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EPHESIANS LESSON 28
Understand Your Enemy!

Eph. 6:10-12

I.  Core Command

“Finally” – you cannot walk 
in unity, a whole new way, 
in love, as children of light, 
and in wisdom without this 
key.

Core command = “be 
strong” = present, passive, 
imperative. Maintain 
strength!

Finally, be 
strong in the 
Lord and in 
the strength 
of His might.

I.  Core Command

Two strengtheners:

The presence of the Lord 
– “I am With You”

The supernatural 
resources which the Lord 
makes available to those 
who belong to Him – the 
panoply (panoplia).

Finally, be 
strong in the 
Lord and in 
the strength 
of His might.

II. Battle Preparation

A.  The Panoply

Put on = present, 
imperative =habitual

Panoply = complete battle 
resource set

“of God” = This set has 
been manufactured and 
made available by God –
fully capable!

Put on the 
full armor of 
God, so that 
you will be 
able to stand 
firm against 
the schemes 
of the devil.

II. Battle Preparation

B.  The Objective
“so that you will be able” = 
resultant ability
“stand firm” = undeterred, 
uncompromised
“schemes” = plans for evil 
that involve mind hacks
Devil – he is real and he is 
our enemy! Only 33% 
agree!

Put on the 
full armor of 
God, so that 
you will be 
able to stand 
firm against 
the schemes 
of the devil.

II. Battle Preparation

C.  The Recon Report

“struggle” indicates ardor / 
wrestling

Who is not the enemy

Who is the enemy – 4 sub-
groups

For our struggle is 
not against flesh 
and blood, but 
against the rulers, 
against the 
powers, against 
the world forces of 
this darkness, 
against the 
spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the 
heavenly places
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II. Battle Preparation

C.  The Recon Report

Rulers = admin / organized

Powers = force agents

World forces of darkness = 
planet-wide truth clouders
– sow doubt, denial, 
disregard, and resistance 
to truth

For our struggle is 
not against flesh 
and blood, but 
against the rulers, 
against the 
powers, against 
the world forces of 
this darkness, 
against the 
spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the 
heavenly places

II. Battle Preparation

C.  The Recon Report

Spiritual forces of 
wickedness target the 
flesh.

Promote pursuit of physical 
or material satisfaction, joy, 
and fulfillment (apart from 
God).

Operations not confined to 
earth / covert efficiency!

For our struggle is 
not against flesh 
and blood, but 
against the rulers, 
against the 
powers, against 
the world forces of 
this darkness, 
against the 
spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the 
heavenly places

We would all love to 
spend our days in 

undisturbed tranquility 
enveloped in the love 
of family and the rich  

fellowship of the saints.

Christianity is not an 
escapist religion. Eph. 

6:10-20 is a call to 
arms!

The Christian Life 
involves movement in 
one of two directions.

1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

• We need a strength that comes from God: 
Our enemy is organized, powerful, and 
very capable at disinformation and 
appealing to our baser instincts.

• Our talent, intellect, ability and 
organization is not the key to ministry.

• But we do have a part to play. 

Six Key Principles
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1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

2. Go full panoply! 

• We have been given a 7 component 
toolkit which, when used as a complete 
set, will neutralize spiritual opposition. 

Six Key Principles

1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

2. Go full panoply!

3. The mission field is not the enemy. 

• We are to love our enemies and pray for 
those who persecute us.

• Their opposition is the product of spiritual 
blindness caused by our true enemy. 

Six Key Principles

1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

2. Go full panoply!

3. The mission field is not the enemy.

4. Protect the lifeboat. 

• Satan’s goal is to thwart the lifeboat 
process. 

Six Key Principles

1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

2. Go full panoply!

3. The mission field is not the enemy.

4. Protect the lifeboat.

5. Use the enemy’s signal.

Six Key Principles

But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 
for a wide door for effective service has 
opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries (1 Cor. 16:8–9).

If you are living for self, living 
the good life, living for personal 
pleasure, enjoying life – don’t 

be surprised if there is no 
opposition!

Jesus says, “Behold, I am 
sending you out as sheep 

among ravenous wolves.” Get 
this picture in your mind so that 

you are not shocked by it.
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Use the enemy’s opposition to 
ID William Carey land mines: “I 

am not afraid of failure…

1. Self-sufficiency will fail!

2. Go full panoply!

3. The mission field is not the enemy.

4. Protect the lifeboat. 

5. Use the enemy’s signal.

6. Look through the cross.

• This is our assurance of victory 

Six Key Principles

“When Paul urges us to draw upon the 
power, might and strength of the Lord 
Jesus (verse 10), he uses exactly the 
same trio of words which he has used 
in 1:19 (dynamis, kratos and ischus) in 
relation to God’s work of raising Jesus 
from the dead” – Stott, J. R. W. (1979).

Therefore, since the children share in 
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 
also partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him 
who had the power of death, that is, the 
devil (Hebrews 2:14).

The panoply taps into cross-power so that  
we can successfully resist a superior foe.

Therefore, since the children share in 
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 
also partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him 
who had the power of death, that is, the 
devil (Hebrews 2:14).

So do you want to take advantage of what 
Jesus offers you or not?


