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PALM SUNDAY – A DAY AT 
THE CROSSROADS W/ GOD

Vss. 28-29

And after He had said 
these things, He was 
going on ahead, 
ascending to 
Jerusalem.  And it 
came about that when 
He approached 
Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the 
mount that is called 
Olivet, He sent two of 
the disciples,

Visitation Day

Audacity – public 
triumphant entrance

Now the chief priests 
and the Pharisees had 
given orders that if 
anyone knew where He 
was, he should report it, 
that they might seize 
Him (John 11:57). ❚

Vss. 28-29

And after He had said 
these things, He was 
going on ahead, 
ascending to 
Jerusalem.  And it 
came about that when 
He approached 
Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the 
mount that is called 
Olivet, He sent two of 
the disciples,

Visitation Day

Bethphage unknown

Bethany = 2 miles 
east, ascending to 
Mt. Olives

Accelerating 
Sanhedrin timetable

“Rest stop” while 2 
go ahead ❚

Vs. 30

saying, “Go into the 
village opposite you, 
in which as you enter 
you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one 
yet has ever sat; untie 
it, and bring it here.

Visitation Day

Prearranged or 
insight?

“Unused things” = for 
this purpose

Colt = donkey   ❚

Vss. 31-32

And if anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you 
untying it?’ thus shall 
you speak, ‘The Lord 
has need of it.’” And 
those who were sent, 
went away and found 
it just as He had told 
them.

Visitation Day

Jesus needs it = only 
(but sufficient) 
reason.

“Just as told” 
suggests no pre-
arrangement. ❚

Vss. 33-34
And as they were 
untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, 
“Why are you untying 
the colt?”  And they 
said, “The Lord has 
need of it.”

Visitation Day

Owners = plural; 
poor?

If Jesus needs it 
that’s all we have to 
know!

This attitude made 
them successful on 
the day of visitation.
❚
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Vss. 33-34
And as they were 
untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, 
“Why are you untying 
the colt?”  And they 
said, “The Lord has 
need of it.”

Visitation Day

Other Options:

What, exactly, does 
Jesus have in mind?

Contract? How long?

Personal benefit –
pay rent?

And when Jesus wants you, how do you 
respond?❚

Vss. 35-36

And they brought it 
to Jesus, and they 
threw their garments 
on the colt, and put 
Jesus on it.  And as 
He was going, they 
were spreading their 
garments in the road.

Visitation Day
Triumphal carpet:  
Then they hurried and 
each man took his 
garment and placed it 
under him on the bare 
steps, and blew the 
trumpet, saying, “Jehu 
is king!” (2 Kings 
9:13). ❚

Vs. 37

And as He was now 
approaching, near the 
descent of the Mount 
of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the 
disciples began to 
praise God joyfully 
with a loud voice for 
all the miracles which 
they had seen,

Visitation Day

“Near descent” = 
approaching crest

Praise caravan!

Joy over miracles 
❚

Vs. 38

saying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in 
the name of the Lord; 
Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!”

Visitation Day

They see their King

Zech. 9:9 is ID key –
a peacemaker

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
He is just and endowed with salvation,
Humble, and mounted on a donkey,
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey (Zech. 9:9).

Visitation Day

They see their King

Zech. 9:9 is key

They see their king 
but miss the fact He 
is a king riding a 
donkey!

There will come a 
day when He is riding 
a horse!

Vs. 38

saying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in 
the name of the Lord; 
Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!”

And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, 
and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; 
and in righteousness He judges and wages war. And 
His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are 
many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him 
which no one knows except Himself. And He is 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is 
called The Word of God. And the armies which are in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were 
following Him on white horses.

Rev 19:11‐14
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Rev 19:11‐14

And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, 
and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; 
and in righteousness He judges and wages war. And 
His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are 
many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him 
which no one knows except Himself. And He is 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is 
called The Word of God. And the armies which are in 
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were 
following Him on white horses.

When Jesus is mounted on a horse it is time 
for battle and conquest.

Vss. 39-40

And some of the 
Pharisees in the 
multitude said to 
Him, “Teacher, 
rebuke Your 
disciples.”  And He 
answered and said, “I 
tell you, if these 
become silent, the 
stones will cry out!”

Visitation Day

No hope of quieting 
the crowd –
commanding Jesus!

It is inevitable! ❚

Vs. 41

And when He 
approached, He saw 
the city and wept over 
it,

Visitation Day

What a contrast!

He sees a smoldering 
ruin

One that was not 
necessary

Irony:  Moment of 
triumph vs. missed 
opportunity ❚

Vs. 42

saying, “If you had 
known in this day, 
even you, the things 
which make for peace!  
But now they have 
been hidden from 
your eyes.

Visitation Day

They have missed 
the donkey / horse 
contrast

To them, a right 
relationship with 
Jesus (peace w/ 
God) matters less 
than the benefits 
available from Jesus 
(independent rule).

Vs. 43

For the days shall 
come upon you when 
your enemies will 
throw up a bank 
before you, and 
surround you, and 
hem you in on every 
side,

Visitation Day

Siege techniques 
described

Palisade with earthen 
embankment

Surrounded ❚
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Vs. 44

and will level you 
to the ground and 
your children 
within you, and 
they will not leave 
in you one stone 
upon another, 
because you did 
not recognize the 
time of your 
visitation.”

Visitation Day

Complete demolition

Annihilation of 
population

Check our Josephus!

Josephus:  History of the Jewish War

While the sanctuary was burning . . . Neither pity for age 
nor respect for rank was shown.  On the contrary, children 
and old people, laity and priests alike were massacred 
(VI.271)
The emperor ordered the entire city and the temple to be 
razed to the ground, leaving only the loftiest of the towers . 
. . And the portion of the wall enclosing the city on the 
west . . . All the rest of the wall that surrounded the city 
was so completed razed to the ground as to leave future 
visitors to the spot no reason to believe that the city had 
ever been inhabited (VII.1-3) 

Visitation Day

Complete demolition 
& annihilation

Why? 

They were 
enthusiastic about 
Jesus but not 
surrendered – they 
wanted a horse riding 
king! ❚

Vs. 44

and will level you 
to the ground and 
your children 
within you, and 
they will not leave 
in you one stone 
upon another, 
because you did 
not recognize the 
time of your 
visitation.”

What went wrong?

 The religious leaders blew it because they 
viewed Jesus as competition. He was 
challenging their status and plans for their 
future.

 The people blew it because they viewed 
Jesus as their champion. He was supposed 
to make their lives better by vanquishing 
their enemies.❚

How to get it right!

 Give Jesus permission to take whatever He 
requires from you.

 Surrender to Him and His plans even if it means 
surrendering your agenda.

 Surrender to Him and His plans even if it means 
giving up what you want or think you need.

 Trust Him to work your good whenever you 
make a costly choice for His sake.❚


