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HOW TO 
LABOR WELL
5 Key Principles

HOW TO LABOR WELL
 Keep the main thing the main thing.

 Distinguish between God first and God alone.

 Defy the notion that “you can’t take it with you.”

 Don’t get distracted by “discovering your gift.”

 Trust the fundamentals.

1. KEEP THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING.

 Make disciples is our earthly mission.

 Disciples listen, commit, grow, and serve -
cumulative.

 Disciple-makers seek, call, nurture, and train 
– as opportunity requires.

Disciple

Disciple-Maker

Submit Grow ServeListen

Call Nurture TrainSeek

BE A DISCIPLE / MAKE DISCIPLES
My assignment: The Lord’s Work!

2. GOD FIRST ≠ GOD ALONE
 Many Christians use a priority system that 

ranks competing allegiances.

 This system lacks a biblical basis and 
compromises what should be a simple and 
undiluted allegiance.

Disciple

Disciple-Maker

Submit Grow ServeListen

Call Nurture TrainSeek

BE A DISCIPLE / MAKE DISCIPLES
REGARDLESS OF WHAT HAT I AM 
WEARING

My assignment

3. YOU CAN TAKE IT WITH YOU
 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, 

“Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on!’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so 
that they may rest from their labors, for their 
deeds follow with them” (Rev. 14:13).
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3. YOU CAN TAKE IT WITH YOU
 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as 

for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of 
the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve (Col. 3:23–24).

BE A DISCIPLE / MAKE DISCIPLES
REGARDLESS OF HAT
AS AN ETERNAL INVESTMENT

My assignment 4. BY ALL MEANS, GET GOING
 Most of the titles for “spiritual gifts” name 

events, not persons.

 The Bible does lay great emphasis on 
“discovering your gift” as a prelude to ministry.

4. BY ALL MEANS, GET GOING
 We are simply called to minister, and super-

kernels will become evident as we do.

Paul adopted this all-terrain approach to 
ministry.

4. BY ALL MEANS, GET GOING
 I have become all things to all men, so that I 

may by all means save some. I do all things 
for the sake of the gospel, so that I may 
become a fellow partaker of it (1 Cor. 9:22–
23).

BE A DISCIPLE / MAKE DISCIPLES
REGARDLESS OF HAT
AS AN ETERNAL INVESTMENT
GOING ALL-IN

5. TRUSTING THE FUNDAMENTALS
 The Gospel of Luke recounts “all that Jesus 

began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1). There’s 
more!

 The power of the Spirit is the power for more 
– that more comes from “witness” (Acts 1:8). 

5. TRUSTING THE FUNDAMENTALS
 A witness simply reports what he has seen 

and heard.

 The Spirit enables you and me to report 
what Jesus did and taught and to do so with 
power!

5. TRUSTING THE FUNDAMENTALS
 It is common among us for Christians to 

depend on other things and thereby betray a 
lack of trust in the Spirit of witness.
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BE A DISCIPLE / MAKE DISCIPLES
REGARDLESS OF HAT
AS AN ETERNAL INVESTMENT
GOING ALL-IN
BY EXPLAINING WHAT JESUS DID AND 
TAUGHT

MAKE YOUR LIFE COUNT

I want to be a disciple: 
Listen to what Jesus has to say
Adopt His guidance
Become like Jesus
Serve others in Jesus’ name

MAKE YOUR LIFE COUNT

I want to make disciples: 
Seek out those who will listen
Call them to Christ
Nurture their growth in Christ
Train them to serve like Jesus

I WILL MAKE MY TIME COUNT AS A 
DISCIPLE AND DISCIPLE-MAKER

What will you do?


