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EPHESIANS LESSON 25
How Wisdom Lives at Home

Eph. 6:1-4

Do you ever wonder, 
“Have I really 
accomplished 

anything?”

• Paul exhorts us to walk wisely, to make our 
time count, by being filled with the Spirit 
(5:15-21). This type of walk will show itself 
in submission…

• Wives to Husbands (5:22-33)

• Children to Parents (6:1-4)

• Servants to Masters (6:5-9)

Overview Matching Pairs

Wives, submit to 
your husbands as 
to the Lord.

Children, obey 
your parents in 
the Lord.

Slaves, be 
obedient to your 
masters as to the 
Lord.

Husbands, love your 
wives as Christ loved the 
church.

Fathers, reasonably 
bring up your children in 
the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.

Masters, do good to your 
servants knowing your 
Master is in heaven. 
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Paul is addressing children –
this is different!

Two commands for kids: 
Obey and Honor

Obey = do what parents ask / 
desire

Honor = acknowledge parents 
authority / give them love and 
respect

“Children, 
obey your 
parents in 
the Lord, for 
this is right. 
Honor your 
father and 
mother

Children

4 reasons to obey and 
honor:

This is right.

This is a “first 
commandment.”

(which is the 
first 
commandment 
with a 
promise), so 
that it may be 
well with you, 
and that you 
may live long 
on the earth.

Children

Children

4 reasons to obey and 
honor:

This is right.

This is a “first 
commandment.”

Doing so promotes your 
good.

Doing so prolongs your 
life.

(which is the 
first 
commandment 
with a 
promise), so 
that it may be 
well with you, 
and that you 
may live long 
on the earth.

Children
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Ephesians says “in the Lord;” 
Colossians says “in 
everything” – which is it?

“in the Lord” = as an 
expression of your devotion to 
the Lord

Submission to the Lord 
ignites an ability for children 
to obey their parents from the 
heart.

“Children, 
obey your 
parents in 
the Lord,
for this is 
right. Honor 
your father 
and mother

Children

Obedience and honor toward 
parents is a window into 
obedience and honor toward 
the Lord.

Jesus is our model – “and he 
continued in subjection to 
them” (Luke 2:51).

This will become increasingly 
rare!

“Children, 
obey your 
parents in 
the Lord,
for this is 
right. Honor 
your father 
and mother

Children

But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come. For men will be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, 
revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-control, 
brutal, haters of good, treacherous, 
reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its 
power; Avoid such men as these (2 Timothy 
3:1–5).

Is there an expiration date on 
this command?

“in the Lord” means this is not 
about merely external 
obedience.

“Children, 
obey your 
parents in 
the Lord,
for this is 
right. Honor 
your father 
and mother

Children
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Children

What is the most significant thing 
you can do as a son / daughter?
Respond to your parents the 
same way you would respond to 
the Lord. 

Certainly this command 
pertains to mothers – but 
fathers are key!

This is revolutionary to the 
pater familias concept.

Negative: Do not provoke (or 
exasperate) your children.

“Fathers, do 
not provoke 
your 
children to 
anger, but 
bring them 
up in the 
discipline 
and 
instruction 
of the Lord.”

Parents

• Make irritating or unreasonable demands 
which make no allowances for the 
inexperience and immaturity of children.

• Use sarcasm or ridicule

• Use harshness and cruelty

• Administer arbitrary or inconsistent discipline

• Use anger – the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of God (James 
1:19–20).

Ways to Anger Your Children
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A father who abuses his 
authority is no better than a 
son who defies it!

Bottom line: Relate to your 
children the way God relates 
to you as your Father.

Note: Teens will rattle the 
safety bar!

“Fathers, do 
not provoke 
your 
children to 
anger, but 
bring them 
up in the 
discipline 
and 
instruction 
of the Lord.”

Parents

“Bring them up” = provide a 
steady supply of spiritual 
nourishment

Discipline refers to the 
“incentive plan”

“Instruction” refers to the 
“content guide”

“Fathers, do 
not provoke 
your 
children to 
anger, but 
bring them 
up in the 
discipline 
and 
instruction 
of the Lord.”

Parents
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your children what God wants 
them to know.

This is not indoctrination but 
instruction – helping your 
children use God’s truth as a 
guide for life.

You can delegate some tasks 
but cannot surrender this 
responsibility.

“Fathers, do 
not provoke 
your 
children to 
anger, but 
bring them 
up in the 
discipline 
and 
instruction 
of the Lord.”

Parents
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This is a rescue ministry –
“foolishness is bound up in 
the heart of your child”

Daniel is an example of the 
end product we seek!

“Fathers, do 
not provoke 
your 
children to 
anger, but 
bring them 
up in the 
discipline 
and 
instruction 
of the Lord.”

Parents

What is the most significant thing 
you can do as a parent?
Relate to your children the way 
Father relates to you and teach 
your children how to become 
what Jesus desires.

What is the most significant thing 
you can do as a parent?
What if my days as a parent are 
long past?

“When young adults between ages 18-35 
were polled nationwide and asked: “What 
would draw you or keep you at a church?” 
they listed the following four tenets: 1) 
community, 2) social justice, 3) depth, and 
4) mentorship. A youth group culture 
geared toward entertainment is not working. 
Face it: We cannot out-entertain the world. If 
discipleship programs hinge on amusement, 
they’ll come now but won’t stay later. Why 
would they?”
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There are young people in this 
church and in this community who 
want a relationship with a wise, 
mature mentor. They want to talk 
to someone about things that 
matter. 

Do you ever wonder, 
“Have I really 
accomplished 

anything?”


