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Thy Kingdom 
Come!

What will happen next, when
we’re getting close, how you 

should get ready.

God knows…
For I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is no one like 
Me, Declaring the end from the 
beginning, And from ancient times 
things which have not been done, 
Saying, “My purpose will be 
established, And I will accomplish all 
My good pleasure” (Isa. 46:9–10).

 Gold = Babylon –
Wow / Impress

 Silver = Medo-Persia 
– Wampum / Buy

 Bronze = Greece –
Win / Beat

 Iron = Rome –
Whack / Control

 Stone = Kingdom of 
Heaven – Humility

The Kingdom Offer
A. Jesus Credentials – fully qualified

B. The King Rejected – “no King but 
Caesar”

C. Course Correction – on track but with 
a newly revealed interim

D. Return Predicted – Jesus is coming!

E. Preparation – get ready! 

Coming Soon
Many passages in the NT refer to the 
return of the Lord. 

The Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) 
provides an extended discussion of it. 

The entire Book of Revelation is about 
the sequence of events leading up to 
the return of Jesus and the establishment 
of the eternal kingdom.

Purpose of Revelation
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave Him to show to His bond-
servants, the things which must soon 
take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His 
bond-servant John, who testified to the 
word of God and to the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 

From God to Jesus to His Angel to His 
bond‐servant John to us!
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Purpose of Revelation
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave Him to show to His bond-
servants, the things which must soon 
take place; and He sent and 
communicated it by His angel to His 
bond-servant John, who testified to the 
word of God and to the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of the prophecy, and 
heed the things which are written in it; 
for the time is near” (Rev. 1:1–3).

This message will only do you good 
if you meet two conditions

Revelation Overview
Return 
of the 
King


Millennial 
Kingdom

Seven Years – Great Tribulation

A. Cultural Decay – “last days”
Men will be lovers of self, lovers of 

money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, 
malicious gossips, without self-
control, brutal, haters of good, 
treacherous, reckless, conceited, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God (2 Tim. 3:1–5).

Sequence

A. Cultural Decay

B. Tribulation

 “For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred 
since the beginning of the world until 
now, nor ever will” (Matt. 24:21).

 Note: Persecution (from men) is not 
the same as God’s wrath.

Sequence “Then they will deliver you to 
tribulation, and will kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations because 
of My name. At that time many will 
fall away and will betray one 
another and hate one another. 
Many false prophets will arise and 
will mislead many. Because 
lawlessness is increased, most 
people’s love will grow cold” (Matt. 
24:9–12). 

A. Cultural Decay

B. Tribulation / Persecution

C. Incremental Wrath

 Seven bowls are the last plagues 
because “in them the wrath of God 
is finished” (Rev. 15:1).

Sequence
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Wrath Ramp Up
A. Cultural Decay
B. Tribulation / Persecution
C. Incremental Wrath
D. Kingdom Established
 And he carried me away in the Spirit to 

a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God
(Rev. 21:10).

Sequence
A. Cultural Decay

B. Tribulation / Persecution

C. Incremental Wrath

D. Kingdom Established

E. We are Included
 For He rescued us from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son (Col. 1:13).

Sequence

What’s Next?
Above the Clouds 

or in the Perfect Storm:
1 Thess. 4:13–18

When?

1 Thess. 4:11‐18 does not seem to provide 
clear chronological markers by which to 
place this event in our kingdom countdown.

A. The promise of protection from God’s 
wrath for believers supports a pre-trib
view.

 You turned to God from idols to 
serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, that is 
Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:9–10).

What’s Next?
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Revelation Overview
Return 
of the 
King


Millennial 
Kingdom

Seven Years

 A. The promise of protection from God’s 
wrath for believers supports a pre-trib
view.

B. The many exhortations for 
preparedness support a pre-wrath 
view.

What’s Next?
 “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not 

be weighted down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of life, and 
that day will not come on you suddenly 
like a trap; for it will come upon all those 
who dwell on the face of all the earth. 
But keep on the alert at all times, praying 
that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that are about to take 
place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man” (Luke 21:34–36).

Get Ready

A. The promise of protection from God’s 
wrath for believers supports a pre-trib
view.

B. The many exhortations for 
preparedness support a pre-wrath 
view.

C. Two Key Questions: Why prepare if 
“pre?” How protected if “post?”

What’s Next? Revelation Overview
Return 
of the 
King


Millennial 
Kingdom

Seven Years

A B

A. I would really like a pre-trib rapture.

B. But, I don’t want to be ill-prepared if 
I am wrong.

C. So I am choosing NOW to deny 
myself, pick up my cross, and follow 
Jesus.

D. Jesus did not carry a cross so we 
wouldn’t have to – He carried a 
cross to equip us to do likewise.

Where I Have Landed
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 Do not be afraid of God’s wrath.

 Do take the last days threat to your 
faith VERY seriously. (Persecution can 
be persuasive!)

 Prepare now to joyfully embrace the 
inescapable cost of true commitment 
to the Lord. Joyfully?

Get Ready
 “Blessed are those who have been 

persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are you when 
people insult you and persecute you, 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of Me. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward in heaven is 
great; for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were 
before you” (Matt. 5:10–12).

Beatitudes

Thy Kingdom 
Come!

Ask God to give you a right side up 
perspective as things get worse!


