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Learning to live in a way that affirms our 
name - Faith!

When you’ve blown your opportunity.

Today

 Perhaps 10+ days after resurrection.
 Third post resurrection appearance.
 By appointment (Matt. 28:7, 10). 
 Waiting with a little fishing thrown in.
 For Peter, to see Jesus was to feel the tug of 

two very different emotions.

 So when Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was 
stripped for work), and threw himself into the 
sea (John 21:7).

 Peter was grieved because He said to him the 
third time, “Do you love Me” (John 21:17)?
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 Confronting what Jesus saw in him was 
painful (Luke 22:54–62).

 Peter had gone all in - Peter said, “Behold, 
we have left our own homes and followed 
You” (Luke 18:28).

 Peter knew that deny-ers will be denied 
(Matt. 10:33).

 The Lord looked beyond Peter’s denial 
(Luke 22:28-32).

 “You will all be sifted.”
 “I have prayed that your faith will not fail.”
 “You will turn around.”
 “Once you do, strengthen (command) your 

brothers.”
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 Jesus has not withdrawn His invitation for 
Peter to “Follow Me”

 The last lesson on the lake bears an 
”uncanny resemblance” to the first
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First Lesson Last Lesson

 “We worked hard all 
night and caught 
nothing”

 Accepted landlubber 
advice: “Put out into 
the deep and let 
down your nets…”

 “That night they 
caught nothing.”

 Accepted landlubber 
advice: “Cast the net 
on the right hand 
side of the boat…”

First Lesson Last Lesson

 Great quantity of 
fish – nets began to 
break.

 No way! Yes Way! 
“Amazement had 
seized him…”

 Great number (153) 
of fish – need assist 
but net not torn.

 John: “It is the Lord.”

First Lesson Last Lesson

 Great quantity of 
fish – nets began to 
break.

 “They left everything 
and followed Him.” 
[ἀκολουθέω / 
akoloutheō]

 Great number (153) 
of fish – need assist 
but net not torn.

 He said to him, 
“Follow Me!” 
[ἀκολουθέω / 
akoloutheō]

 Jesus has not withdrawn His invitation for 
Peter to “Follow Me”

 Now Peter knows that the Lord knows Peter 
better than Peter knows Peter.

 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love [present of ἀγαπάω / agapaō] Me 
more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love [present of φιλέω / 
phileō] You.” He said to him, “Tend My 
lambs.”

 Jesus’ first question adds “more than these?”
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 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love [present of ἀγαπάω 
/ agapaō] Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love [present of φιλέω / 
phileō] You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My 
sheep.”

 Jesus removes the comparative.

 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love [present of φιλέω / phileō]
Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to 
him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he 
said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You 
know that I love [present of φιλέω / phileō]
You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep. 

 Jesus’ third question uses phileō

 1 & 2: “Yes, Lord; You know that I love 
[present of φιλέω / phileō] You.”

 3: “Lord, You know all things; You know that I 
love [present of φιλέω / phileō] You.”

 This is different from “I am ready to go to 
prison and to death!” and “though they all fall 
away, I will never fall away (Matt. 26:33).

 Jesus has not withdrawn His invitation for 
Peter to “Follow Me”

 Now Peter knows that the Lord knows Peter 
better than Peter knows Peter.  

 The Lord still has a vital ministry 
assignment for Peter.

 Tend My lambs
 Shepherd My sheep
 Tend My sheep
 “You will all fall away because of Me this 

night, for it is written, ‘I will strike down the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered’” (Matt. 26:31).
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 Jesus has not withdrawn His invitation for 
Peter to “Follow Me”

 Now Peter knows that the Lord knows Peter 
better than Peter knows Peter.  

 The Lord still has a vital ministry 
assignment for Peter.

 The Lord foresaw a day when Peter would 
glorify God to the death.

9 Bullets

Try this!


