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Matthew 28:16-20: And Jesus came up and 
spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore 
go make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Job One

 Expectation of the imminent establishment of 
the Messianic Kingdom is high.

 Jesus’ rejection as Messiah is a certain fact.
 Jesus begins preparing His disciples for a new 

wrinkle.
 The “mystery parables” introduce an “interim” 

period of the kingdom’s partial presence.

 Jesus used parables as a teaching technique 
that puts cookies on two shelves.

 The lower shelf is for the crowd – Jesus 
declares, “Your response matters.”

 The upper shelf is for the disciples – Jesus 
teaches, “Here is what to expect.” 

 Most people thought that Kingdom inclusion 
was automatic, a product of mere genetics.

 The seed parable, on its face, makes a 
distinction among soils.

 Implication: Although the seed is the same in 
all cases, the results vary based on soil type.
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 The application question would be “What 
soil type represents me?”

 Jesus reinforces the application with an 
exhortation that only the fourth soil type 
would heed:
◦ As He said these things, He would call out, 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

 The seed is God’s word. This is the constant.
 Jesus explains that each soil type represents a 

variable, a distinguishable response.
 Jesus is giving the disciples a “field guide” 

through which to distinguish four different 
responses to the seed.

 These WILL BE encountered.

 Type one is indifference, hearing without 
appropriation.

 Satanic involvement leads to loss of truth 
sown.

 Result is non-belief and no salvation.

 The initial results from this soil type are 
encouraging.

 The reception of the Word produces joy.
 But this response is only superficial.
 Introduction of cost (Word-based affliction 

/ persecution) triggers “practical” denial.

 Certainly a true coming to Christ produces 
joy.

 So how do we know if it is the real deal?
 Answer: When it successfully perseveres 

under testing
 1 John 2:19!

 “They went out from us, but they were not 
really of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would have remained with us; but they went 
out, so that it would be shown that they all 
are not of us” (1 John 2:19). 

 Type three is belief as an “additive.”
 Competing factors = worries (of the world), 

(deceitfulness of) riches, and pleasures of 
this life.

 Three Faith Killers: Worry, Avarice, 
Competing Interests (both immoral and 
legitimate)
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 These competing influences are like an 
advancing cancer.

 They depict association with Jesus that does 
not alter one’s value system.

 Result: Fruitless!

 Type four is the real thing.
 Response is hold it fast and bear fruit.
 Heart characteristics include honest and 

good – doubly interested in good.
 Fruit is both transformation and duplication

 Wide dispersal sowing of the Word is the 
norm in the interum.

 Responses will vary profoundly.
 Some seemingly favorable responses will 

not lead to fruitfulness.
 One response will – (30, 60, and) 100-fold.
 Do you believe this?

Try this!


