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What are the odds of success?

This Week

Today

Sounds like the time when Seal Team 12
brought back some mixed intel.

We can be easily intimidated by the waves.
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 Jesus completed an assignment which
required Him to exchange life in glory for a
humble earthly existence.

 Phase 1, Part A: This part culminated in His
death on the cross.

 Phase 1, Part B: This part centered on the
training of the twelve for Phase 2.

Matthew 28:16-20: But the eleven
disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the
mountain which Jesus had designated.
When they saw Him, they worshiped
Him; but some were doubtful. And Jesus
came up and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.”

Matthew 28:16-20: “ Therefore go make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:16–20).

 Warrant: All “authority” given to Jesus –
therefore even the most audacious command
is both reasonable and doable!

 Mandate: Make disciples (μαθητεύω /
matheteuō). Aorist, active, imperative – the
whole enchilada in one word!

 Promise: I am with you.

Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go
make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19–20).

The Mandate – key verbs

 Single Mandate: Make disciples (μαθητεύω /
matheteuō).

 “Go” functions as an auxiliary verb: “Go make
disciples…” or “Intentionally make disciples…”

 “Baptizing” and “teaching” are instrumental
participles – they are “how to” verbs. Process!
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 “in the name…” is product information – they
have publically identified themselves with
Father, Son, and Spirit in baptism.

 “to observe all that I commanded you” is also
product information – it describes someone
who is consistently living in a manner that
aligns with all the commands of Jesus.

 Some people think that “all I have commanded
you” refers to just two commands.

 But this phrase encompasses non-situation
specific directives given to the disciples in an
almost three year span of time.

 The notion that those saved by grace have no
use for commands / law is patently false!

 Commandment keeping is Jesus’ love
language! “You are My friends if you do what I
command you” (John 15:14).

 Jesus takes commandment-keeping to the
next level: “A new commandment I give to you,
that you love one another, even as I have loved
you, that you also love one another” (John
13:34).

 Those who love Jesus own His commandments
and keep them: “He who has My
commandments and keeps them is the one
who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and will
disclose Myself to him” (John 14:21).

 I have identified over 400, but many parallels
and repeats.

 B-Complex: Jesus answered and said to them,
“Do not grumble among yourselves” (John
6:43).

 T-Factor: “Do not think that I came to abolish
the Law or the Prophets” (Matt. 5:17).

 MDM: “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the
midst of wolves” (Matt 10:16).
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 Warrant: All “authority” given to Jesus
 Mandate: Make disciples (μαθητεύω /

matheteuō).
◦ Product: Declared + observing
◦ Process: Seek ⇨ baptize ⇨ teach

 Promise: I am with you.

 To Isaac upon his return to Beersheeba: “Do
not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and
multiply your descendants, For the sake of My
servant Abraham” (Gen. 26:24).

 To Jacob at Bethel: “Behold, I am with you and
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring
you back to this land; for I will not leave you
until I have done what I have promised you”
(Gen. 28:15).
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To Joshua when he assumed leadership of
Israel: “No man will be able to stand before you
all the days of your life. Just as I have been with
Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or
forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you
shall give this people possession of the land
which I swore to their fathers to give them”
(Josh 1:5-6).

To a restored Israel: “Do not fear, for I am with
you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will
help you, Surely I will uphold you with My
righteous right hand. Behold, all those who are
angered at you will be shamed and dishonored;
Those who contend with you will be as nothing
and will perish” (Isa. 48:10-11).

To Jeremiah: But the Lord said to me, “Do not
say, ‘I am a youth,’ Because everywhere I send
you, you shall go, And all that I command you,
you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, For I
am with you to deliver you,” declares the Lord.
Then the Lord stretched out His hand and
touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me,
“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth”
(Jer. 1:7-9).

 To Paul: And the Lord said to Paul in the night
by a vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but
go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am
with you, and no man will attack you in order
to harm you, for I have many people in this
city” (Acts 18:9-10).

 To US! Therefore go make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age” (Matt.
28:18-20).

 This is a partnership promise.
 This is Jesus’ pledge that we will be effective as

disciple-makers.
 There are people already queued up in “the

draw” to whom Jesus wants you to speak.
 Jesus will connect the dots – you need but

speak!
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“And although you were formerly
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged
in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled
you in His fleshly body through death,
in order to present you before Him holy
and blameless and beyond reproach”
(Col. 1:21–22).

“After these things I looked, and behold, a
great multitude which no one could count,
from every nation and all tribes and
peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, and palm branches were in
their hands” (Rev. 7:9).

For our gospel did not come to you in
word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction (1
Thess. 1:5).

Today
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Bullets Try this!


