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EPHESIANS LESSON 11
Mistaken Identity

Question:
How can I be sure that all 
these marvelous blessings 
belong to me?

Affirmative: Those who have denied 
themselves, picked up their crosses 
and are following Jesus will find life 
eternal.

To them belongs the promise of all that 
is described in Ephesians 1-2.

Most people believe they are 
going to heaven. 

The majority of them are 
mistaken.
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21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven will enter. 
22“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
and in Your name cast out demons, and in 
Your name perform many miracles?’ 
23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness.’

Matthew 7:21–23

If you’re wrong about 
salvation, it really doesn’t 
matter what else you’re right 
about.

False Assurance
• A Public Commitment or Outward Response

• Baptism

• Involvement at Church

• Strong Christian Family Heritage

• Abundance of Good Deeds

False Assurance
• An Extraordinary Experience

• Dramatic Personal or Lifestyle Change

• Material Blessing

• A False Understanding of God – made in 
their own image

• A False Understanding of Sin and Hell
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Characteristics of the Falsely Assured
• Do not consider false assurance a real risk –
angry or unconcerned

• Confused about purpose of spiritual 
disciplines and duties – legalistic or carefree  

• Either very weak in or very confident in their 
Bible “knowledge”

• Scripture is not transforming them.

Characteristics of the Falsely Assured

Matthew 9:12–13
12But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It 
is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick. 
13“But go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for 
I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”

Who receives these gifts?

•Answer: Those who make a 
conscious choice to abandon 
ship for the sake of Christ –
trusting that it will be worth it.

Cross-Bearers
• Would take a bullet for the Lord

• Not ashamed of Christ and will speak of 
Him and what concerns Him without 
allowing their fear to silence them.

• Willing to suffer for Him, including 
deprivation

• Give up comfort and ease for His sake
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A day may come when I must 
make a supremely costly 
choice to follow the Lord.

How can I know NOW what 
choice I will make?

How to prepare now
• Start a daily regimen of Cross-training

• This is not just about self-denial

• This is about self-denial for the cause of 
Christ.

• Start small and build.

• Commit to serving someone in Jesus’ name 
when you will thereby miss out on 
something you really want to do.

How to prepare now
• Forgo a legitimate and normal activity as an 
accompaniment to earnest prayer: I want 
this more than…

• Witness for Christ (but make sure your 
words are laced with grace and kindness) 
when it is costly to do so.

• Miss out on highly desirable activity in order 
to “seek first His Kingdom.”

Why?
Matthew 24:3–14
3As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to Him privately, saying, 
“Tell us, when will these things happen, 
and what will be the sign of Your coming, 
and of the end of the age?” 
4And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“See to it that no one misleads you.
5“For many will come in My name, saying, 
‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 
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6“You will be hearing of wars and rumors of 
wars. See that you are not frightened, for 
those things must take place, but that is 
not yet the end. 
7“For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and in various 
places there will be famines and 
earthquakes. 
8“But all these things are merely the 
beginning of birth pangs. 

Why?
9“Then they will deliver you to tribulation, 
and will kill you, and you will be hated by 
all nations because of My name. 
10“At that time many will fall away and will 
betray one another and hate one another. 
11“Many false prophets will arise and will 
mislead many. 
12“Because lawlessness is increased, most 
people’s love will grow cold.

Why?

13“But the one who endures to the end, he 
will be saved. 
14“This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the 
end will come.

Why?

Those who don’t get ready 
until a faith crisis is upon them 

will “fall away.”

Use Eph 1-2 as the sound 
track for your cross-training 

exercises.
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Do you admire Jesus, but are not 
ready to follow Him to the cross?

Has your hope of salvation been 
resting in what is false?

Have you been living a “Cross-
Training Optional” Christian life?


