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A Word of Reconciliation

Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18–19).

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were making an appeal through 
us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:20).


 The world is taking on water, FAST!
 They knew God but did not honor Him as God

(Rom. 1:21).
 Therefore God gave them over to impurity

(Rom. 1:24), dishonorable passions (Rom. 1:26) 
and a debased mind (Rom. 1:28). 

I. The world is the Titanic.


 The ship has not yet sunk, but it will.
 Therefore consider the members of your earthly 

body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 
For it is because of these things that the 
wrath of God will come upon the sons of 
disobedience (Col. 3:4–6).

I. The world is the Titanic.


 God has provided a way for all to be saved: 
 It is possible for children of wrath (Eph. 2:3) to 

be rescued from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 
1:10).

 This rescue is based on reconciliation, not 
counting our trespasses against us (2 Cor. 5:18).  

I. The world is the Titanic.


 There are life-rafts already in the water.
 But you will have to abandon the “safety” of 

the deck for a leap of faith into the unknown!
 From the water, you will be pulled onboard 

a life-raft.

I. The world is the Titanic.


 God . . . gave us the ministry of reconciliation (2 

Cor. 5:18).
 He has committed to us the word of reconciliation 

(2 Cor. 5:19).
 We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 

were making an appeal through us (2 Cor. 5:20).

II. We now occupy a life raft and are on 
a rescue mission.
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 In context, 2 Cor. 5:18-20 is probably Paul’s 

description of himself and his ministry team.
 But the Great Commission and Acts 1:8 affirm every 

believers’ responsibility to “man the lifeboats.”
 Eph. 4:11 make it clear that apostles and shepherds 

are among those who have a designated role as 
“rescue instructors.”

Note


 Pull as many as possible from the water – I 
have become all things to all men, so that I may by 
all means save some (1 Cor. 9:22). 

 Restore them to health –admonishing every 
man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so 
that we may present every man complete in Christ
(Col. 1:28). 

III. Our Assignment


 Enlist their help to rescue still more –

Teachers and shepherds are to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry (Eph. 4:11).

This is analogous to Jesus’ mission – I came to 
seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 
19:10).

III. Our Assignment


 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those 

also who believe in Me through their word; that 
they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me 
and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that 
the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 
17:20–21).

IV. Rockin’ the boat is a distraction from 
our mission.


 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to 

walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which 
you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one 
another in love, being diligent to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 
4:1–3). 

IV. Rockin’ the boat is a distraction from 
our mission.


 If you have sinned against a brother, seek him 

out and make it right.
 If a brother has sinned against you, forgive 

him as Christ has forgiven you.
 Use Jesus’ example to help you hold your own 

desires loosely in order to seek the good of 
others. 

V. Jesus is counting on us to deploy the 
means to stop the rockin’.


 Failure to deploy reconciliation measures 

convinces the lost their rescue is but an 
illusion.

 Failing or refusing to reconcile with each other 
mocks our claim to offer the world a word of 
reconciliation with God.

VI. Mission Failure


 “I in them and You in Me, that they may be 

perfected in unity, so that the world may know that 
You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have 
loved Me (John 17:23). 

VI. Mission Failure

As much as it depends on me.


