
7/15/2017

1

LESSONS FOR THE 
CROSSROADS

Journey

Six Crossroad Principles

Before: #2 – God’s gifts are good.

During: #1 – God is the X-factor.

During: #3 – Learn the easy way.

After Blowing It: #4 – Brokenness is good.

After Blowing It: #5 – Get grace in Him.

After Blowing It: #6 – Trust God’s remedy.

Review

I. Background – Balaam’s “Plan A” 
Backfired (Num. 22-24)

II. Background – Then Balaam’s “Plan B” 
Succeeded (Rev. 2:14 / Num. 25:1-3)

III.God’s Proposed Remedy (Num. 25:4-5)

IV.The Response of Phinehas (Num. 25:6-9)

V. God’s Declaration Concerning Phinehas 
(Num. 25:10-13 / Ps 106:28-31) 

Let’s Get the Bigger Picture

 Moab (along with Balak) is freaking out!

 They reach out to a hired gun (“hired 
tongue”), Balaam from “the River”

 They want Balaam to put some words in 
God’s mouth!

 Backfires – three times, Balaam blesses 
Israel and pronounces blessings from 
God.

I.    Balaam’s Plan A

 Then Balak said to Balaam, “What have 
you done to me? I took you to curse my 
enemies, but behold, you have actually 
blessed them!” He replied, “Must I not be 
careful to speak what the Lord puts in 
my mouth?” (Num. 23:11–12).

 “How shall I curse whom God has not 
cursed? And how can I denounce whom 
the LORD has not denounced?” (Num. 
23:8). ❖

I.    Balaam’s Plan A

 Plan A was about manipulating God into 
rejecting His people – not happening!

 Plan B was about getting God’s people to 
reject God – definitely successful.

 This was Balaam’s plan B: “Behold, 
these caused the sons of Israel, through 
the counsel of Balaam, to trespass 
against the Lord in the matter of Peor, 
so the plague was among the 
congregation of the Lord” (Num. 31:16). 


II. Balaam’s Plan B
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 Moab’s strategy was to introduce 
an alternative “religion” that is 
friendly to a sensual life-style.

 Israel was invited to parties, to join in the 
fun, and to celebrate a more “inclusive 
and tolerant” god.

 The “party invitations” were actually a 
way to set Israel up for destruction 

II. Balaam’s Plan B

 Balaam’s Plan B was not a one-off:
“But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there some who hold 
the teaching of Balaam, who kept 
teaching Balak to put a stumbling block 
before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of 
immorality” (Rev. 2:14).

 The end game was to get Israel (and us) 
to break commandments 1 & 2 

II. Balaam’s Plan B

 This is Satan’s stock in trade: But I 
am afraid that, as the serpent deceived 
Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be 
led astray from the simplicity and purity 
of devotion to Christ (2 Cor. 11:3).

 We are at risk of becoming people who 
merely have an admiration for Jesus but 
who live lives indistinguishable from the 
world.

 Satan wants to re-define our worship  

II. Balaam’s Plan B

 The Moabites have succeeded in putting 
the “fun” in religion: Worship Baal of 
Peor and we will support you as you 
follow even your basest instincts.

 Israel is saying, “God, you’re not enough. 
We need someone / something else!” ❖

II. Balaam’s Plan B

 The leaders have failed to address the 
issue – they deserve crucifixion!

 Everyone who has broken 
commandments 1 & 2 (God first, no 
rivals) deserves death.

 Overkill? Isn’t there room for some 
discussion or “grace?” 

 To the man who wants nothing to do with 
God, God will give him what he wants. ❖

III. God’s Remedy

 The Midianite (Moabite) threat has 
moved from an external threat to an 
internal threat.

 The majority are at an NDP rally.

 Broad Daylight – Phinehas is fired up: 
God deserves better than this!

 This not just about immorality – it is 
about worshipping a god who is better 
than the one true God  

IV. The Response of Phinehas
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 Most were bemoaning the sad state of 
things. Phinehas displayed faith that 
shocks and awes.

 Have you ever been driven by zeal for 
God? How?

 Recognize moral compromise as the 
beginning of cognitive dissonance. 

 Speak up, walk out, or do what’s needed 
when someone diminishes God. 

IV. The Response of Phinehas

 God is looking for people of zeal, people 
with shock and awe devotion to Him, 
people who are not just drifting with the 
prevailing winds, settling for 
compromise. He wants men and women 
who know how to put feet on their faith 
and take bold action. ❖

IV. The Response of Phinehas

 God says: I will not share my people with 
another so-called god.

 Phinehas says: We will not be shared 
with another so-called god.

 Phinehas “made atonement” for the 
people – they deserved crosses and 
death, but a man with a holy zeal for 
God’s people stood in the gap. 

V. God’s Declaration

 Jesus was a man of like zeal:  His 
disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for Your house will 
consume me” (John 2:17).

 But there is one profoundly important 
difference between Phinehas and Jesus: 
And again another Scripture says, “They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced
(John 19:37). 

V. God’s Declaration

 For all who have embraced moral 
compromise, who deserve crosses and 
death, Jesus has made atonement.

 He was pierced for a people who want 
“God plus” so that we might become a 
people who live all-in for “God alone.” ▣

V. God’s Declaration


