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“Everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and does not act on them, will 
be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. The rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew 
and slammed against that house; and 
it fell—and great was its fall” (Matt. 
7:26–27).

“Everyone who hears these words of 
Mine and acts on them, may be 
compared to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock. And the rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and slammed against that house; 
and yet it did not fall, for it had been 
founded on the rock” (Matt 7:24–25).

I “prayed the prayer” so I 
don’t need to worry about 

wasting my life.

Now if any man builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, each man’s work will become 
evident; for the day will show it because 
it is to be revealed with fire, and the 
fire itself will test the quality of each 
man’s work. If any man’s work which he 
has built on it remains, he will receive a 
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire (1 Cor. 
3:12–15).

Seven Principles

Hearts Ablaze: We live solely 
and passionately for God’s 
pleasure.
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s i m p l i f y .

• Only one prime motivation 
equips us to fulfill our purpose, 
a desire to please God.

• This desire must trump every 
other motivation.

What motivates us?
No

Guilt, coercion, human 
pressure, fear, 
“tyranny of the urgent,” 
profit, prestige, safety, 
security, “looking 
good,” and the 
approval of men are 
the motivations of 
most.

Yes
We worship and serve 
God with authenticity 
and passionate 
abandon.  Pleasing 
God is its own reward; 
We delight to simply 
hear and do what God 
says.
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This is loving God “all in” –
engaging your heart, soul, 
strength, and mind.

s i m p l i f y .

• Is there such a thing as “good 
ambition?”

• How does the “Philemon 
Factor” work with hearts 
ablaze?

• What pleases God?

3 Questions

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

Therefore also we have as our ambition, 
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing 
to Him (2 Cor. 5:9).

For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there is disorder and every evil thing
(James 3:14–16).

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• The NT uses two different Greek words 
for “ambition.”

• φιλοτιμέομαι (philotimeomai) = a noble 
aspiration

• eritheia (ἐριθεία) = most common word 
translated “ambition” and is always used 
in a negative sense.

• 2 Cor. 5:9 uses the former and specifies 
its object – “to be pleasing to Him.”
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Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• These two types of ambition are not 
different for their avidity but for their 
goals. Both are fierce!

• Good ambition seeks the pleasure of 
Christ. Bad ambition seeks the promotion 
of self.

• Even servants of Christ are not 
invulnerable to bad ambition! 

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ 
even from envy and strife. ...[They] 
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition
(eritheia / ἐριθεία) rather than from 
pure motives, thinking to cause me 
distress in my imprisonment” (Phil. 1:15–
17).

• These preachers are engaged in a form 
of self-promotional competition.

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• The consummate aspiration of God’s 
people should be to live for His pleasure 
in every circumstance.

• This makes sense because we already  
know what is on the final!

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

Therefore also we have as our ambition, 
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing 
to Him. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad (2 Cor. 5:9-10).

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• The consummate aspiration of God’s 
people should be to live for His pleasure 
in every circumstance.

• This makes sense because we already  
know what is on the final!

• We can live with wild abandon in a single 
pursuit because that is the only thing 
that will matter on the final exam!

Is there such a thing as “good ambition?”

• The person who has never surrendered to 
Jesus as His Savior is unable to live for 
God’s pleasure.

• The person who has surrendered is able, 
but now faces a choice.

• “Just because you have a gym 
membership does not mean you will 
automatically become physically fit!”
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How to grow this noble ambition

• Compare (and transfer) your enthusiasm 
for “x” to your enthusiasm for God’s 
pleasure.

• Use a timer and ask yourself, “What is 
my primary motivation right now?”

• Focus on the goal – it’s all going to burn 
up!

• Look for new gift ideas.

• Give an expensive gift!

Grow motivation
Cost

Guilt, coercion, human 
pressure, fear, 
“tyranny of the urgent,” 
profit, prestige, safety, 
security, “looking 
good,” and the 
approval of men are 
the motivations of 
most.

Gift
We worship and serve 
God with authenticity 
and passionate 
abandon.  Pleasing 
God is its own reward; 
We delight to simply 
hear and do what God 
says.
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Hearts Ablaze: We live solely 
and passionately for God’s 
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Therefore also we have as our 
ambition, whether at home or absent, 
to be pleasing to Him (2 Cor. 5:9).


