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Lesson 1 – Ground Rules


 #1 – I choose grace mode – Luke 6:37-

38.
 #2 – I will deal with me first – Luke 

6:39-42.

Ground Rules


 #1 – I choose grace mode: I will 
promote the good of others without 
regard for whether it is “deserved.” I 
will do this as a declaration of how I 
want God to relate to me.

Ground Rules


 #2 – I will deal with me first: I will not 

attempt to help a brother or sister 
confront personal sin unless I have first 
addressed my own sins.

Ground Rules
“Do not judge so that you will not be 
judged”(Matthew 7:1).

Popular View: Don’t insist that others 
submit to your personal moral standards. 
Tolerate everyone’s viewpoint as equally 
valid.

Popular View: Don’t insist that others 
submit to your personal moral standards. 
Tolerate everyone’s viewpoint as equally 
valid.

Rule #1Rule #1


Do not judge ≠ tolerance

In context (Luke 6:42), Jesus advocates 
brotherly speck removal which requires 
moral discernment.

Jesus elsewhere advocates for judgment, 
albeit good judgment - “Do not judge 
according to appearance, but judge with 
righteous judgment” (John 7:24).

Rule #1Rule #1

“Do not judge so that you will not be 
judged. For in the way you judge, you 
will be judged; and by your standard of 
measure, it will be measured to you” 
(Matthew 7:1-2)

The very next verse explains verse 1The very next verse explains verse 1

Verse 2 reveals this as a warning against 
use of inconsistent standards.
Verse 2 reveals this as a warning against 
use of inconsistent standards.

➊“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; 
and ➋do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned; ➌pardon, and you will be 
pardoned. ➍Give, and it will be given to you. 
They will pour into your lap a good measure—
pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over. For by your standard of measure it will 
be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:37-38).

Rule #1Rule #1

 The key take-away from the Matthew 
Passage – How would you like God to relate 
to you?

 In Luke, 2 negatives + 2 positives: Judge & 
condemn or pardon & give

 “Judge” is therefore similar to condemn –
this is about final verdicts and “writing 
someone off.”

Rule #1Rule #1
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 The opposite of judge & condemn is pardon 
& give – This is about dropping debts and 
imparting good.

 The judged judge, the condemned condemn, 
the pardoned pardon, the gifted give.

 The ripple effect declares what we are 
receiving!

Rule #1Rule #1

 Question:  If I “throw grace” at everything 
someone else does, have I not simply 
embraced “tolerance?”

 Answer: To extend grace to another means 
to promote their good. Sin is not their good!

 Answer: “The truth” illuminates the path of 
good – this is what makes “full of grace and 
truth” such an encouragement! 

Rule #1Rule #1

 Question:  If I “throw grace” at everything 
someone else does, does this eliminate his 
accountability for his actions?

 Answer: Our accountability is always to the 
Lord.

 Insight: To promote someone else’s good is 
to assist them give a good account of 
themselves to the Lord.

Rule #1Rule #1


 #1 – I choose grace mode: I will 

promote the good of others without 
regard for whether it is “deserved.” I 
will do this as a declaration of how I 
want God to relate to me.

Ground Rules


 #2 – I will deal with me first: I will not 
attempt to help a brother or sister 
confront personal sin unless I have first 
addressed my own sins.

Ground Rules
Why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is 
in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that 
is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see 
the log that is in your own eye?

Rule #2Rule #2

Pop View: Mind your own business!Pop View: Mind your own business!

You hypocrite, first take [aorist, imperative] 
the log out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye” (Luke 6:41–42).

The last sentence clarifies that this is not 
a prohibition against brotherly speck 
removal but a procedure for its removal.

The last sentence clarifies that this is not 
a prohibition against brotherly speck 
removal but a procedure for its removal.

Rule #2Rule #2

 The aorist imperative outlines an important 
“first step” – personal log removal.

 A failure to deal with personal logs produces 
distorted vision and a warped moral 
compass.

 Identifying and addressing personal sins is 
the starting place for all profitable moral 
exhortation to others.

Rule #2Rule #2

 Question: If the standard is “log free,” how 
will I ever help a brother or sister with their 
specks?

 Answer: “Log free” is not the same as “sin 
free.” It is the same as “conscience free.”

 Insight: This sequence (log 1st, speck 2nd) is 
relevant to all human relations.

Rule #2Rule #2


