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EPHESIANS LESSON 36
Who is the guy?

For you showed sympathy to the 
prisoners and accepted joyfully 
the seizure of your property, 
knowing that you have for 
yourselves a better possession 
and a lasting one (Hebrews 
10:34).

It’s not what we would expect!

What this prisoner wants the 
Ephesians to pray for (6:19-20)

What this man in lock-down wants the 
Ephesians to know (6:21-22)

What this man with an uncertain 
future prays with confidence for the 
Ephesians (6:23-24)

Outline

It’s not what we would expect!

Prisoner’s Request

What we would 
expect: Improvement 
of conditions / 
release.
Paul has prior 
experience of 
miraculous release!  


“and pray on my 
behalf, that utterance 
may be given to me 
in the opening of my 
mouth, to make 
known with boldness 
the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in 
chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may 
speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak.

We want God to alter the 
circumstances instead of using 
the circumstances to alter us!

When we encounter circumstances 
that we wouldn’t have chosen for 

ourselves…

Prisoner’s Request

Utterance = the word 
to say = Request #1.
Boldness = the 
courage to say it 
without compromise = 
Request #2.
Mystery – Gospel is a 
black box
I am a kingdom 
ambassador

“and pray on my 
behalf, that utterance
may be given to me 
in the opening of my 
mouth, to make 
known with boldness 
the mystery of the 
gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in 
chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may 
speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak.
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Prisoner’s Concern

What we would expect: 
“I feel so alone.”
What we hear, “I want 
you to be encouraged, 
Ephesians.”
Paul releases 
someone to “the 
greater need.” 

But that you also 
may know about 
my 
circumstances, 
how I am doing, 
Tychicus, the 
beloved brother 
and faithful 
minister in the 
Lord, will make 
everything known 
to you.

Prisoner’s Concern

Paul is more 
concerned for the 
Ephesians’ good than 
the benefit he would 
receive from having 
Tychicus stay!
He implements a plan: 
Letter plus emissary.

I have sent him 
to you for this 
very purpose, so 
that you may 
know about us, 
and that he may 
comfort your 
hearts.

Prisoner’s Prayer

Paul asks the Father 
and Jesus to give the 
Ephesians 3 things.
Peace = peace with 
God, each other, and 
in the heart.
Love with faith = love 
that produces 
faithfulness.

Peace be to the 
brethren, and 
love with faith, 
from God the 
Father and the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. Grace be 
with all those 
who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
with incorruptible 
love.

Prisoner’s Prayer

Grace = sustaining 
grace.
“with incorruptible 
love” = just “in 
incorruptible”
Incorruptible = an 
“eschatalogical
bookend.”

Peace be to the 
brethren, and 
love with faith, 
from God the 
Father and the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. Grace be 
with all those 
who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
with incorruptible 
love.

Prisoner’s Prayer

Paul is asking God to 
pour out sustaining 
grace on all who love 
Jesus, and to do so all 
the way to eternity 
where we will be free 
from the pull of death 
and sin.

Peace be to the 
brethren, and 
love with faith, 
from God the 
Father and the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. Grace be 
with all those 
who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
with incorruptible 
love.

We want God to alter the 
circumstances, we want others 
to feel our pain, and we fixate 
on the details and concerns of 
our immediate situation.

When we encounter circumstances 
that we wouldn’t have chosen for 

ourselves…
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He wants to minister well in this 
challenging situation, wants to 
comfort others, and does not 
lose sight of what really 
matters.

When Paul encountered 
circumstances that he wouldn’t 

have chosen for himself…

How did Paul do this?

And we know that God causes all things 
to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose. For those 
whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of 
His Son, so that He would be the 
firstborn among many brethren (Romans 
8:28–29).

Prisoner’s Secret

Now I want you to know, brethren, that 
my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel, so 
that my imprisonment in the cause of 
Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard 
and to everyone else” (Philippians 1:12–
13).

Prisoner’s Secret

Not that I speak from want, for I have 
learned to be content in whatever 
circumstances I am. I know how to get 
along with humble means, and I also know 
how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret 
of being filled and going hungry, both of 
having abundance and suffering need. I 
can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me (Philippians 4:11–13).

Prisoner’s Secret

He trusts God who has 
specifically ordered his 

circumstances to promote his 
growth and ministry 

effectiveness!

When Paul encounters 
circumstances that he wouldn’t 

have chosen for himself…

Will you ask God for His help 
so that you become what He 
desires through the situation?

When you encounter 
circumstances that you wouldn’t 

have chosen for yourself…


