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EPHESIANS LESSON 12
A Peculiar Perspective 

from Prison

 Those who are described in Ephesians 
1-2 are the same as those who daily 
deny themselves, pick up their crosses, 
and follow Jesus.

 They are not ashamed of Jesus or His 
Words (and Jesus is not ashamed of 
them)!

 They surrender personal comfort, self-
protection, and the pursuit of “man 
things” in the interest of promoting 
Jesus’ interests.

In Christ

 A soul is of greater value than everything 
else in the world. Jesus says so, so we 
think so.

 Cross-bearers will therefore put 
themselves in harm’s way, even to 
rescue just one soul.

For Christ
1For this 
reason I, 
Paul, the 
prisoner of 
Christ Jesus 
for the sake 
of you 
Gentiles –

•Paul is ready to praise 
God

•He stops in mid-
sentence

•Resumes at vs. 14: 
For this reason I bow 
my knees before the 
Father 

What God is up to!
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1For this 
reason I, 
Paul, the 
prisoner of 
Christ Jesus 
for the sake 
of you 
Gentiles –

•Why the digression?

•He has just said, “I am 
in prison because of 
you!”

•Verses 2-13 explain 
this “arresting notion.” 


What God is up to!
2if indeed you have 

heard of the 
stewardship of God’s 
grace which was 
given to me for you;
3that by revelation 
there was made 
known to me the 
mystery, as I wrote 
before in brief.

•A stewardship of 
grace was given 
to Paul.

•A revelation was 
shown – this is 
God’s idea.

•Previously 
mentioned?   

What God is up to!

4By referring to this, 
when you read you can 
understand my insight 
into the mystery of 
Christ, 5which in other 
generations was not 
made known to the sons 
of men, as it has now 
been revealed to His 
holy apostles and 
prophets in the Spirit;

• Check previous 
paragraph

• This was brand 
new info

• Paul is not the 
only message 
recipient

• Spirit driven 

What God is up to!
6to be specific, 
that the Gentiles 
are fellow heirs 
and fellow 
members of the 
body, and fellow 
partakers of the 
promise in Christ 
Jesus through 
the gospel,

•What is the “brand 
new idea?”

•Gentiles are going 
to join God’s party!

•This was earth-
shaking! 

What God is up to!
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We are far removed from the 
context and can take our access 
for granted, but inclusion of 
Gentiles was not just a new idea, 
but something considered 
both radical and subversive.

Acts 10:17–20
17Now while Peter was greatly perplexed in mind 
as to what the vision which he had seen might be, 
behold, the men who had been sent by Cornelius, 
having asked directions for Simon’s house, 
appeared at the gate; 18and calling out, they were 
asking whether Simon, who was also called Peter, 
was staying there. 19While Peter was reflecting on 
the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three 
men are looking for you. 20But get up, go 
downstairs and accompany them without 
misgivings, for I have sent them Myself.” 

Peter’s Aha Moment

Acts 11:1–3
1Now the apostles and the brethren who 
were throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 
2And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, 
those who were circumcised took issue with 
him, 
3saying, “You went to uncircumcised men 
and ate with them.” 

Taking the Heat

Acts 11:17–18
17“Therefore if God gave to them the same 
gift as He gave to us also after believing in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
stand in God’s way?” 
18When they heard this, they quieted down 
and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God 
has granted to the Gentiles also the 
repentance that leads to life.” 

God’s Answer
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Acts 26:14–18
14“And when we had all fallen to the ground, 
I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 
dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me? It is hard for you to kick against the 
goads.’ 
15And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the 
Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting.

Paul’s Aha Moment

Acts 26:14–18
16‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this 
purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint 
you a minister and a witness not only to the 
things which you have seen, but also to the 
things in which I will appear to you; 
17rescuing you from the Jewish people and 
from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending 
you,

Paul’s Aha Moment

Acts 26:14–18
18to open their eyes so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the 
dominion of Satan to God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Me.’” 

Paul’s Aha Moment

Acts 22:21–22
21“And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send 
you far away to the Gentiles.’ ” 
22They listened to him up to this statement, 
and then they raised their voices and said, 
“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for 
he should not be allowed to live!” 

Radical Thought
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To entertain the notion that God 
wants to include us (Gentiles) 
among His special people could 
get a man killed!

7of which I 
was made a 
minister, 
according to 
the gift of 
God’s grace 
which was 
given to me 
according to 
the working 
of His power. 

•Paul is made a 
minister of this 
revolutionary good 
news.

•This was a grace gift.

•Power and grace 
working in concert   

God tapped me!

8To me, the very least of 
all saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of 
Christ, 9and to bring to 
light what is the 
administration of the 
mystery which for ages 
has been hidden in God 
who created all things

• “Least likely 
to succeed”

•God gave 
Paul the 
“ultimate 
weapon”

•Light bulb! 

God tapped me!
10so that the 

manifold 
wisdom of God 
might now be 
made known 
through the 
church to the 
rulers and the 
authorities in the 
heavenly 
places. 

•The church (w/ 
Gentiles included) is 
God’s wisdom 
showcase

•Even angels are 
being taught 
something  

God tapped me!
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11This was in 
accordance with the 
eternal purpose 
which He carried 
out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12in whom 
we have boldness 
and confident 
access through 
faith in Him.

•This was God’s 
plan from the get 
go.

•Jesus worked the 
plan. (I’m just 
PR!)

•Now, through 
faith, we can dial-
in to HQ   

The Bigger Picture
13Therefore I 
ask you not to 
lose heart at 
my tribulations 
on your behalf, 
for they are 
your glory.

•Dial this: My 
imprisonment is not a 
depression incentive.

•My imprisonment is 
but the by-product of 
executing “Operation 
Gentiles in Glory”

• I am in prison for you 
& your glory!   

The Bigger Picture

• Paul was imprisoned for daring to bring the 
Gospel to us!

• 3:1 – For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner 
of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles…

• Even now, we are reading the letter he 
wrote us from prison!

• Would I dare to do likewise? 

Perspective
• Paul was imprisoned for daring to bring the 
Gospel to us! Would I dare?

• This is a stunning example of what it 
means to be a cross-bearer.

• Paul does not ask for his prison door to be 
opened but for his mouth to be opened.
• And pray on my behalf, that utterance 
may be given to me in the opening of my 
mouth, to make known with boldness the 
mystery of the gospel (Eph. 6:19).

Perspective
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Therefore I, the prisoner of the 
Lord, implore you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling with 
which you have been called 
(Eph. 4:1). 

Is the life I am living worthy of 
the sacrifices made by others for 
my rescue?

Two Diagnostic Questions

29And He said to them, “Truly I say to 
you, there is no one who has left house 
or wife or brothers or parents or children, 
for the sake of the kingdom of God, 
30who will not receive many times as 
much at this time and in the age to 
come, eternal life” (Luke 18:29–30). 

What sacrifices am I incurring to 
promote the rescue of others?

Two Diagnostic Questions

What sacrifices am I incurring to 
promote the rescue of others?

Is the life I am living worthy of 
the sacrifices made by others for 
my rescue?

Two Diagnostic Questions


