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THE DAY THE SPIES 
RETURNED

NUMBERS 13:25-33

Journey

The Moses Books

Genesis: Israel’s Origin Story

Exodus: How God Redeemed His People

Leviticus: How Redeemed People Live

Numbers: 40 Year Travel Diary / Training 
Regimen

Deuteronomy: Big Pep Talk Before Game 
Day

Intro to Numbers

Written in 1406 BC (Num. 36:13).

Recounts journey (with occasional 
administrative side-bars) from Sinai to east 
bank of Jordan (opposite Jericho).

Numbers 1:1 = Year 2, Month 2, Day 1 –
three weeks to get ready

Numbers 10:11 = Year 2, Month 2, Day 20 –
Cloud lifts / caravan moves out

Intro to Numbers 13

 Chapter 33 is the route itinerary – Rameses 
➤ Succoth ➤ Etham ➤ Pi-Hahiroth ➤
through the sea ➤ Marah ➤ Elim (12 
springs) ➤ by the Red Sea ➤ Sin ➤
Dophkah ➤ Alush ➤ Rephidim (no water) 
➤ Sinai = Pre-Numbers.

 Sinai ➤ Kibroth-hataavah ➤ Hazeroth / 
Paran = Numbers 1-13

THE DRAMA WILL PLAY 

OUT OVER THREE DAYS.

At the Wilderness of Paran, Israel 
will make a “stupid decision for the 

record books.” 

Their Mistake is our Gain!

 The Apostle Paul explains the purpose of Numbers 
to the Corinthians:

 Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our 
instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come” (1 Cor. 10:11).

 Numbers was written to give instruction (life 
principles) to US! It diagnoses how to avoid 
bad/make good decisions at the crossroads.
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for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these 
things happened as examples for us, so that we 
would not crave evil things as they also craved. Do 
not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
stood up to play.” Nor let us act immorally, as some 
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one 
day. Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, 
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer (1 Cor. 10:1, 5-10).

Lots of “These Things” Come from Numbers

HERE IS THE FIRST (OF 

THREE) PRINCIPLES FROM 

THIS INCIDENT FOR THOSE 

WHO DON’T WANT TO 

CHOOSE STUPID.

At the Wilderness of Paran, Israel 
will make a “stupid decision for the 

record books.” 

The Setup

 Now the people became like those who complain of 
adversity in the hearing of the Lord (Numbers 11:1).

 The rabble who were among them had greedy 
desires; and also the sons of Israel wept again and 
said, “Who will give us meat to eat?” (Numbers 
11:4).

 “Surely all the men...have put Me to the test these 
ten times and have not listened to My voice
(Numbers 14:22–23).

The Setup

A common theme in these passages is a 
focus on the donut hole.

God gives manna – we want meat

God gives deliverance – we want comfort

 Israel is fixated on the ways God’s gifts 
don’t meet (or meat!) their 
expectations.

The Setup

A common theme in these passages is a 
focus on the donut hole.

Have you ever become discouraged giving 
gifts to someone who always finds fault with 
your gifts? (And, by implication, You!)

I am AMAZED that God did not “divorce” 
Israel.

The Promise

Hence I have said to you, “You are to 
possess their land, and I Myself will give it 
to you to possess it, a land flowing with 
milk and honey” (Leviticus 20:24).

Then the Lord spoke to Moses saying, 
“Send out for yourself men so that they 
may spy out the land of Canaan, which I 
am going to give to the sons of Israel”
(Numbers 13:1-2).
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The Promise

God’s “giving plan” is still on track –
“land of Canaan which I am going to 
give.”

No one has actually seen this land!

God requests the spies go “show-
rooming” / get a sneak-peek at His gift!

The Report

Yes, there is a lot to like about God’s 
gift!

But there is a lot NOT to like, too:  “We 
are not able to go up against the 
people, for they are too strong for us.”

They have moved from assessment to 
determination.

THEY ARE EXAMINING 

GOD’S GIFT FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECIDING IF 

THEY WILL FOLLOW GOD.

They are about to make a fatal 
blunder.

The Report

Their previous experience has reinforced a 
“practical” allegiance to the Lord.

They have complained about adversity and 
provision.

Then they despised the pleasant land; 
They did not believe in His word, But 
grumbled in their tents; They did not 
listen to the voice of the LORD (Ps. 106:24–
25). 

The Report

The spies go off-script: So they gave 
out to the sons of Israel a bad report of 
the land which they had spied out.

Result: Grumbling (4 x’s) instead of 
celebrating!

Antidote: Cultivate gratefulness for 
“Father gifts!”

Principle #2: God’s gifts are good

Before you stand at the crossroads…

 Thank God when He gives you something 
you would not have chosen for yourself. He 
is being Father!

 Cultivate a habit of replacing grumbling with 
gratitude (requires faith!)

Use obstacles as praise spring-boards!


