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EPHESIANS LESSON 8
Outside In

Outline of Ephesians 1

• The Bottom Line: God has reserved for us 
every benefit that grace provides with 
nothing held back – pick 6.

• Prayer: The more you “get” God, the more 
you know you will get.

• Key Insight: “the immeasurable greatness 
of His power toward us who believe” (Eph. 
1:19).

Outline of Ephesians 2

•Before & After

•2:1-10 – Dead but Now Alive
•Dead in sin But God made us alive

•2:11-22 – Outside but Now In
•But Now you who were far off have 
been brought near
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Choose One

Or Here

Here

Auguste Syparis

Things are not always as 
they seem. Sometimes the 
loser is the winner. 

It is true of individuals, it is also 
true of churches.
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“To the angel of the church in Sardis 
write: He who has the seven Spirits of 
God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I 
know your deeds, that you have a 
name that you are alive, but you are 
dead’” (Rev 3:1).

Sardis Eval

“And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write: The first and the last, 
who was dead, and has come to life, 
says this: ‘I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich)’” (Rev. 
2:8–9).

Smyrna Eval

Sometimes losers win, and 
winners lose.

Remember this!

I. Before – “At one time” – 2:11-12
II. After – “But now” – 2:13
III. Explanation – “For” – 2:14-18
IV. Result – “So then” – 2:19-22
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Before – BC

Remember
Formerly

Called Uncircumcised

Strangers to 
Covenants

Messiah Outsiders

Without God

No Hope

“I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your descendants after you. I will give to 
you and to your descendants after you, the 
land of your sojournings, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 
and I will be their God” (Gen. 17:7–8).

Promises

But Now

But Now In Christ Jesus
Outsiders Have Been 
Brought Into the Inner 

Circle

But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly 
were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.

By His Blood

How is this possible?

I have come to be the ultimate 
Passover Lamb and Israel’s 
Messiah, to be sure, but I have 
come to be so much more.
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• For = explanation

• “He” is emphatic

• The wall that separated us from God and 
God’s people has been broken

• All those in Christ have won the ultimate 
cosmic lottery ticket.

Explained

For He Himself is our peace, who made 
both groups into one and broke down the 
barrier of the dividing wall

We are “biggest losers” who 
have been given an 
imperishable reward, an 
invitation to sit at the Lord’s 
table.                                 

Spiritually healthy saints remember 
who they were formerly.

Losers Winners = Tale Tellers

How can you ID the big winners? But I don’t have a cool story?

Called Uncircumcised

Strangers to 
Covenants

Messiah Outsiders

Without God

No Hope


