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God is the opposite of every black 
hole relationship!

• God has made it perfectly clear how we 
can express our love/desire to please Him

• As we use the four “love languages,” we 
actually delight God – this is liberating!

• This is also a great mystery: We can give 
the God who has everything something 
only we can give and it is something that 
He values!

The Capacity to Delight God

• If you know Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, you actually have it within your 
power to do this.

• If you do not know Jesus, this is 
impossible (Heb. 11:6), because you are 
trying to please God on your terms.

• When we admit we have no gift, God gives 
us the power to give gifts on His wish-list!

Four Evidences of Hearts Ablaze

• Praise – Use your words to affirm God or 
brag on God.

• Obey – Use your actions to follow God’s 
commands.

• Honor – Affirm God’s attributes by your 
responses to circumstances.

• Emulate – Make His holiness yours.

Through Him then, let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to His name
(Heb. 13:15).

Pr
ai

se God likes it when we use our 
words to praise Him.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
And to sing praises to Your name, 
O Most High (Psalm 92:1).

Pr
ai

se We can praise Him directly using 
the second person, “You.”

I have not hidden Your 
righteousness within my heart; I 
have spoken of Your faithfulness 
and Your salvation; I have not 
concealed Your lovingkindness and 
Your truth from the great 
congregation (Psalm 40:10).

Pr
ai

se We can praise Him in the third 
person by speaking to others.



1/21/2017

2

It came about after the Lord had 
spoken these words to Job, that 
the Lord said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite, “My wrath is kindled 
against you and against your two 
friends, because you have not 
spoken of Me what is right as My 
servant Job has” (Job 42:7).

Pr
ai

se When we do, we need to 
represent God accurately.

• Content: What I appreciate about

1. Who He is – character 

2. What He has said – Word 

3. What He has done – history 

• Recipients

1. Tell Him

2. Tell Others

Pr
ai

se Here’s the big picture on using 
your words to praise God.

Great are the works of the Lord; 
They are studied by all who delight 
in them (Psalm 111:2).

Pr
ai

se Study (including recall) will 
help you. 

“But an hour is coming, and now is, 
when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and 
truth; for such people the Father 
seeks to be His worshipers” (John 
4:23).

Pr
ai

se God is actively looking for 
genuine worshipers!

And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written: ‘This people honors Me with 
their lips, But their heart is far away 
from Me. But in vain do they worship 
Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts 
of men.’ Neglecting the commandment 
of God, you hold to the tradition of men” 
(Mark 7:6–8).

Pr
ai

se God despises fake worship which 
is betrayed by disobedience. Praise & Obey Go Together

• Praise – Use your words to affirm God or 
brag on God.

• Obey – Use your actions to follow God’s 
commands.

• Praise without obedience is a form of 
dishonoring God.

• So make sure you actions validate your 
praise.
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“If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15).

O
be

y Loving God means keeping His 
commands, with joy 

For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not 
burdensome (1 John 5:3).

“He who has My commandments 
and keeps them is the one who 
loves Me; and he who loves Me will 
be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and will disclose Myself to 
him” (John 14:21).

O
be

y Keeping Jesus’ commands 
promotes intimacy with Him.

“Therefore everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and acts on 
them, may be compared to a wise 
man who built his house on the 
rock” (Matt. 7:24).

O
be

y Keeping His commands begins 
with hearing.

• Make a policy decision to obey 
before you hear.

• Ask God to teach you what you 
need to hear.

• Read the Bible till you have “heard 
His voice.”

• Put what He says into action.

Here is the process that 
promotes max obedienceO

be
y

A false balance is an abomination 
to the Lord, But a just weight is His 
delight (Prov. 11:1).

O
be

y God is delighted when we keep 
His commands.

The perverse in heart are an 
abomination to the Lord, But the 
blameless in their walk are His 
delight (Prov. 11:20).

God is the opposite of every black 
hole relationship!

• God has made it perfectly clear how we 
can express our love/desire to please Him.

• Every word of true praise and every act of 
genuine obedience gives God pleasure.

• This makes it a genuine joy to praise and 
obey God because He sees and values 
what we offer Him.


