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Bad confrontation intends to satisfy the self-

interests of the confronter.

Good confrontation seeks to promote the best 
interests of the confronted.

2 Kinds of Confrontation
2 Sam. 12:1-15 is the remarkable account of 
how one man (Nathan) served another’s 
best interests by telling him (Kind David) 
what he least wanted but most needed to 
hear.



Setup: The King was in trouble but 
couldn’t face it.

David has bought into the lie from Eden: 
“God is holding out on you. Whatever He 
has given you is not enough. Take what looks 
good to you!”

Believing this lie (about God) spawned 
adultery, deception, and murder.



Setup: The King was in trouble but 
couldn’t face it.

Now David, “the man after God’s own 
heart,” was burdened with secrets.

When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted 
away Through my groaning all day long. For day 
and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My 
vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of 
summer. Selah (Psalm 32:3–4).

David’s self-deception has blinded 
him to the great truth: “Your sins 
have withheld good from you”
(Jeremiah 5:25).

David’s self-deception has blinded 
him to the great truth: “Your sins 
have withheld good from you”
(Jeremiah 5:25).

Without an intervention, 
David is doomed!
Without an intervention, 
David is doomed!

What amazing grace that 
God takes the first step.
What amazing grace that 
God takes the first step.



Strategy: Nathan aimed for 
the bull’s eye

Nathan went out of obedience to God.
This would be high risk in the extreme!
Nathan formulated a plan that would focus 

on the key target, maximize reception, and 
allow David to see his actions from a 
different viewpoint.

Nathan’s assignment is no 
different than ours!
Nathan’s assignment is no 
different than ours!

“Be on your guard! If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, 
forgive him” (Luke 17:3).

“Be on your guard! If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, 
forgive him” (Luke 17:3).
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Our obedience to confront 
another’s sin is sustained by a 
surpassing desire for God to be 
honored.

Our obedience to confront 
another’s sin is sustained by a 
surpassing desire for God to be 
honored.

Nathan’s rebuke targeted ground 
zero of David’s sin but came in 
through the back door – is David 
still capable of moral outrage?

Nathan’s rebuke targeted ground 
zero of David’s sin but came in 
through the back door – is David 
still capable of moral outrage?



Sequence: Nathan then 
served as a watchman

Once David’s moral outrage was engaged, 
Nathan pivoted.

When David’s zeal was directed at himself, 
Nathan was free to give the King a whole 
new perspective.

Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘It is I who 
anointed you king over Israel and it is I who 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. I also gave you 
your master’s house and your master’s wives into 
your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and 
Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have 
added to you many more things like these!

Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘It is I who 
anointed you king over Israel and it is I who 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. I also gave you 
your master’s house and your master’s wives into 
your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and 
Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have 
added to you many more things like these!

2 Sam. 11:26-12:1-152 Sam. 11:26-12:1-15
Nathan’s words make it clear 
exactly how David has sinned 
against God.

Nathan’s words make it clear 
exactly how David has sinned 
against God.

David’s accountability is 
not to Nathan but to God.
David’s accountability is 
not to Nathan but to God.

David’s dark season began when 
he embraced a lie about God: His 
provision is not enough.

David’s dark season began when 
he embraced a lie about God: His 
provision is not enough.

NOTE:  Confrontation is NOT 
appropriate toward those who are 
discouraged, have differing 
convictions, or a different sense of 
God’s leading.

NOTE:  Confrontation is NOT 
appropriate toward those who are 
discouraged, have differing 
convictions, or a different sense of 
God’s leading.



Success: Nathan’s words 
prompted true brokenness.

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.”

Psalm 51 connects to this event: You are 
justified when You speak and blameless when You 
judge (Psalm 51:4).

What would have happened if Nathan 
had refused to heed God’s call?
What would have happened if Nathan 
had refused to heed God’s call?



7/25/2015

3

Is there someone in your circle whose 
good is at risk because he / she is 
involved in sin? Has God put you in 
their circle to serve their good through 
confrontation?

Is there someone in your circle whose 
good is at risk because he / she is 
involved in sin? Has God put you in 
their circle to serve their good through 
confrontation?

Confession: I was wrong.
Forgiveness: I forgive you.
Teachability: I am listening.

Confrontation: Warning! Danger ahead!


