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EPHESIANS LESSON 20
Light on Your Feet

Eph. 5:3-14

God has not left us in the dark about what 
pleases Him!

Those who are complacent about what 
pleases the Lord raise questions about 
their love for the Lord.

This section outlines what it means to “walk 
as children of the light” (vss. 7-14) in place 
of walking in the dark (vss. 3-6).

Vs. 3 = action & vs. 4 = speech in a 
sexually charged world, vss. 5-6 = 
consequences
Immorality = inappropriate sexual 
relationships
Impurity = sexually driven sin
Greed = desire for what is not yours
Not be named = the label doesn’t stick
As is proper = just what you should expect

Dark Walking

Filthiness, silly talk, and coarse jesting are 
about sexually animated talk and joking.

We avoid immorality and vulgarity, not 
because we have a warped view of sex, but 
because we have the highest regard for 
this gift from God.

How would you think if someone used an 
exquisite gift from you in commonplace or 
mundane ways?

Dark Walking

Sexual intimacy is treated in our culture as 
something common rather than something 
exquisite reserved for a husband and wife.

God is telling us what pleases Him, namely, 
when we enjoy His gift in the special 
circumstances for which He intended it.

Antidote to self-indulgence is thankfulness!

Vss. 5-6 – There are consequences.

Dark Walking

“For this you know with certainty” = this is 
not up for grabs.

“No immoral, or impure person, or covetous 
man” = repeats from vs 3.

“which is idolatry” = these are but three 
variations of idolatry (which is self-love) 

You are entitled to your opinion, but not to 
immunity for being wrong.

Dark Walking
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Consequence #1: There is no place for 
someone who is living according to the 
world’s sexual value system in God’s 
kingdom.

This is not about a lapse but a lifestyle.

“Let no one deceive you with empty words” 
= it is a lie that you “get away with it”

Consequence #2: “Wrath coming on the 
sons of disobedience” = cross goes global

Dark Walking

“Therefore do not be partakers with them” = 
don’t live in their world.

“For you were formerly darkness, but now 
you are Light in the Lord; walk as children 
of Light” = you were stumbling in the dark, 
but now are equipped for a whole new way 
of living, so live accordingly.

It is like someone has turned on the light –
we can see!

Light Walking

This light produces “goodness, 
righteousness, and truth.”

This light allows us to enroll in a life-
learning school where everyone majors in 
“how to please the Lord.”

“Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of 
darkness, but instead even expose them” –
light walking is how we expose dark 
walking.  

Light Walking

“But all things become visible when they 
are exposed by the light” = 3 step process: 
We walk as children of light, others see, 
they become light-bearers, too.

Some will hate the light because they are 
exposed.

But some will receive it – for them there is 
hope: “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the 
dead, And Christ will shine on you.”  

Light Walking


