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How can I do what 
matters most, what will 

last when the storm 
comes?

“Therefore go make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age” (Matt. 
28:19-20).

Command, Means, Measure, Promise

And Jesus 
came up and 
spoke to them, 
saying, “All 
authority has 
been given to 
Me in heaven 
and on earth. 
Therefore 
go…”

Warrant

• This is the warrant for 
the command.

• Jesus has been 
authorized – He is 
authorized to call the 
shots.

• He has been 
empowered – This is 
no longer Satan’s 
domain.

Therefore go 
make disciples 
of all the 
nations…

Core Command

• There is only one 
command – “make 
disciples”

• “Go” is a helping verb 
– “go search for the 
child” (Matt. 2:8).

• The theater of 
operations is global! 

Therefore go 
make disciples 
of all the 
nations…

Core Command

• “make disciples” = 
present imperative

• “make disciples” is 
one word with “ize” 
ending

• Includes product and 
process information

Therefore go 
make disciples 
of all the 
nations…

Core Command

• Product info is 
captured in the term 
“disciple.”

• Process is spelled out 
in words to follow.

• 4 key characteristics  
of disciples. These are 
not pre-requisites but 
results!



3/11/2017

2

• A disciple listens to what God has to say

– “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).

Product Info: 4 Characteristics Product Info: 4 Characteristics

• A disciple listens to what God has to say.

• A disciple follows Jesus’ agenda

– “Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls” 
(Matt 11:29).

Product Info: 4 Characteristics

• A disciple listens to what God has to say.

• A disciple follows Jesus’ agenda.

• A disciple becomes like Jesus

– “It is enough for the disciple that he 
become as his teacher, and the slave as 
his master” (Matt. 10:24).

Product Info: 4 Characteristics

• A disciple listens to what God has to say.

• A disciple follows Jesus’ agenda.

• A disciple becomes like Jesus.

• A disciple bears much fruit

– “My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 
disciples” (John 15:8).

baptizing them 
in the name of 
the Father and 
the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them 
to observe

Process

• Baptizing is part one 
of process

• Culminates in public 
identification with 
Father, Son, and Spirit 
through immersion.

• Teaching is part two

• Observance is 
teaching goal

baptizing them 
in the name of 
the Father and 
the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them 
to observe all 
that I 
commanded 
you

Measure / Metric

• Jesus is not 
“command averse:” “I 
do exactly as the 
Father commanded 
Me” (John 14:30).

• Disciple-makers help 
others think, speak, 
and do what aligns 
with Jesus’ 
commands.
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baptizing them 
in the name of 
the Father and 
the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them 
to observe all 
that I 
commanded 
you

Measure / Metric

• To “win” others without 
growing them is to fall 
short of what Jesus 
commands.

• This is a self 
referential command –
so there are three 
“process” elements.

Applications
• Bottom line: Am I intentionally seeking out 

prospective disciples?

• Am I helping them come to the place of 
publically identifying with Father as 
Creator, Jesus as Savior, and Spirit as 
Sustainer through baptism?

• Am I a growth asset who uses Jesus 
commands as my compass & curriculum?

and lo, I am 
with you 
always, even 
to the end of 
the age

Promise

• This is a partnership 
promise.

• This is Jesus’ pledge 
that we will be 
effective as disciple-
makers.

and lo, I am 
with you 
always, even 
to the end of 
the age

Promise

• There are people 
already queued up in 
“the draw” to whom 
Jesus wants you to 
speak.

• Jesus will connect the 
dots – you need but 
speak!

Yes, but…

• I’m not an evangelist.

• I don’t have time to add one more 
thing.

• This is just for the gung-ho types.

• This is the pastor’s job.

• I don’t know what to say.

You have Jesus’ 
personal pledge to 
partner with you to 

accomplish what matters 
most.

There is but one question!


