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EPHESIANS LESSON 8
Peace-Child

Outline of Ephesians 1

• The Bottom Line: God has reserved for us 
every benefit that grace provides with 
nothing held back.

• Prayer: The more your eyes are open to 
who God is, the greater your confidence in 
His promise.

Outline of Ephesians 2

•Before & After

•2:1-10 – Dead but Now Alive
•Dead in sin But God made us alive

•2:11-22 – Outside but Now In
•But Now you who were far off have 
been brought near

After

But Now In Christ Jesus
Outsiders Have Been 
Brought Into the Inner 

Circle
By His Blood

14 For He 
Himself is 
our peace, 
who made 
both groups 
into one and 
broke down 
the barrier of 
the dividing 
wall, 

•He is our peace-child

•He placed both J & G 
on a common footing

•He shattered the 
ceiling (with God) and 
shattered the walls 
(between J & G).   

How?

15 by abolishing 
in His flesh the 
enmity, which is
the Law of 
commandments 
contained in 
ordinances, so 
that in Himself He 
might make the 
two into one new 
man, thus
establishing 
peace, 

•Jewish / Gentile 
relations have been 
marked by hostility.

•He dispelled the 
notion that we must 
“get Jewish” to get 
saved.

•Jesus kicked off 
something new! 

How?
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Note:
“The Law of Commandments 
in ordinances” is about rituals 
like ceremonial washing, diet, 
and avoiding “unclean” 
things.

16 and might 
reconcile them 
both in one body 
to God through 
the cross, by it 
having put to 
death the enmity

•At the cross, Jesus 
put to death hostility.

•He abolished the 
vertical hostility.

•And horizontal 
hostility.

•The cross is where 
peace originates! 

How?

17 And He came 
and preached 
peace to you who 
were far away, 
and peace to 
those who were 
near; 
18 for through 
Him we both have 
our access in one 
Spirit to the 
Father. 

•Proximity does not 
matter.

•Peace with God and 
peace with each 
other is available to 
all in Christ.

•With this peace 
comes access! 

How?

So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God’s household, having 
been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom 
the whole building, being fitted together, is 
growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together into 
a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Result
• So then = result

• Jesus’ peace initiative takes strangers and 
makes them…

• Saints

• Members of God’s household

• A temple aligned with Jesus and stabilized 
by  his servants

• A people among whom God is at home. 

Result
• Separate from Christ

• No Messiah  – no leader / no Savior
• Excluded from the commonwealth

• No benefits of holy society – “every man for 
himself” living

• Strangers to…promise
• No prospects for change –status quo only

• Having no hope
• No possibility of improvement – no change

• Without God
• In dark about God – no truth

Before
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• Brought near
• Able to live in closest of proximity to God

• He…is our peace
• Cessation of hostility between men and God

• Access…to the Father
• No restrictions upon communication with Father

• Fellow citizens with the saints
• Inclusion within the “inner circle”

After

• Of God’s household
• Best of familial connections

• Dwelling of God
• Living tabernacle replacements!

After

• Separate from 
Christ

• Not in 
commonwealth

• Strangers to 
promise

• No hope

• Without God

• Brought near

• He is our peace

• Access to Father

• Citizenship with 
saints

• In God’s 
household

• Dwelling for God

Before After

You now face a daily choice: 
Whose opinion of you will you 
accept?

1 Corinthians 4:3
But to me it is a very small thing that I may 
be examined by you, or by any human 
court; in fact, I do not even examine 
myself. 

• I am the Spirit’s current shop project and 
He is a master craftsman – He knows what 
He’s doing.

• His objective is for God to feel at home in 
me.

• It is not possible to replace animosity with 
peace without coming to the cross. Come 
to the cross first in order to reconcile.

Life Points
• Despite what he might declare of himself, 
someone who refuses to reconcile with 
another betrays himself as a stranger to the 
cross.

• The cross is a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles (1 Cor. 1:23).

• We have been granted an “all access pass” 
to God!

Life Points


