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EPHESIANS LESSON 33
Armor Component 6: Sword 
of the Spirit / Word of God

• We face an enemy who is working a stealth 
plan to tear down what God is building.

• He and his forces are organized, powerful, 
capable of clouding our thinking, and can 
precisely target temptation to our weaknesses.

• But God has designed, manufactured, and 
offers us a complete armor system.

• When this armor is “taken up,” we are capable 
of effectively resisting this superior foe and his 
attacks.

Review

• There are seven specific components to 
this armor (vss. 14-20).

• A failure to use any one of these seven 
components gives our enemy increased 
temptation leverage.

• A failure to use the armor at all is spiritual 
suicide!

Last Week

God has issued us an 
amazing weapon that can 

turn the tide of spiritual 
warfare.

For most, this weapon lies 
dormant and neglected!

The sword must be taken 
up.

The sword is an offensive 
weapon.

This “Word” is a situation 
specific Word.

Using this sword taps into 
Holy Spirit power.

And take the 
helmet of 
salvation, and 
the sword of 
the Spirit, 
which is the 
word of God.”

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is not automatically placed in our 
hands nor moved without effort.

It’s like a football!

Sword of the Spirit
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The sword must be taken up.

The sword is not automatically placed in our 
hands nor moved without effort.

It’s like a football!

You cannot make progress unless you 
possess the ball.

But even when you gain possession, you 
have to move the ball.

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is not automatically placed in our 
hands nor moved without effort.

It’s like a football!

You must possess (internalize) the Word 
and then effectively move it (impart it). 

Sword of the Spirit

Incline your ear and hear the words of the 
wise, and apply your mind to my knowledge; 
For it will be pleasant if you keep them 
within you, that they may be ready on your 
lips. So that your trust may be in the Lord, I 
have taught you today, even you. Have I not 
written to you excellent things of counsels and 
knowledge, to make you know the certainty of 
the words of truth that you may correctly 
answer him who sent you? (Prov. 22:17–21).

Sword of the Spirit

Incline your ear and hear the words of the 
wise, and apply your mind to my knowledge; 
For it will be pleasant if you keep them within 
you, that they may be ready on your lips. 
So that your trust may be in the Lord, I have 
taught you today, even you. Have I not written 
to you excellent things of counsels and 
knowledge, to make you know the certainty of 
the words of truth that you may correctly 
answer him who sent you? (Prov. 22:17–21).

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is not automatically placed in our 
hands nor moved without effort.

It’s like a football!

You must possess (internalize) the Word 
and then effectively move it (impart it) – you 
cannot wield what you don’t possess.

Here is a method I have used!

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This is the machaira which is a short sword 
used for hand-to-hand combat.

Often (always?) has two cutting edges so 
that it can cut on the down and up stroke.

Sword of the Spirit
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For the word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword
(δίστομας + μάχαιρα), and piercing as far 
as the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart (Heb. 
4:12).

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This is the machaira which is a short sword 
used for hand-to-hand combat.

Often (always?) has two cutting edges so 
that it can cut on the down and up stroke.

Allows us to move from reacting to acting! 
(Like football!)

Sword of the Spirit

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from 
the Jordan and was led around by the 
Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being 
tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing 
during those days, and when they had 
ended, He became hungry. And the devil 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell 
this stone to become bread.” And Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 
live on bread alone.’ ”

Sword of the Spirit - Defense

And he led Him up and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You 
all this domain and its glory; for it has been 
handed over to me, and I give it to 
whomever I wish. “Therefore if You worship 
before me, it shall all be Yours.” Jesus 
answered him, “It is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and serve Him 
only.’ ”

Sword of the Spirit - Defense

And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him 
stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down from here; for it is written, ‘He 
will command His angels concerning You to 
guard You,’ and, ‘On their hands they will bear 
You up, So that You will not strike Your foot 
against a stone.’ ” And Jesus answered and 
said to him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’ ” When the devil 
had finished every temptation, he left Him until 
an opportune time (Luke 4:1–13).

Sword of the Spirit - Defense

For the weapons of our warfare are not of 
the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. We are 
destroying speculations and every lofty 
thing raised up against the knowledge of 
God, and we are taking every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 
10:4–5).

Sword of the Spirit - Offense
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“I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build My church; and 
the gates of Hades will not overpower it”
(Matt. 16:18).

Sword of the Spirit - Offense

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This is the machaira which is a short sword 
used for hand-to-hand combat.

Often (always?) has two cutting edges so 
that it can cut on the down and up stroke.

Allows us to move from reacting to acting! 
We can advance the cause of the 
Kingdom!

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This “Word” is a situation specific Word.

This word is rema, not logos: They said, 
“Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and 
God-fearing man well spoken of by the 
entire nation of the Jews, was divinely 
directed by a holy angel to send for you to 
come to his house and hear a message
from you” (Acts 10:22).

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This “Word” is a situation specific Word.

This word is rema, not logos. 

This is a particular word that fits the 
situation: A man has joy in an apt answer, 
and how delightful is a timely word! (Prov. 
15:23).

Sword of the Spirit

Everything will all work out for the best.

I’m sure he is in a much better place.

It’s not a problem as long as no one gets 
hurt.

All that matters is that you figure out what’s 
right for you.

“But I tell you that every careless rema that 
people speak, they shall give an accounting 
for it in the day of judgment” (Matt. 12:36).

Are These Rema of God?

1. Have I missed out on God’s best because I 
made a mistake?

2. Will all of God’s gifts make us happy?
3. How can I stay motivated when people see 

nothing of value in who I am and what I do?
4. I am not getting much out of reading the 

Bible. What can I do about it?
5. How can I know whether someone’s 

profession of allegiance to God is real?
6. Isn’t it intolerant to say everyone is going to 

hell without Jesus? 

What’s Your Rema?
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We will become increasingly effective at 
putting the enemy on defense as we acquire 
a diverse mental cache of bible bullets and 
develop skill in delivering them to their 
designated target.

Sword of the Spirit
Too many 

Christians are like 
Barney Fife!

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This “Word” is a situation specific Word.

Using this sword taps into Holy Spirit 
power.

The sword comes from the Spirit – to use it 
is to tap into His power.

Sword of the Spirit

The sword must be taken up.

The sword is an offensive weapon.

This “Word” is a situation specific Word.

Using this sword taps into Holy Spirit 
power.

The king’s heart is like channels of water in 
the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever 
He wishes (Prov. 21:1).

Sword of the Spirit

The Spirit makes available to 
us an amazing weapon that is 
capable of what is otherwise 

humanly impossible – to do the 
work of heart liberation and   

transformation.

Are you collecting ammo? Are 
you using it on the right 

targets?


