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“But rather we will certainly carry out every word that 
has proceeded from our mouths, by burning sacrifices 
to the queen of heaven and pouring out libations to 

her, just as we ourselves, our forefathers, our kings and 
our princes did in the cities of Judah and in the streets 
of Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of food, and were 
well off, and saw no misfortune. But since we stopped 
burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring 

out libations to her, we have lacked everything and have 
met our end by the sword and by famine” (Jeremiah 

44:17-18).

Disappointment with God

Two followers of Jesus are reeling 
from disappointment and 

discouragement because Jesus 
didn’t turn out to be whom they 

thought!

 Gone all-in for Jesus

 Come to believe Jesus was the Messiah

 Their bubble had burst three days before.

 A week ago a victory parade

 Now a long, slow, sad walk home

Previously Disappointment Reigns

 “Stood still, looking sad”

 Talk about irony!

 “Was a prophet” = best 
face

 “Third day” – reality

 “Were hoping”

 “going to redeem”

 Silly women – No sign of 
Him ►

And they stood still, 
looking sad. …They 
said, “The things 
about Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was a 
prophet…But we were 
hoping that it was He 
who was going to 
redeem Israel. Indeed, 
besides all this, it is 
the third day since 
these things 
happened. …Him 
they did not see”

The disciples on the Emmaus Road 
are a walking picture of dashed 

hopes:  The best possible face they 
can put on things is that Jesus was 

(past tense) a great, but nonetheless 
dead, prophet!

Many Faces of Disappointment

• Silence: Prayer long unanswered 

• Disaster: Unforeseen, undeserved crisis or 
loss

• Failure: Gave your all to no avail

• Broken Trust: People of whom you thought 
better have hurt you or done you harm

• Pointlessness: No one values or affirms 
what you are doing     ►
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A Remedy for Disappointment

• “All” vs. “selective 
belief.”  Glory + 
suffering.

• “Necessary” = the train 
has not been derailed 
but is right on time

• Their expectation was 
out of alignment with 
God’s good plan ►

And He said to them, 
“O foolish men and 
slow of heart to 
believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken!  
Was it not necessary
for the Christ to 
suffer these things 
and to enter into His 
glory?”

When we don’t affirm 
everything God says in His 

Word, we are sitting ducks for 
disappointment with God.

God’s good plan for you 
is on track even when it 

doesn’t seem so!

Disappointment Antidote 4U

• We experience: Hardship, crisis, loss, 
setbacks

• God’s viewpoint: And not only this, but we 
also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; 
and perseverance, proven character;
and proven character, hope (Rom. 5:3–4).    
►

Disappointment Antidote 4U

• God’s viewpoint: And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose ...to 
become conformed to the image of His 
Son (Rom. 8:28–29).

• We face a choice – who you gonna’ 
believe?  ►

Will you trust what God 
says more than your 

own perceptions?

Will you ask God to 
help you see from His 

perspective?
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Disappointment Antidote 4U

• God’s viewpoint: And we know that God 
causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose ...to 
become conformed to the image of His 
Son (Rom. 8:28–29).

• This principle only works for a particular 
group

• You can choose to be included in this 
group     ►

When you appreciate 
what Jesus did, the 

knowledge that Jesus is 
alive transforms us!

Why the Blindness?

• Seeing Him alive 
without understanding 
the necessity of the 
cross would give them 
an inadequate view of 
the cross.

• Jesus first corrects this 
notion before revealing 
Himself       ►

And it came about 
that while they were 
conversing and 
discussing, Jesus 
Himself approached, 
and began traveling 
with them. But their 
eyes were prevented 
from recognizing 
Him.

Why the Blindness?

• They were looking 
for someone to 
improve their 
circumstances.

• Jesus came to 
address a problem 
of far greater 
significance: 
forgiveness of sins   
►

Then beginning with 
Moses and with all the 
prophets, He explained 
to them the things 
concerning Himself in all 
the Scriptures.  …And 
they said to one another, 
“Were not our hearts 
burning within us while 
He was speaking to us on 
the road, while He was 
explaining the Scriptures 
to us? 

At first, Jesus was crashing their pity 
party. But as He spoke, a flame flickered 
in the ashes: In its light they begin to 
discern that their disappointment is 
based upon a failure to understand God’s 
truth and God’s bigger plan.

Ambushed by Hope

This is about 
forgiveness!

Jesus is alive – this is 
proof that “operation 

forgiveness” was 
successful!
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Before After

• Silent

• Eeyore’s travel 
guide

• Time to retire

• Can’t keep silent

• 10k in the dark

• Time to get in 
the game!

They see the same circumstances, but 
in an entirely different light!

When you understand the 
true purpose for Jesus’ death, 
the fact that Jesus now lives 
demonstrates the completion 

of His mission.

Jesus lives which means 
His offer of forgiveness 

is the real deal. No 
disappointment!

• Disappointed because circumstances 
don’t turn out how you wanted?

– Trust Him – He has a great plan!

– Celebrate – He is making a better you! 

– Read the Word and ask for His 
perspective.

• Don’t want your life to end in 
disappointment? Call on Him!

How to Respond

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 
your mouth and in your heart”— that is, the 

word of faith which we are preaching, that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart 
man believes, resulting in righteousness, and 

with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever 
believes in Him will not be disappointed.”

For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; 
for “Whoever will call upon the name of the 

Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:8-13).


