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Principle #1: God is the x-factor

When you stand at the crossroads…

 Tell God that you have Him to thank that 
you have come this far – “have been.”

 If God wants you to go a certain way, His 
direction to do so is your sufficient 
assurance He will successfully partner with 
you – “will be!” 

Review

Principle #2: God’s gifts are good

Before you stand at the crossroads…

 Thank God when He gives you something 
you would not have chosen for yourself. He 
is being Father!

 Cultivate a habit of replacing grumbling 
(donut-hole-itus!) with gratitude (requires 
faith!) 

Review

Principle #3: Learn the easy way.

When you stand at the crossroads…

 Embrace what God wants you to do in order 
to learn your lesson the easy way.

When you prefer something other than 
God’s way, He may give you your preferred 
future!

 This means you will learn it the hard way! 

Review

THE DRAMA PLAYS OUT 

OVER THREE DAYS.

At the Wilderness of Paran, Israel 
makes a “stupid decision for the 

record books.” 

Day One – The 12 spies return
Day Two – Israel says “no” to God
Day Three – Israel wants a do-over

 The Trouble with Tears 
(14:39)

 The Trouble with “Me-Itus” 
(14:40-44)

 The Benefits of Consequences 
(14:45)    

Outline – The Day After Israel Blew it

 When Moses spoke these words to all the 
sons of Israel, the people mourned 
greatly (vs 39).

 The people are broken-hearted over the 
outcome.

 This is not the same as being broken-
hearted over their sin of defying God!

 Tears can be deceptive!    

I.   The Trouble with Tears – 14:39
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10When God saw their deeds, that they 
turned from their wicked way, then God 
relented concerning the calamity
which He had declared He would bring upon 
them. And He did not do it.

Nineveh fast-tracked it (Jonah 3)!

Nineveh used 40 days to change 
God’s heart – Israel wasted 40 years 

ignoring matters of the heart.

 When God gives consequences…

 Ask: What have I learned about what 
might be wrong with me? 

 Don’t fixate on the consequences – use 
your pain / disappointment / regret to 
fuel true humility and brokenness.

 Don’t mourn that things turned out as 
they have! Mourn what you see in 
yourself!     

I.   The Trouble with Tears – 14:39

 The people can admit they blew it – “we 
have indeed sinned.”

 But they do not face their core problem –
they do not believe principle #1: God is 
the X-Factor.

 They did NOT believe they could do it 
when God was with them.

 They DO believe they can when God is 
not! “The Lord will not be with you.” 

II.   The Trouble with “Me-Itus” – 14:40-44

 Delayed obedience is disobedience! Here 
it is rebellion!!

 When we think it is about us – our talent, 
our ability, our strength – we will fail.

 Pride ➡ Resistance; Humility ➡ Grace

 Walk pleasing – prevail! Defy God – fail! 
Nevertheless, with most of them God was 
not well-pleased; for they were laid low 
in the wilderness (1 Cor. 10:5). 

II.   The Trouble with “Me-Itus” – 14:40-44

 They seem oblivious to the fact that a 
persistent pattern of defiance indicates a 
bigger problem.

 They don’t trust God, they don’t honor 
Him, they refuse to obey Him. 

 Severe consequences are the appropriate 
cure. 

II.   The Trouble with “Me-Itus” – 14:40-44

 45Then the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites who lived in that hill country 
came down, and struck them and beat 
them down as far as Hormah.

 Their campaign to take the land without 
God was a complete failure. 

 The Amorites “chased you as bees do.” 

 Two options: Take the land without God 
➡ die; Wilderness wander ➡ live  

III.   The Benefit of Consequences – 14:45
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 Being assigned 38 more years (max) of 
wilderness camping does not seem like a 
benefit.

 But God was doing something valuable –
He provided an extended learning 
experience that worked Israel’s good.

 The first generation had regret, but their 
children and grand-children could learn 
from this bitter experience.    

III.   The Benefit of Consequences – 14:45

 God worked their good.

 But He did not give them a blessing for 
which they were clearly not ready.

 He did sustain them and teach them for 
38 years.

 Plus, He prepared their children and 
made them ready to do what their parents  
did not.

 This is grace! 

III.   The Benefit of Consequences – 14:45

Principle #4: Brokenness is good!

After you have made a wrong choice at 
the crossroads…

Don’t excuse yourself for blowing it by 
blaming God.

Use your pain to fuel self-examination and 
repentance.

Humble yourself before God and accept the 
consequences of your actions.


