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THE BIG PICTURE
Stewardship from a different perspective

Week Three
Giving is often conceived as 
finding the balance point between 
what is mine and what is God’s.

But when we view our giving from 
God’s perspective, this is about 
something far greater.

Ultimately, giving is not about 
distinguishing “mine” from “God’s,” 
but converting earthly seed into a 
heavenly harvest.

The Investor’s Perspective
1. Germ of a New Enterprise

2. Resources

3. Investment Strategy

4. Wealth Trap

5. “Insignificant” Investment
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Germ of a New Enterprise
• But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I 
labored even more than all of them, yet not I, 
but the grace of God with me (1 Cor. 15:10).

• Paul WAS the last one we would expect to be 
a follower of Jesus.

• But Paul BECAME one of the greatest 
followers of Jesus in the history of the church.

Germ of a New Enterprise
• Paul’s former life became the black velvet 
against which the beauty of God’s grace 
was exquisitely displayed.

• Paul determined to respond in kind, 
although he attributes even this response 
to God’s grace.

• God’s grace was not wasted on Paul!

Principle One: God’s grace is like 
the seed money for a bold venture 
capable of producing a fantastic 
ROI. 

Resources
• “Now He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness; you will be 
enriched in everything for all liberality, 
which through us is producing thanksgiving 
to God” (2 Cor. 9:10–11).
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Resources
• God’s grace was extended to us without 
consideration of cost – “whatever it takes.”

• Our generosity, similarly, should be 
unstinting.

• God supplies from farmland’s harvest 
BOTH food and seed.

• So too with grace, food and seed grace.
• The smart play is in sowing.

Principle Two: God’s grace gifts 
can serve us like food, but can 
also be planted to yield a “harvest 
of righteousness.”

Investment Strategy
• “And his master praised the unrighteous manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the sons of 
this age are more shrewd in relation to their own 
kind than the sons of light. And I say to you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of 
unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they will 
receive you into the eternal dwellings. He who is 
faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; 
and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is 
unrighteous also in much.

Investment Strategy
• Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use 
of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true 
riches to you? And if you have not been faithful in 
the use of that which is another’s, who will give 
you that which is your own? No servant can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, were listening to all these things and were 
scoffing at Him (Luke 16:8–14).
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Investment Strategy
• Normally, earthly investors give far greater 
attention to their craft than heavenly 
investors.

• May it not be so among us!

• It is possible for seed sown in the here and 
now to produce a time warped yield.

• How you use resources here will affect your 
experience of life in heaven!

Investment Strategy
• We are currently dealing with “play money.”

• How we deal with it will affect the extent to 
which we are entrusted with “real wealth.”

• INVESTOR WARNING: It is not possible to 
“diversify” – we are either investing in life 
here or true life but not both.

Principle Three: The smart investor 
maximizes his “harvest of 
righteousness” by using God’s gifts 
as seed.

As each one has received a special 
gift [grace-good], employ it in 
serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of 
God (1 Peter 4:10).
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Wealth Trap
• A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good 
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you 
call Me good? No one is good except God 
alone. “You know the commandments, ‘Do 
not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor 
your father and mother.’ ” And he said, “All 
these things I have kept from my youth.” 

Wealth Trap
• When Jesus heard this, He said to him, 
“One thing you still lack; sell all that you 
possess and distribute it to the poor, and 
you shall have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” But when he had heard 
these things, he became very sad, for he 
was extremely rich. And Jesus looked at 
him and said, “How hard it is for those who 
are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 18:18–24)!

Wealth Trap
• Jesus did not shy away from presenting a 
costly Gospel.

• Jesus offered this man a plan for “treasure 
in heaven.”

• This man’s wealth actually made it MORE 
DIFFICULT for him to become a grace 
investor.

• Why is this so hard for the wealthy?

Principle Four: The possession of 
material wealth raises the level of 
difficulty for would be grace 
investors.
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Two remedies: “I have what I have 
because of God (humility) and my 
security is found only in Him (hope 
in God).”

Insignificant Investment
• “For whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because of your name as followers of 
Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his 
reward” (Mark 9:41).

• A “cup of water” represents a minimum 
investment.

• This is support for itinerants.

• Truly, will be rewarded!

Principle Five: The smallest grace 
investment now is guarantied to 
generate a “time warped harvest.”

Summary: Prepare for grace giving
• Inventory God’s blessings regularly.

• Freely and without delay, give your gift in 
response to God’s blessings.

• Make it clear that God alone is the cause of 
your blessings / basis of your security.

• Put your gift into a private treasury 
dedicated to kingdom investment!
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I am not trying to meddle! I am 
simply explaining how you can 
get in on the greatest 
investment opportunity of all 
time!

You can invest anything – time, 
ability / talent, energy, material 
resources, wisdom – into the 
kingdom.

Your return is guarantied 
and will dwarf your original 
investment.


