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LESSONS FOR THE 
CROSSROADS

Journey
Numbers: It’s not about the 

numbers!

BEMIDBAR – IN THE 
DESERT OF

The desert was God’s classroom for 
the training and preparation of 

Israel for a great adventure.

Seven Crossroad Principles

At the Y: #1 & #8 – God is the X-factor.

Before the Y: #2 – God’s gifts are good.

At the Y: #3 – Learn the easy way.

After Blowing It: #4 – Brokenness is good.

After Blowing It: #5 – Get grace in Him.

After Blowing It: #6 – Trust God’s remedy.

At the Y: #7 – All-in for God ➡ God with you.

Review

Numbers 27:15-23 & Beyond

I. Moses’ Request 

II. God’s Reply

III. Moses’ Response

IV. Moses’ Final Four Pep-talk

V. Moses’ Reassignment

VI. Israel’s Next Chapter

 Background: Leading Israel was a tough 
assignment!

 Moses is disqualified from “finishing.”

 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
“Because you have not believed Me, to 
treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons 
of Israel, therefore you shall not bring 
this assembly into the land which I 
have given them” (Num. 20:12).  

I. Moses’ Request 

 Background: Leading Israel was a tough 
assignment!

 Moses is disqualified from “finishing.”

 Moses is allowed to see the land, but not 
to lead Israel into the land.

 Is this a demotion? Or is it reassignment?

 Israel’s good is put at risk without a 
shepherd.

 Moses’ concern – the sheep!         

I. Moses’ Request 
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 Moses demonstrates the heart of a true 
shepherd – He is not blame-casting.

 His concern centers on how his failure has 
put his flock at risk.

 He is asking God to address the 
vulnerability created by His failure.

 When you blow it, you put others at risk. 
For what will you ask God?       

I. Moses’ Request 

 Moses directed his request to “the God of 
the spirits of all flesh” – the One who sees 
the true state of all men.

 God’s response is immediate and sure!

 God knows how to pick ‘em!

 Joshua will not have the same authority 
as Moses – he will often get instruction 
from God through the Priest.     

II. God’s Reply

 Moses did just as the Lord commanded 
him; and he took Joshua and set him 
before Eleazar the priest and before all 
the congregation. Then he laid his hands 
on him and commissioned him, just as 
the Lord had spoken through Moses. 

 Moses meticulously follows God’s 
instruction.

 He sets Joshua up for success by 
identifying himself with Joshua.   

III. Moses’ Response

 This began a season of “co-regency” until 
Moses was “promoted” on Mount Nebo.

 The people’s perception had some lag-
time: On that day the Lord exalted 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that 
they revered him, just as they had 
revered Moses all the days of his life
(Josh. 4:14).

 Moses prepared Israel, Joshua took the 
land! Both were needed.   

III. Moses’ Response

 Deut. 1-4: Retrace your history – you have 
not lacked a thing.

 Deut. 5-26: Live according to God’s 
design.

 Deut. 27-28: You are choosing blessings 
or curses.

 Deut. 29:-30: Now it’s time to choose!

 Will you get it right the second time?   

IV. Moses’ Final-Four Pep-talk

 Is this a tragic ending? Or something 
else?

 Since that time no prophet has risen in 
Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face (Deut. 34:10).

 We actually catch a glimpse of Moses in 
his new assignment (“exodus consultant”) 
almost 1,500 years later!    

V. Moses’ Reassignment
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 Clearly, Moses is not dead but has been 
re-assigned and gotten a major 
promotion!

 What about you?

 There will no longer be any curse; and 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and His bond-servants will 
serve Him; they will see His face, and 
His name will be on their foreheads (Rev. 
22:3–4). 

V. Moses’ Reassignment

 Check this out! In his previous 
assignment, Moses made a prediction:

 “The Lord your God will raise up for you 
a prophet like me from among you, from 
your countrymen, you shall listen to him” 
(Deut. 18:15).

 Moses is getting an up close and personal 
look at the fulfillment of his prediction.

 And then God is backing him up!    

V. Moses’ Reassignment

 Israel got it right the second time:

 And the Lord gave them rest on every 
side, according to all that He had sworn 
to their fathers, and no one of all their 
enemies stood before them; the Lord 
gave all their enemies into their hand. 
Not one of the good promises which the 
Lord had made to the house of Israel 
failed; all came to pass (Josh. 21:44–45).

VI. Israel’s Next Chapter

 God’s mission for Moses was to prepare 
Israel to get it right the second time.

 God’s mission for Joshua was to lead 
Israel to do what they had been prepared 
for by Moses.

 None of God’s promises failed precisely 
because they acted on them.

 What promise has God given you in His 
Word that is calling for your obedience? 


VI. Israel’s Next Chapter

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go 
make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18–20).

Our Earthly Assignment


