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90 DAYS OF 
PREPARATION
Culminates on Dec. 27

A PORTRAIT OF GRACE
What does grace based giving look like?

Week One

Grace Giving (2 Cor 8:1-5) - OBHOG
• The result defies the circumstances.

• They “gave of their own accord.”

• The givers beg for the “favor of 
participation.”

• This kind of giving begins with giving 
oneself as a first gift.

Week One: Grace Giving 

“Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of 
every week each one of you is to put aside 
and save, as he may prosper, so that no 
collections be made when I come.” (1 Cor. 
16:1–2).

Week Two: Process
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• Priority – “first day”

• Regular – “every week”

• Individual – “each one”

• Private Treasury – “put aside and save”

• Connected to Blessing – “as he may 
prosper”

• Planned, not last minute – “no collections 
be made when I come”

Week Two: Process

Process for grace giving
• Inventory God’s blessings regularly.

• Freely and without delay, give your gift in 
response to God’s blessings.

• Make it clear that God alone is the cause of 
your blessings / basis of your security.

• Put your gift into a private treasury.

Week Two: Process

“Giving” in a new light!
• Ultimately, giving is not about distinguishing 
“mine” from “God’s.”

• God’s grace-gifts can be planted to yield a 
“time-warped” harvest of righteousness.

• As each one has received a grace-gift, 
employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God (1 
Peter 4:10).

Week Three: Perspective

So what are best investments?

“Being a successful investor is not about 
picking the right stocks, mastering some 
arcane investment vehicle, or guessing when 
the market will rise or fall.”

US News
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The Really Smart Investor – 1 Tim. 6:17-19

• His Mental Compass (vs. 17)

• His Portfolio (vs. 18)

• His Profits (vs. 19)

Week Four: Strategy

• This instruction is for 
the materially advan-
taged in the here and 
now

• Beware the pride & 
false security pitfalls

• Hope in God is healthy 
& character justified.

Mental Compass

Instruct those 
who are rich in 
this present world 
not to be 
conceited or to fix 
their hope on the 
uncertainty of 
riches, but on 
God, who richly 
supplies us with 
all things to enjoy.

• “Do good” = demonstrate 
Father’s use of His riches to 
bless others (Acts 14:17).

• “Rich in good works” = put 
your material wealth to work in 
support of what Jesus values.

• “Generous” = become less 
wealthy

Portfolio

[Instruct 
them] to do 
good, to be 
rich in good 
works, to be 
generous 
and ready to 
share,

• “ready to share” = already pre-
disposed to allow others to 
benefit from how God has 
blessed you (cf. Gal. 6:6).

• For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
He was rich, yet for your sake 
He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might 
become rich (2 Cor. 8:9).

Portfolio

[Instruct 
them] to do 
good, to be 
rich in good 
works, to be 
generous 
and ready to 
share,
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• “storing up” is ongoing 
process

• “treasure” is the 
ultimate nest-egg

• “so that” = result

• “Take hold…” = 
possess the real thing.

Profits

...storing up for 
themselves the 
treasure of a 
good foundation 
for the future, so 
that they may 
take hold of that 
which is life 
indeed.

Which would you prefer?

To be rich in the here and now or rich in 
eternity? How you use what God has given 
you declares your preference! 

“For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it; but whoever loses his life for My 
sake will find it. For what will it profit a man 
if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? For the Son of Man is going 
to come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY
MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS” (Matt. 
16:25–27). 

Are you willing to write God a 
letter outlining your intentions?
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Dear God…
• I am overwhelmed by how you have 
lavished me with every spiritual blessing 
and give me all good things to enjoy.

• I have not honored you in my giving –
please forgive me.

• I want to take my stewardship to the next 
level – please help me.

Dear God…
• I am determined to regularly review how 
you have blessed me and to respond 
accordingly.

• I am committed to diminishing my earthly 
worth in the interest of underwriting the 
things Jesus is excited about.

• Help me to reflect You by being a source of 
blessing to others.

Dear God…
• I am declaring my trust that you will provide 
a sufficiency for every good deed.

• Thank you that you make it possible for me 
to convert dollars into true riches for 
eternity – this is too good to be true (except 
your Word tells me it’s true)!

“For whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it; but whoever loses his life for My 
sake will find it. For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and 
forfeits his soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul? For the 
Son of Man is going to come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN
REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS” 
(Matt. 16:25–27). 

One Last Word


