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EPHESIANS LESSON 3
Fly on the Wall –
The Apostle’s Prayer Closet

Message of Ephesians
• If you know who you are and what you 
have in Christ, you cannot live the same 
way.

• Chapters 1-3 explain who we are and what 
we have in Christ. ID & Assets

• Chapters 4-6 explain how to live 
accordingly. Vocation

Outline of Ephesians 1-3

• Chapters 1-3:  Who you are and what you 
have “in Christ”  – Identity & Assets

• Chapter 1:  Here’s what you have to look 
forward to – Looking Up

• Chapter 2:  Here’s where you have come 
from – Looking Back

• Chapter 3:  Here’s what is going on 
beneath the surface – Looking Inside

Outline of Ephesians 1

• Chapters 1-3:  Who you are and what you 
have “in Christ”  – Identity & Assets

• Chapter 1:  Here’s what you have to look 
forward to – Looking Up

• 1:1-14:  What six priceless gifts have 
you been given?   Possessions
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Quick List

• Picked for holiness
• Truly belong with God
• Sin’s claims zeroed out
• We know! We win!
• Ultimate Reward
• None of the above 

subject to change or 
withdrawal

“Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”

How do we 
know?

• Election
• Adoption
• Redemption
• Knowledge
• Inheritance
• Sealing

Signs of the Spirit
• Inner Battle: If we do not have the Spirit, 
there is no conflict!

• But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not carry out the desire of the flesh. For 
the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these 
are in opposition to one another, so that 
you may not do the things that you please
(Gal. 5:16–17).

Signs of the Spirit
• Value Replacement: Typical old-man stuff is 
replaced by new-man stuff!

• Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, 
factions, envying, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these (Gal. 
5:19–21a).

Signs of the Spirit
• Value Replacement: Typical old-man stuff is 
replaced by new-man stuff!

• But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law (Gal. 
5:22–23).



11/7/2015

3

THE BOY WITH A RING
Once upon a time…

IN PAUL’S PRAYER CLOSET
Ephesians 1:15-19a

“For this reason I too, having heard of the 
faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among 
you and your love for all the saints, do not 
cease giving thanks for you, while making 
mention of you in my prayers; that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of Him

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened, so that you will know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the surpassing greatness of His 
power toward us who believe (Ephesians 
1:15–19a).
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Eph. 1:15-16a • Paul lets us into his 
prayer room!

• He is praising and 
praying for the Ephesians

• Here are two reasons for 
his praise.

• #1 reason – their faith

• Paul is grateful to God for 
their faith.

For this reason I 
too, having heard 
of the faith in the 
Lord Jesus which 
exists among you 
and your love for 
all the saints, do 
not cease giving 
thanks for you,

What Faith Does
• Faith produces boldness and confident 
access: Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and confident access 
through faith in Him (Eph. 3:11–12).

• Faith protects us against the enemy: In 
addition to all, taking up the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to extinguish all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one (Eph. 
6:16). 

If you…
• Want to become more bold, work on trust in 
Jesus.

• Want to develop a more confident prayer 
life, work on trust in Jesus.

• Want to more effectively neutralize the 
enemy’s attacks, work on trust in Jesus.

Eph. 1:15-16a • #2 reason – their love for 
each other

• This is a mirror grace –
by loving one another, 
they look like Father.

• This is what preserves 
the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace (Eph. 
4:2–3).

For this reason I 
too, having heard 
of the faith in the 
Lord Jesus which 
exists among you 
and your love for 
all the saints, do 
not cease giving 
thanks for you,
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Paul is praising God…
• Because the Ephesians demonstrate trust 
in Jesus.

• Because the Ephesians demonstrate love 
like Father.

Eph. 1:16b-17a • Here is Paul’s request.

• He is asking Father to give 
the Ephesians three things 
that produce three results.

while making 
mention of you in 
my prayers; that 
the God of our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give 
to you

Eph. 1:17b-18a • Wisdom, revelation, and 
enlightenment = requests.

• Knowledge of Him = topic

• Enlightenment is perfect 
participle / basis of 
wisdom and revelation.

• Wisdom = practical 
insight; revelation = things 
God reveals about Himself

a spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation 
in the knowledge 
of Him. I pray that 
the eyes of your 
heart may be 
enlightened,

Here’s the core request:

Paul is asking God to open the eyes of the 
Ephesians and thereupon give them 
practical wisdom and revealed insight in 
order to go deeper in their knowledge of 
God.
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“This is eternal life, that they may 
know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent” 
(John 17:3).

It begins here:

They profess to know God, but by 
their deeds they deny Him, being 
detestable and disobedient and 
worthless for any good deed (Titus 
1:16).

It’s not just about words:

By smooth words he will turn to 
godlessness those who act 
wickedly toward the covenant, but 
the people who know their God will 
display strength and take action
(Dan. 11:32).

The real thing is a game-changer:

Ask God to open your eyes and 
give you practical wisdom and 
revealed insight to go deeper in 
your knowledge of God.

Where to start:
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How we respond in EVERY 
circumstance is profoundly affected 
by whether we know God.

Here are three specific results.

Eph. 1:18b • So that = purpose

• Know hope = know the 
absolute certainty of our 
victory in Christ.

• Know riches = know with 
absolute certainty that our 
inheritance is totally off-the-
chart worth it.

so that you will 
know what is the 
hope of His 
calling, what are 
the riches of the 
glory of His 
inheritance in the 
saints,

Eph. 1:19a • Know surpassing 
greatness = know with 
absolute certainty that God 
has the power to more than 
pull it all off.

• If you know God, you know 
He will bring us home.

• And, you will become 
saints to be reckoned with!

and what is the 
surpassing 
greatness of His 
power toward us 
who believe

Thanks that they are trusting Jesus 
and loving like You, Father!
Now open their eyes, give them 
practical and deep insights into 
who you are so that they will know 
with certainty their rich future and 
your ability to bring them to it.

Summary
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For you showed sympathy to the 
prisoners and accepted joyfully the 
seizure of your property, knowing 
that you have for yourselves a 
better possession and a lasting one
(Heb. 10:34).

Result


