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LESSONS FOR THE 
CROSSROADS

Journey

Standing at the Crossroads

 Everyone in this room currently stands or 
soon will stand at a fork in the road.

 It can be about a job, or school, or 
relationship, or activity.

 It can be about deciding whether to do what 
God wants.

We, as a church, are approaching a 
crossroads, too!

GOD HAS GIVEN US 

SOMETHING BETTER!

AND IT’S IN THE BOOK 

OF NUMBERS!

What if we had a time machine to 
see how our decisions “work out?”

The Moses Books

Genesis: Origin Story

Exodus: How God Redeemed His People

Leviticus: How a Redeemed People Should 
Live

Numbers: 40 Year Travel Diary

Deuteronomy: Big Pep Talk Before Game 
Day

Intro to Numbers

Written in 1406 BC: These are the 
commandments and the ordinances which 
the Lord commanded to the sons of Israel 
through Moses in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan opposite Jericho (Num. 36:13).

Recounts journey (with occasional 
administrative side-bars) from Sinai.

 Caravan moves out in Chap 1o:11 when cloud 
moves – 19 days later!

Intro to Numbers

 Chapter 33 is the route itinerary God told 
Moses to compile – 41 campsites! 

Recounts journey (with occasional 
administrative side-bars) from Sinai.

Numerous crossroads along the way!

 A select few are our target. Why? How does 
this help us make good decisions?
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Crossroads Counsel

 3 Levels of Learning – Strike a scoffer 
and the naive may become shrewd, But 
reprove one who has understanding and he 
will gain knowledge (Prov. 19:25).

Numbers was written for us – it 
provides a series of “crossroads principle 
illustrations” specifically for age-enders!

The Purpose of Numbers

 The Apostle Paul explains the purpose of Numbers 
to the Corinthians

 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, 
that our fathers were all under the cloud and all 
passed through the sea. ...Nevertheless, with most 
of them God was not well-pleased;

for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these 
things happened as examples for us, so that we 
would not crave evil things as they also craved. Do 
not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
stood up to play.” Nor let us act immorally, as some 
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one 
day. Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, 
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer (1 Cor. 10:1, 5-10).

The Purpose of Numbers

 The Apostle Paul explains the purpose of Numbers 
to the Corinthians

 Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our 
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come” (1 Cor. 10:11).

 Numbers was written to give instruction (life 
principles) to US! It diagnoses how to avoid 
bad/make good decisions at the crossroads.

WE NEED MISSION 

CRITICAL PRINCIPLES 

FOR EACH UPCOMING 

FORK IN THE ROAD.

We are about to “take the land” 
under new leadership.

Num. 1:1-2: Then the Lord spoke to 

Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,  in the 

tent of meeting, on the first of the second 

month, in the second year after they had 

come out of the land of Egypt, saying,

Day 1
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“Take a census of all  the congregation of 

the sons of Israel,  by their families,  by 

their fathers’  households, according to the 

number of names, every male, head by 

head.”

Day 1

The Numbers Trap

 603,550 combat ready men!

 At first glance, this seems like a “troop 
strength assessment.”

 It seems natural to decide what to do at the 
crossroads based on numbers!

 Is this what is really going on here?

The Numbers Trap

God commanded this census and a second 
38 years later – 603,550 vs. 601,730. 

 But numbers don’t count with God!

 Then Jonathan said to the young man who 
was carrying his armor, “Come and let us 
cross over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised; perhaps the Lord will work 
for us, for the Lord is not restrained to save 
by many or by few” (1 Sam. 14:6).

The Numbers Trap

 In Ex. 30:12-13, God introduced the “census 
tax” – 1/5 ounce silver (half shekel) ransom 

 This was a way of declaring, “I have God to 
thank for my very existence.”

 Think manna!

 The census (and “tax”) was a means by 
which to praise God as the difference maker!

Principle #1: God is the x-factor

When you stand at the crossroads…

 Tell God that you have Him to thank that 
you have come this far.

 If God wants you to go a certain way, it 
doesn’t matter how many people disagree 
with you.

Principle #1: God is the x-factor

When you stand at the crossroads…

 The only number that matters is One! He 
alone is the difference maker.

 Acknowledge your numbers / resources are 
inadequate.

 Trust in the One who has sustained you all 
along.


