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EPHESIANS LESSON 5
Grace & Power in Concert

The surpassing power of 
God employs all opposition 

to advance His plans.

As Jesus explained the 
Scriptures, the light dawned 
in their hearts and dashed 

hope gave way to joy.

This incident testifies to the 
immeasurable greatness of 

His power.
This same power works for us! 
Behold the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe! 
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Outline of Ephesians 1

• The Bottom Line: God has reserved for us 
in heaven every benefit that grace provides 
with nothing held back.

• Benefit Sample: Here is a preview:

• #1 – Standing in the very presence of 
God with a clean conscience 

• #2 – Enjoying all the benefits of being 
sons of God

Outline of Ephesians 1

• #3 – having every claim of sin against us 
rendered null and void

• #4 – seeing and understanding how all of 
human history aligns with God’s purposes

• #5 – enjoying an immeasurably great 
inheritance

• #6 – knowing that these blessings are 
guarantied by none other than the Holy Spirit 
Himself

Outline of Ephesians 1

• The Bottom Line: Every gift reserved!

• Benefit Sample: Here are just six!

• Prayer: I pray you will deepen in your 
knowledge of God so you can… 
• Know with certainty what is reserved for you

• Rest in God’s ability to make good on His 
promise.

Outline of Ephesians 1

• The Bottom Line: Every gift reserved!

• Benefit Sample: Here are just six!

• Prayer: I pray you will deepen in your 
knowledge of God

• Power Profile: Pay particular attention to 
“the immeasurable greatness of His power 
toward us who believe” (Eph. 1:19).
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Power and Grace

• God’s Surpassing Power
• The Riches of His Grace
• How Grace and Power Work in Partnership
• How Grace and Power Work for Us

“the immeasurable greatness of His 
power toward us who believe” (Eph. 
1:19).

God’s Surpassing Power

• Every rival power doesn’t even come close 
(Eph. 1:21)!

• Our struggle is against these rival forces 
(Eph. 6:12).

• But the schemes of the devil only advance 
the plan of God:

• “During supper, the devil having already 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the 
son of Simon, to betray Him...” (John 
13:2).

The Riches of His Grace

• God’s grace is like an inexhaustibly vast 
treasure trove:
• “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing riches of His grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:4–7).

To Sum Up So Far

• God is omnipotent: His power is sufficiently 
great to frustrate the schemes of any rival 
and to use their machinations to advance 
His own purposes.

• God is omni-gracious: His kindness toward 
us is inexhaustible and will be an eternal 
constant in all our dealings with Him.

• Problem: One without the other will have 
greatly diminished benefit.
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G & P in Partnership

• God’s grace works in concert with His 
power:

• ...of which [gospel] I was made a minister, 
according to the gift of God’s grace which 
was given to me according to the working 
of His power (Eph. 3:7).

•The God of all grace is also the God of 
all power!

G & P Working in Us

• Our salvation is a testament of God’s grace 
and God’s power toward us.

• Our adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ is “to the praise of the glory of His 
grace” (Eph. 1:6).

• “Now God has not only raised the Lord, 
but will also raise us up through His 
power” (1 Cor. 6:14).

To Sum Up

• God is omnipotent: No opposition.

• God is omni-gracious: No end to His 
kindness.

• His power and grace work in tandem.

• As an act of grace, He makes His power 
available to us.

I pray “that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner 

man” (Eph. 3:16).
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“Now to Him who is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, to 

Him be the glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations 
forever and ever. Amen” (Eph. 

3:20–21).

I pray that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened, so that you 

will know...what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward 
us who believe (Eph. 1:18-19).

Paul’s first prayer is for our eyes to 
be opened so that we will know the 
greatness of His power toward us!

When we do not know the surpassing 
greatness of His power…

• We can more easily believe lies.
• We can be easily intimidated or thwarted by 
the enemy.

• We will be stressed or depressed by 
personal short-comings.

• We will be controlled by others 
expectations, including expectations of 
failure.

I pray that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened, so that you 
will know...what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward us 

who believe (Eph. 1:18-19).

Do I have a part to play? 
Is this automatic?
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I believe that there is neither 
setback, nor scheme of men, nor 

hardship, nor even personal failure, 
that can take from me the sure 

delivery of every spiritual blessing 
that God intends for me in the 

heavenlies.


