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An Introduction to Grace – Romans 5:1-2

Sermon #1

But only by standing in the darkened circle.

And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, 
and this shall be the sign to you that it is 
I who have sent you: When you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall worship God at this mountain”
(Exodus 3:12).

Moses’ First Contact with God
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Israel’s Appointment
So it came about on the third day, when it 
was morning, that there were thunder and 
lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the 
mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so 
that all the people who were in the camp 
trembled. And Moses brought the people out 
of the camp to meet God, and they stood at 
the foot of the mountain (Exodus 19:16–17).

Terrifying Realization
All the people perceived the thunder and the 
lightning flashes and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking; and 
when the people saw it, they trembled and 
stood at a distance. Then they said to Moses, 
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but 
let not God speak to us, or we will die”
(Exodus 20:18-19).

Terrifying Realization

We don’t belong 
here! Everything 
inside us shouts our 
unholiness. We are 
not prepared to 
stand before a holy 
God?

I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth made of hair, and 
the whole moon became like blood; and the 
stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great 
wind. The sky was split apart like a scroll 
when it is rolled up, and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places.
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Then the kings of the earth and the great 
men and the commanders and the rich and 
the strong and every slave and free man hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks 
of the mountains; and they said to the 
mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and 
hide us from the presence of Him who sits on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 
for the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand” (Revelation 6:12–
17)?

 As we near the end, the “big shots” ask, 
“who is able to stand” (Rev. 6:15-17)?

 This is the question of the ages, the same 
question (although expressed in different 
words) that Israel was asking.

 This is a perfectly reasonable question!  

 Before sin entered the world, enjoying God 
and His company was a natural delight.

 After sin, Adam and Eve wanted to hide from 
God and instinctively knew that their 
unholiness separated them from God.

 Every son of Adam and daughter of Eve 
knows the same sickening sensation. 

 Sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry -
On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming (Colossians 3:5-6). 

 A day is coming. The wrath of God will fall 
like a consuming fire and every son of Adam 
and daughter of Eve stands in its path.

 Sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry -
On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming (Colossians 3:5-6). 

 This is what Israel knew at the mountain. This 
is what all mankind knows when the 6th seal 
is broken.

 “Have I any pleasure in the death of the 
wicked,” declares the Lord God, “and not 
rather that he should turn from his way and 
live” (Ezekiel 18:23-24)? 

 God prefers to impart life, not wrath!
 But solving the sin problem is not like going 

to the moon.
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The Lord said to Moses: “Tell your brother 
Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into 
the holy place inside the veil, before the 
mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; 
for I will appear in the cloud over the mercy 
seat. Aaron shall enter the holy place with 
this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram 
for a burnt offering” (Lev. 16:1-3).

 Israel learned how to stand at the mountain.
 When the blood of an innocent is shed as 

one’s substitute, a man can stand in the 
presence of God.

 The blood of bulls and rams was shed 
repeatedly, signifying its inadequacy.

 God was teaching Aaron, and Moses, and 
Israel, and you and me, that there is a way!

 Bulls, sheep, and goats were but the 
illustration.

 They declared that grace allows men to 
stand in God’s presence.

 For I delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4).

 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom also we have 
obtained our introduction by faith into this 
grace in which we stand; and we exult in 
hope of the glory of God (Rom. 5:1-2).

 By faith, we “achieve peace” & are 
“introduced” into the grace circle.
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 No condemnation (Romans 8:1).
 Inseparability from God’s love (Romans 

8:39).
 No longer defined by history (1 Corinthians 

6:11).
 See His face (Revelation 22:4).


