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The Book of Titus but I’m wiry!

Based on the Book of Titus

 Titus was one of Paul’s ministry team 
members: He is my partner and fellow 
worker (2 Cor. 8:23).

 He had significant and successful previous 
experience in Corinth: So we urged Titus 
that as he had previously made a beginning, 
so he would also complete in you this 
gracious work as well (2 Cor. 8:6).

 The book of Titus is Paul’s mission 
summary for Titus while on temporary 
assignment in Crete.

 Paul wants Titus to address three significant 
issues that are undermining the health and 
effectiveness of the churches in Crete.
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 The book of Titus identifies what Titus must 
do to restore the churches to health and 
effectiveness.

 Paul’s letter to Titus provides clear 
guidance into how to do the same in 
Washington, Iowa!

 Does not fit in Acts chronology ˆ post 1st

Roman imprisonment.
 No record of establishment of Cretan 

church but Paul and Titus had been here 
together: I left you in Crete (1:5).

 Paul sent the letter subsequent to His 
departure for endorsement and guidance.

 Paul expects Titus to complete his 
assignment in Crete and join him in 
Nicopolis: When I send Artemas or Tychicus
to you, make every effort to come to me at 
Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the 
winter there (Titus 3:12).

 Conclusion: Clear assignment / specific & 
limited window of time.

 Domino 1 – False teachers: For there are 
many rebellious men, empty talkers and 
deceivers (Titus 1:10).

 Domino 2 – Damage to households: They 
are upsetting whole families, teaching 
things they should not teach (Titus 1:11).

 Domino 3 – Credibility Crisis:
◦ . . . so that the word of God will not be 

dishonored (Titus 2:5).
◦ . . . so that the opponent will be put to shame, 

having nothing bad to say about us (Titus 2:8).
◦ . . . so that they will adorn the doctrine of God 

our Savior in every respect (Titus 2:10).

1 º 2 º 3
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 Answer to false teachers = appointment of 
church leadership whose character and 
teaching silences the false (chp. 1).

 Answer to household damage = exhortation 
of household members in gender, age, and 
role specific virtues that demonstrate 
“healthy teaching” (chp. 2).

 Answer to crisis of credibility = call the 
church to remember, in specifics, how to 
show every consideration to all men (chp. 
3).

The “appearance” of grace makes all three 
remedies posible.

 Speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine (Titus 2:1)

 Namely, older men, older women, younger 
women, younger men (Titus as example), 
and bondservants are to demonstrate 
virtues which “fit” with healthy truth (Titus 
2:2-10).

 For the grace of God has appeared (Titus 
2:11). This is a causal gar.

 For the grace of God has appeared (Titus 
2:11). This is a causal gar.
◦ The basis for Paul’s appeal lies in the fact that 

grace showed up!
◦ This “appearance” refers to the first advent of 

Jesus when He displayed the glory of God, “full of 
grace and truth.”
◦ Jesus put the grace of God on dazzling display in 

an oppressive world ruled by worth and merit!
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 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us (Titus 
2:11-12).
◦ Instructing is a present participle which indicates 

an ongoing ministry of grace.
◦ Grace did not just come and go. It appeared (1st

advent) and has established a school! This school 
is still open!

 For the grace of God has appeared... 
instructing us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age 
(Titus 2:11-12).
◦ To deny and to live are the double “majors” 

offered in the school of grace for all students.
◦ As students are trained by grace they become 

“zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).

Grace Training fuels character development 
which, in turn, restores credibility to our 
message, establishes winsome households, 
and authenticates leaders.

The world despairs of believing there is a 
better way to live. Grace trained believers 
give them reason to hope!

Here is what life was like in the towns of Crete: 
For we also once were foolish ourselves, 
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to 
various lusts and pleasures, spending 
our life in malice and envy, hateful, 
hating one another (Titus 3:3).

This a description of a broken world and one 
for which there seems no escape. But there is!

 Having been shown grace from God, we are 
capable of extending grace to others. This is right 
angle grace.

 We are freed to do what we do as a response to the 
Lord and not as a reaction to the actions of others.

Here is how “grace trained” living is expressed 
in the community:

“Remind them to be subject to rulers, to 
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready 
for every good deed, to malign no one, 
to be peaceable, gentle, showing every 
consideration for all men” (Titus 3:1–2).
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