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You Follow Me
Stronger Together

10 Ways to Neighbor Well!

Gospel impact depends on the 
unity of the saints.

“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, 
but for those also who believe in Me 
through their word; that they may all 
be one; even as You, Father, are in 
Me and I in You, that they also may 
be in Us, so that the world may 
believe that You sent Me…and 
loved them” (John 17:20–21, 23).

➊
Gospel impact depends on the 
unity of the saints.

o When Christians live in unity (not 
the same as uniformity), the world 
knows that Jesus was sent by God 
and that God loves them.

o This knowledge prepares men to 
become Jesus followers.

o We must guard and protect unity
– the enemy cares about this!

➊

The true Gospel (Jesus, 
Spirit) are our unity markers.

But I am afraid that, as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his craftiness, your 
minds will be led astray from the 
simplicity and purity of devotion to 
Christ. For if one comes and preaches 
another Jesus whom we have not 
preached, or you receive a different 
spirit which you have not received, or a 
different gospel which you have not 
accepted, you bear this beautifully (2 
Cor. 11:3–4).

➋
The true Gospel (Jesus, 
Spirit) are our unity markers.

If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting (2 John 10).

Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye 
on those who cause dissensions and 
hindrances contrary to the teaching 
which you learned, and turn away from 
them (Rom. 16:17).

➋
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The true Gospel (Jesus, 
Spirit) are our unity markers.

o We must not protect unity at the 
cost of the truth. Our unity must 
mean something!

o Don’t mislead someone into thinking 
“it’s all good” when it’s not!

o Don’t turn truthless “success” 
into an idol.

➋
Those who serve Jesus in 
Jesus’ name are our allies.

John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw 
someone casting out demons in Your 
name, and we tried to prevent him 
because he was not following us.” But 
Jesus said, “Do not hinder him, for 
there is no one who will perform a 
miracle in My name, and be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of Me. For he 
who is not against us is for us” (Mark 
9:38–40).

➌

Those who serve Jesus in 
Jesus’ name are our allies.

o Others are not accountable to us but 
to the Lord. (We may coach, but not 
referee.)

o Rejoice to the extent another 
glorifies God or makes disciples.   


➌
Horizontal comparison is a 
mark of immaturity.

For we are not bold to class or compare 
ourselves with some of those who 
commend themselves; but when they 
measure themselves by themselves and 
compare themselves with themselves, 
they are without understanding (2 Cor. 
10:12).

➍

Horizontal comparison is a 
mark of immaturity.

o When we compare, we assign either 
superiority or inferiority.

o Neither is good! Hand, foot, and eye 
are all necessary. Stop comparing!

o Bring out the biblical best in another 
but don’t try to squeeze them into 
your particular mold of preferences.

➍
Vertical comparison is 
healthy.

To the angel of the church in Sardis 
write: He who has the seven Spirits of 
God and the seven stars, says this: “I 
know your deeds, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead” 
(Rev. 3:1).

➎
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Vertical comparison is 
healthy.

And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write: The first and the last, 
who was dead, and has come to life, 
says this: “I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich)” (Rev. 
2:8-9).

➎
Vertical comparison is 
healthy.

o Hearts ablaze! The only one whose 
opinion of our church matters is the 
Lord!

o The best place to secure guidance 
for our church is in the Word: 
Ecclesiology!

o Ask: What does the Bible say 
about who we are, what we do, 
and how we do it?

➎

“Show” righteousness is 
dangerous.

o "Everything they do is for men to 
see" (Matt. 23:5); "Woe to you ... 
you hypocrites!“ (Matt. 23:13, 15, 
23, 25, 27 and 29).

o Trying to impress men will end 
badly!

o Don’t equate the praise of men 
with the praise of God

➏
Competition and selfish 
ambition are toxic.

o But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, do not 
be arrogant and so lie against the 
truth (James 3:14).

o I wrote something to the church; but 
Diotrephes, who loves to be first 
among them, does not accept what 
we say (3 John 9).

➐

Competition and selfish 
ambition are toxic.

o Regardless of another’s motives, we 
can rejoice when Jesus is preached 
(Phil. 1:17-18).

o But wanting to be demonstrated as 
superior undercuts our ministry.

o Our aspiration is to be servant 
of all, last of all, least of all.

➐
Jesus’ servants are 
accountable to Jesus, not me.

o So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, 
“Lord, and what about this man?” 
Jesus said to him, “If I want him to 
remain until I come, what is that to 
you? You follow Me!” (John 21:21–
22).

o Who are you to judge the servant of 
another? To his own master he stands 
or falls (Rom. 14:4).

➑
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Jesus’ servants are 
accountable to Jesus, not me.

o God is in charge, He is the builder of 
the church.

o He assigns each of us as He deems 
fit.

o Celebrate your assignment 
because of Who gave it to you, 
not because of how it looks to 
another.

➑
The right question to ask is: 
Do I trust what God says?

o Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
that works within us (Eph. 3:20).

o “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me, the works that I do, he 
will do also; and greater works than 
these he will do; because I go to the 
Father” (John 14:12).

➒

The right question to ask is: 
Do I trust what God says?

o Since Jesus has returned to Father, 
if you know and serve Jesus, His 
Spirit is doing mind-boggling stuff 
through you.

o Trust Him (more than your 
perception of the significance of 
what you do) that you are doing 
what matters.

➒
Praise from the lips of 
another is better.

o Let another praise you, and not your 
own mouth; A stranger, and not your 
own lips (Prov. 27:2).

o The best praise will come from 
the mouth of the Lord.

➓

Praise from the lips of 
another is better.

o Now if any man builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
each man’s work will become 
evident; for the day will show it 
because it is to be revealed with 
fire, and the fire itself will test the 
quality of each man’s work (1 Cor. 
3:12–13).

o The “big reveal” is future!

➓
Praise from the lips of 
another is better.

o Therefore do not go on passing 
judgment before the time, but wait 
until the Lord comes who will both 
bring to light the things hidden in 
the darkness and disclose the 
motives of men’s hearts; and then 
each man’s praise will come to him 
from God (1 Cor. 4:5).

➓


