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Thy Kingdom 
Come!

What will happen next, when
we’re getting close, how you 

should get ready.

Future World Conditions
• Escalating global conflict / war

• Global famine / extreme food shortage

• Massive devastating earthquakes and 
cosmic anomalies

• World-wide contamination of water supply –
fatal if ingested

• Death toll exceeds 50% of global population

• Most survivors (selected) subject to an 
excruciating malady lasting 5 months

Future World Conditions
• Escalating global conflict / war

• Global famine / food shortage

• Massive devastating earthquakes and 
cosmic anomalies

• Massive contamination of water supply –
fatal if ingested.

• Death toll exceeds 50% of global population

• Remaining populace subject to a painful 
malady lasting 5 months.

The rest of mankind, who were not 
killed by these plagues, did not 

repent of the works of their hands 
(Rev. 9:20).

Future Conditions for Disciples
• Fear and uncertainty explodes

• “Delivered up” to persecution

• Become objects of global hatred because 
of association with Jesus

• Many “disciples” will fall away.

• Many “disciples” will betray one another.

• Many “disciples” will hate one another.

• The love of many will grow cold because of 
the rise of “lawlessness.” 
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Future Conditions for Disciples
• Fear and uncertainty explodes

• “Delivered up” to persecution

• Become objects of global hatred because 
of association with Jesus

• Many “disciples” will fall away.

• Many “disciples” will betray one another.

• Many “disciples” will hate one another.

• The love of many will grow cold because of 
the rise of “lawlessness.” 

“But the one who endures to the 
end, he will be saved” (Matt. 24:13).

What can I do NOW to 
make sure I am able to 
“endure to the end?”

A. There are at least 15 commands
embedded in Matthew 24-25.

B. The significance of some of these 
commands might not be clear until 
we are in the moment.

C. But Jesus instructs us to use these 
commands now (as a training guide) 
to prepare for then.

Prep Principles “I Spy” Commands

4And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it 
that no one misleads you. 
5 “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 
6 “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of 
wars. See that you are not frightened, for those 
things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 
7 “For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and in various places 
there will be famines and earthquakes. 
8 “But all these things are merely the beginning 
of birth pangs. 
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Core Commands

1. Know Your Roadmap
2. Do Not Be Afraid
3. Travel Light
4. Pre-Pray for Assistance

Why tell us?

 “Now I have told you before it 
happens, so that when it happens, 
you may believe” (John 14:29).

 Jesus provides advance information 
to bolster faith at the point of 
contact – God foresaw this!

 This information is NOT provided so 
that we can map out God’s time-
table and “delay” our preparation.

C1.   Know Your Roadmap

“See to it that no one misleads you”
(24:4).
“Do not believe him” (24:23).
“Behold, I have told you in advance”
(24:25).
“Do not go out / do not believe them”
(24:26).
“Learn the parable from the fig tree”
(24:32).

C1.   Know Your Roadmap

• The return of Jesus will be a universally 
visible event – you will be conned by 
believing anyone who markets an 
“insider’s Messiah.”

• Behold – Develop a good working 
understanding of the sequence in 
Matt. 24 and Rev. 7ff – this is your 
roadmap.

• This roadmap will make it easier to 
obey command #2 – do not be afraid.
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C1.   Know Your Roadmap

• The roadmap will give you realistic 
expectations:

• “Now learn the parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already 
become tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near; 
so, you too, when you see all these 
things, recognize that He is near, right 
at the door” (Matt. 24:32–33).

C1.   Know Your Roadmap

• “These things” = a “countdown” which 
includes “beginnings of birth pangs” 
(wars, famine, & earthquakes), then 
tribulation / persecution / betrayal, 
apostasy, lawlessness, the 
“abomination of desolation” and 
cosmic disturbances.

• This “return countdown” will unfold in 
the time span of a single generation 
(Matt 24:44).

C1.   Know Your Roadmap

• Knowing the “return countdown” will 
not only protect you from being 
misled, but it will also trigger an 
intelligent action plan:

• When you see the abomination of 
desolation … then those who are in 
Judea must flee to the mountains 
(Matt. 24:15-16).

C1.   Know Your Roadmap

Application: Read Matt. 24‐25, 
Dan. 11:36ff, and Rev. 6‐19, 
create a mental image of what 
lies ahead, and consistently 
trace out the route in your 
mind’s eye.
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C2.   Do Not Be Afraid

• “See that you are not frightened, for 
those things must take place, but that 
is not yet the end” (Matt. 24:6).

• Basis: These things “must take place.” 
God is in control!

• But the list that follows seems quite 
“fear inspiring:” War, famine, 
earthquakes followed by persecution, 
martyrdom, universal hatred & 
betrayal!

C2.   Do Not Be Afraid

• This command is a present, imperative 
– keep on making sure…

• Don’t let fear (of these things) control 
your response.

• To fear God is to fear nothing else – this 
is about the great fear exchange. 

• This is accomplished by affirming the 
value of what each holds: The world 
holds a life, God holds our souls.

Application: Give to God 
whatever you fear losing and 
allow Him to retain it as His 
possession!

C2.   Do Not Be Afraid C3.   Learn How to Travel Light

“Therefore when you see the abomination 
of desolation which was spoken of through 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place (let the reader understand), then 
those who are in Judea must flee to the 
mountains. Whoever is on the housetop 
must not go down to get the things out that 
are in his house. Whoever is in the field must 
not turn back to get his cloak. But woe to 
those who are pregnant and to those who 
are nursing babies in those days” (Matt. 
24:15-19)!
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C3.   Learn How to Travel Light

• This is a “situation specific” command –
when you spot a particular event on the 
roadmap, you must take immediate 
action.

• This command is location specific –
“those who are in Judea” should take 
action.

• But this event is also pertinent to all 
“readers” of Matthew.

C3.   Learn How to Travel Light

• The appearance in Jerusalem of an 
image (a smart idol?) honoring the 
greatness of man represents a watershed 
event in the status of believers.

• Flight is the top priority!
• Our ability to respond accordingly will 

depend on a list of “things we can’t live 
without” that is close to zero.

C3.   Learn How to Travel Light

Application: Streamline your 
list of things you can’t live 
without to only what matters in 
a spiritual survival crisis – pack 
this in your spiritual “go bag.”

C4.   Pre-Pray for Assistance

“But pray that your flight will not be in 
the winter, or on a Sabbath. For then 
there will be a great tribulation, such as 
has not occurred since the beginning of 
the world until now, nor ever will. Unless 
those days had been cut short, no life 
would have been saved; but for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut 
short” (Matt 24: 20-22).
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• “Pray” is a present, imperative = keep 
on praying.

• This is prayer NOW before the fact.

• This prayer focuses on optimal flight 
conditions.

• The world will face an “extinction level 
event.”

• Unchecked, this will also be an “elect
extinction level event!”

C4.   Pre-Pray for Assistance

• This prayer acknowledges our 
dependence: “Unless You extend Your 
favor to me, I won’t make it.”

• Prayerlessness says, “I don’t see such a 
big risk. If something actually does 
happen (who really knows?), then I’ll 
manage it on my own.”

• This is a really bad call!

C4.   Pre-Pray for Assistance

C4.   Pre-Pray for Assistance

Application: Starts praying 
NOW for God’s aid so you can 
overcome this imminent and 
profound threat to your 
spiritual well‐being.

Core Commands

1. Know Your Roadmap
2. Do Not Be Afraid
3. Travel Light
4. Pre-Pray for Assistance


