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EPHESIANS LESSON 22
I Surrender
Eph. 5:21

• “Being subject” is a participle that identifies 
one more aspect of what spirit filled people 
have a heart for.

• speaking to one another

• singing and making melody with your 
heart to the Lord; 

• always giving thanks for all things

• being subject to one another in the fear 
of Christ.

“being subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”

• “Being subject” is a participle that identifies 
one more aspect of what Spirit-filled people 
have a heart for.

• This is not the world’s deal: Because the 
mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; 
for it does not subject itself to the law of 
God, for it is not even able to do so, and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God (Rom. 8:7–8).

“being subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”

• “Being subject” is what spirit filled people 
have a heart for.

• “Being subject” is something we choose.

• “Being subject” is ongoing (present tense) 
not a one-time action.

• This posture is directed toward others in 
the body.

• The motivation is “fear of the Lord.” 

“being subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”

• The verb translated “being subject” is the 
Greek word hupotasso (ὑποτάσσω) that is 
used 38 times in the NT.

• When used in the active voice, it means “to 
subdue.”

• “For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it…” (Rom. 8:20).

hupotasso (ὑποτάσσω)

• The verb translated “being subject” is the 
Greek word hupotasso (ὑποτάσσω).

• When used in the passive voice, it can 
mean “to be subdued or “to submit 
oneself.”

• “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7, NIV84).

hupotasso (ὑποτάσσω)
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Every man will eventually submit 
to God. There is but one question: 
Will he “submit himself” (now) or 
“be subjected” (later)?

Those who will not voluntarily 
choose to submit to God today will 
one day be made subject to Him 
against their will.

Voluntary submission is 
regularly presented as a 
virtue in Scripture.

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Jesus to His Father – 1 Cor. 15:28

• Jesus to His earthly parents – Luke 2:51

• Saints to God – James 4:7

• Sons to Father – Heb. 12:9

• Church to Jesus – Eph. 5:24

• Saints to human institutions – 1 Pet. 2:13-
15; Titus 3:1; Rom. 13:1-5

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships
• Congregation to ministry workers – 1 Cor. 
16:16; Heb. 13:17 (different word)

• Younger men to older men – 1 Pet. 5:5

• Servants to masters – 1 Pet. 2:18

• Wives to husbands – 1 Pet. 3:1; Titus 2:5

• Children to parents – 1 Tim. 3:4 (cognate noun)

• Prophets to prophets – 1 Cor. 14:32

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God (primary) leads to 
submission to His institutions 
(secondary):

• “Every person is to be in subjection to the 
governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those 
which exist are established by God” 
(Romans 13:1).

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God is primary

• Submission produces respect:

• “Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them; 
shall we not much rather be subject to 
the Father of spirits, and live?” (Hebrews 
12:9).

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission
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• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God is primary

• Submission produces respect:

• “In the same way, you wives, be 
submissive to your own husbands so 
that even if any of them are disobedient to 
the word, they may be won without a word 
by the behavior of their wives, as they 
observe your chaste and respectful
behavior” (1 Peter 3:1–2).

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God is primary

• Submission produces respect

• Submission is blind to worth:

• “Servants, be submissive to your masters 
with all respect, not only to those who are 
good and gentle, but also to those who 
are unreasonable (1 Pet. 2:18).

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God is primary

• Submission produces respect

• Submission is blind to worth

• Submission uses the Lord’s interests as 
its compass:

• “Wives, [be subject] to your own 
husbands, as to the Lord” (Eph. 5:22).

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Expressed in numerous relationships

• Submission to God is primary

• Submission produces respect

• Submission is blind to worth

• Submission uses the Lord’s interest as its 
compass

• Submission does not imply inferiority

6 Characteristics of Voluntary Submission

• Human submission is voluntary recognition 
of a working order (established without 
reference to “worth”) wherein one honors 
God by making another’s kingdom 
assignment one’s own.

Definition of Submission

• In most contexts, “reciprocal submission” is 
not taught.

• But in one other NT passage, a certain 
group is called to “mutual submission.”

What About Mutual Submission?
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• “For you can all prophesy one by one, so 
that all may learn and all may be exhorted; 
and the spirits of prophets are subject to 
prophets; for God is not a God of confusion 
but of peace, as in all the churches of the 
saints” (1 Cor. 14:31–33).

• Mutual submission shows itself in 
deference to one another.

What About Mutual Submission?

• “Being subject to one another” means that 
we surrender personal interests out of 
deference to others.

• “In the fear of Christ” means that we are 
motivated to do so out of a longing for the 
Lord to be pleased.

What About Mutual Submission?

• Spirit-filled believers yield personal  
preferences and desires.

• They demonstrate mutual affection, 
humility, and cooperation.

• They “give preference to one another in 
honor” (Rom. 12:10), “with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, showing 
tolerance for one another in love” (Eph. 
4:2).

What About Mutual Submission?

• “Because the mind set on the flesh is 
hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even 
able to do so; and those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:7-
8).

• Surrender to God is victory: “Submit 
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you” (James 4:7).

An Impossible Mission?

• In what way have you yielded a personal 
preference, privilege, desire, or right in the 
interest of promoting another’s good?

• In what way have you yielded a personal 
aspiration in the interest of aiding someone 
else to follow God’s calling?

• Who would say that their success in 
accomplishing what God wants wouldn’t 
have been possible without your sacrifice 
on their behalf? 

Self-Check

• If you have never surrendered to God, 
Jesus has made it possible for you to do so 
right here, right now.

• If you have already surrendered to God, 
you have the power to surrender whatever 
has a hold on you. Is there something 
specific that has a grip on you?

Submission Comes From Surrender


