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LESSONS FOR THE 
CROSSROADS

Journey

Seven Crossroad Principles

At the Y: #1 – God is the X-factor.

Before the Y: #2 – God’s gifts are good.

At the Y: #3 – Learn the easy way.

After Blowing It: #4 – Brokenness is good.

After Blowing It: #5 – Get grace in Him.

After Blowing It: #6 – Trust God’s remedy.

At the Y: #7 – All-in for God ➡ God with you.

Review

When it was already quite late, His 
disciples came to Him and said, “This place 
is desolate and it is already quite late; send 
them away so that they may go into the 
surrounding countryside and villages and 
buy themselves something to eat.” But He 
answered them, “You give them something 
to eat!”

When Jesus asks you to do inventory…

And they said to Him, “Shall we go and 
spend two hundred denarii on bread and 
give them something to eat?” And He said 
to them, “How many loaves do you have? 
Go look!” And when they found out, they 
said, “Five, and two fish” (Mark 6:35–38).

When Jesus asks you to do inventory…

“You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor 
five days, nor ten days, nor twenty days, but a 
whole month, until it comes out of your 
nostrils and becomes loathsome to you; 
because you have rejected the Lord who is 
among you and have wept before Him, saying, 
‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?’” But Moses 
said, “The people, among whom I am, are 
600,000 on foot; yet You have said, ‘I will give 
them meat, so that they may eat for a whole 
month.’

When you run the numbers…

Should flocks and herds be slaughtered for 
them, to be sufficient for them? Or should all 
the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to be sufficient for them?”

When you run the numbers…
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Should flocks and herds be slaughtered for 
them, to be sufficient for them? Or should all 
the fish of the sea be gathered together for 
them, to be sufficient for them?” The Lord 
said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power 
limited? Now you shall see whether My 
word will come true for you or not”
(Num. 11:19–23).

When you run the numbers…

 This is the second census. Run the 
numbers again!

 God is not asking for a count 
because He does not know the sum.

 The census is for Israel’s benefit! There is 
something God wants them to learn.

 To understand the lesson, we need 
to go back almost 38 years for some 
background!

God tells Israel to run the numbers…

 The First Census – Then the Lord 
spoke to Moses...saying, “Take a census 
of all the congregation of the sons of 
Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ 
households, according to the number of 
names, every male, head by head from 
twenty years old and upward, whoever 
is able to go out to war in Israel, you and 
Aaron shall number them by their 
armies” (Num. 1:1–3).

Background

The First Failure – But the men who had 
gone up with him said, “We are not able to 
go up against the people, for they are too 
strong for us” (Num. 13:31).
“Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, 
to fall by the sword? Our wives and our 
little ones will become plunder; would it not 
be better for us to return to Egypt?” (Num. 
14:3).

Background

 At Kadesh, Israel said “we don’t have the 
numbers!”

 God wants Israel to do an A/B 
comparison – Are the numbers different?

 If the numbers are the same, then Israel is 
faced with a “decision do-over!”  

 This census would trigger another census 
tax.    

The Second Census: God’s Command

 In Ex. 30:12-13, God introduced the 
“census tax” – 1/5 ounce silver (half 
shekel) ransom 

 This was a way of declaring, “I have God 
to thank for my very existence.”

 Think manna!

 The census (and “tax”) was a means by 
which to praise God as the difference 
maker!   

The Second Census: Census Tax
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 “If you have people to count, you have Me 
to thank. You would not be here if it 
weren’t for me!”

 Israel is poised on the eastern side of the 
Jordan. 

 This tax is intended to get Israel thinking: 
If God has been our X-factor for 40 years, 
why wouldn’t He continue to be as we 
prepare to receive His land-gift?   

The Second Census: Census Tax

 Total = 601,730

 How does this compare? 603,550

 Implication – Numbers don’t count!

 What does?

 God with us

 Us trusting God

 It doesn’t matter how many there are of 
us, but are we trusting Him.   

The Second Census: Results are In!

 Go! “Moses My servant is dead; now 
therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and 
all this people, to the land which I am giving 
to them, to the sons of Israel. Every place on 
which the sole of your foot treads, I have 
given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses” 
(Josh. 1:2–3).

 With Me! “One of your men puts to flight a 
thousand, for the Lord your God is He who 
fights for you, just as He promised you” 
(Josh. 23:10). 

What Happened Next

 I don’t have enough money to do what 
God wants.

 I don’t have enough time to serve God.

 I don’t have any skill that God could use.

 We don’t have enough personnel to do 
this ministry.

 It’s not about numbers: God is the X-
factor. 

What’s Your Math Problem?

 I am not advocating “resource blindness.”

 But I am challenging you to “think bigger” 
about your resources.

 There is one key qualifier – Am I doing 
something God desires or has specifically 
requested?

 God promises to supply a sufficiency for 
every good work! 

What’s Your Math Problem?

 The same God who said “I am with you” 
to Israel on the east bank of the Jordan is 
the One who says, “Go make disciples…for 
I am with you.”

 The same God who levelled the defenses 
of Jericho can open doors for us to 
advance His work and to be obedient to 
Him. 

What’s Your Math Problem?


