will be a growth asset and 
ministry coach for the ministers 
(congregation) of Faith Baptist.

Ripple Effect

Four endpoints –
unity, knowledge, 
maturity, likeness.

ID with Christ is the 
start-point!

Unity can only be 
realized when a 
congregation is 
engaged in ministry & 
maturing.

13until we all attain 
to the unity of the 
faith, and of the 
knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a 
mature man, to 
the measure of 
the stature which 
belongs to the 
fullness of Christ.

Ripple Effect

Summary so far for Eagle:
Humility: I am more interested in your good than 
what I want.

Gentleness: The manner of my response to 
you is focused on your maximum benefit.

Patience: The timing of my response to you is 
focused on your maximum benefit.

Bearing with one another in love: I will filter out 
the inconsequential and focus on what matters 
most to your growth.  

What could we study?
Result #1 (negative): No 
longer like children 
manning a boat in the 
storm.

Without the ripple effect,  
we are vulnerable to the 
latest pseudo-Christian 
fads and being played by 
the enemy of our souls.

14As a result, we 
are no longer to 
be children, 
tossed here and 
there by waves 
and carried about 
by every wind of 
doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, 
by craftiness in 
deceitful 
scheming;

Results
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Do you have a coach? Are you allowing 
him to speak into your life?
Are you being equipped by your coach for 
ministry?
Are you having impact for Christ in the lives 
of others through this ministry?
Would these others consider you an asset 
to their transformation in Christ?
“No” to any one question = kids in the boat!

Ripple Power
Result #2 (positive): 
Growing into a “chip off 
the old block.”

How? Truth + love (takes 
both) – Ripple Power 
makes this possible.

Without truth telling (in 
love) the church will be 
destroyed.

15but speaking 
the truth in 
love, we are to 
grow up in all 
aspects into 
Him who is the 
head, even 
Christ,

Results
This is unity not 
uniformity.

“Every joint” / “every 
individual part” is 
working properly.

Core Objectives: 
Unity (comple-
mentarity not 
uniformity), maturity, 
love.

16from whom the 
whole body, being 
fitted and held 
together by what 
every joint supplies, 
according to the 
proper working of 
each individual part, 
causes the growth of 
the body for the 
building up of itself 
in love.

Results

Ask God to bring us a shepherd who is an 
equipper – who knows how to help and 
encourage us in the ministries to which 
God has called us.

Bring us someone who can help us with 
health, fitness, and effectiveness.

As we wait, ask your current shepherd for 
growth assistance and ministry coaching!

Apps

Ask yourself, “What am I currently doing to 
grow? To help someone else grow?”

If I left the area, who would say, “I am 
losing someone who is an asset to my 
growth?”

Am I believing the lie that God cannot use 
me?

Am I believing the lie that I am on my own?

Apps

Am I believing the lie that God has given 
me a “white elephant gift?”

Will I trust that all God’s “withholding” is 
good?

Apps


