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EPHESIANS
Never the Same

Message of Ephesians
• If you know who you are and what you 
have in Christ, you cannot live the same 
way.

• Chapters 1-3 explain who we are and what 
we have in Christ. ID & Assets

• Chapters 4-6 explain how to live 
accordingly. Vocation

For you showed sympathy to the 
prisoners and accepted joyfully the 
seizure of your property, knowing 
that you have for yourselves a 
better possession and a lasting one
(Heb. 10:34).

They Got It!

A VERY DIFFERENT VIEW 
OF STUFF
Flows from an understanding of 
God’s grace.
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LET’S TAKE A SIDE TRIP
What does grace based giving look like?

Paul’s / God’s Preferred Method
• Therefore, though I have enough confidence 
in Christ to order you to do what is proper, yet 
for love’s sake I rather appeal to you – since 
I am such a person as Paul, the aged, and 
now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus . . .
(Philemon 8–9).

• Each one must do just as he has purposed in 
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 
9:7).

A PORTRAIT OF GRACE
What does grace based giving look like?

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to 
you the grace of God which has been given 
in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great 
ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and 
their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality.

2 Cor. 8:1-5
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For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own 
accord, begging us with much urging for the 
favor of participation in the support of the 
saints, and this, not as we had expected, but 
they first gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us by the will of God (2 Cor. 8:1–5).

2 Cor. 8:1-5

• Paul loves God stories –
this is one for the books.

• Paul employs examples –
this one involves Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea.

• The ultimate explanation –
this is a gift from God.

Now, brethren, 
we wish to make 
known to you the 
grace of God 
which has been 
given in the 
churches of 
Macedonia,

2 Cor. 8:1

• Go figure!

• Great ordeal of affliction 
➠ abundance of joy

• Deep poverty ➠ wealth of 
liberality

• The result defies the 
circumstances.

that in a great 
ordeal of 
affliction their 
abundance of 
joy and their 
deep poverty 
overflowed in 
the wealth of 
their liberality.

2 Cor. 8:2

• Their giving was connected 
to God’s blessing.

• Their giving surpassed 
what you would consider 
possible, given their 
circumstances.

• It was totally free will!

For I testify that 
according to 
their ability, and 
beyond their 
ability, they 
gave of their 
own accord,

2 Cor. 8:3
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• This makes me laugh!

• They want in and are 
begging to have a part.

• They request the “favor of 
participation” – they 
consider it a gift to give!

• In this case, it is a 
compassion fund.

begging us 
with much 
urging for the 
favor of 
participation in 
the support of 
the saints,

2 Cor. 8:4

• The point of origin for this 
“irrational giving” was a gift 
of themselves.

• They gave themselves to 
the Lord and to Paul.

• God’s hand was in this, 
too!

and this, not 
as we had 
expected, but 
they first gave 
themselves to 
the Lord and to 
us by the will 
of God

2 Cor. 8:5

Key Principles
• Grace giving begins with the gift of oneself.

• Grace giving is oblivious to circumstances.

• Grace giving considers participation a gift!

• Grace giving defies explanation and 
therefore can only be explained by the 
hand of God.

90 DAYS OF 
PREPARATION
Starts now – culminates on Dec. 27
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THE GRACE KILLERS
Four ways to Start Now – culminates on 
Dec. 27

• This verse recalls when 
Israel entered the promised 
land.

• Pasture ➠ satisfied ➠
pride ➠ forgot God

• There is higher risk when 
God blesses us that we will 
forget Him!

As they had 
their pasture, 
they became 
satisfied, And 
being satisfied, 
their heart 
became proud; 
Therefore they 
forgot Me
(Hosea 13:6).

Pasture

Principle: Prosperity can be worse 
than adversity!

When we fail to review our blessings and 
renew our gratitude to God accordingly, 
we neutralize our capacity to experience 
grace giving.

Thus says the Lord of hosts, “This people says, 
‘The time has not come, even the time for the 
house of the Lord to be rebuilt.’” Then the word 
of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 
“Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your 
paneled houses while this house lies desolate?”
(Haggai 1:2–4).

Delay
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• Delayed obedience is 
disobedience.

• The people were looking 
for “ideal circumstances” to 
present themselves.

• Their delay betrayed their 
sense of priorities.

“The time has 
not come, even 
the time for the 
house of the 
Lord to be 
rebuilt.”

Delay
Principle: Delay betrays wrong 
priorities.

When we retain today what we think we 
will give tomorrow, we neutralize our 
capacity to experience grace giving.

• Everyone in this room 
is rich.

• Risk #1 is conceit –
the notion that our 
riches are the product 
of our efforts.

Instruct those who 
are rich in this 
present world not to 
be conceited or to fix 
their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who 
richly supplies us 
with all things to 
enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17).

Pride
Principle: We do not have ourselves 
to thank for our material prosperity.

When we take pride in what we did to 
“make it,” we neutralize our capacity to 
experience grace giving.
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• Risk #2 is “riches 
based security.”

• This type of “security” 
is based on 
something that is 
inherently unstable.

• God is the only basis 
for true security.

Instruct those who 
are rich in this 
present world not to 
be conceited or to fix 
their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who 
richly supplies us 
with all things to 
enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17).

Security
Principle: Trust in God alone is the 
only sound basis for true security.

When we connect security to possessions, 
we neutralize our capacity to experience 
grace giving.

Prepare for grace giving
• Inventory God’s blessings.

• Give your gift today.

• Make it clear to God that He alone is the 
cause of your blessings.

• Make it clear to God that He is the sole 
basis of your security.


