
2/11/2017

1

*

*The performance of your pastor will 
have a direct bearing on your 
spiritual welfare.

*A pastor who is inexperienced or 
unqualified will dramatically 
elevate your spiritual risk.

*The decision about who will lead 
our church matters profoundly.

*

*God has provided a comprehensive 
list of 22 qualities we should be 
looking for.

*These qualities outline what we 
should all be aiming for.

*It ought not be a stretch to use 
each of these 22 descriptions of a 
pastor. He has made observable 
progress.

*

*An overseer, then, 
must be above 
reproach / if any 
man be above 
reproach / For the 
overseer must be 
above reproach as 
God’s steward

*no criticism 
“sticks”

*shows evidence of 
being “God’s man”

*Character aligns 
with what you 
would expect of 
God’s steward

*

*the husband of one 
wife (2x)

*His is not a 
perfect marriage 
but a model 
marriage

*Singular devotion 
to his wife / “as 
Christ loved the 
church”

*

*He must be one 
who manages his 
own household 
well, keeping his 
children under 
control with all 
dignity / having 
children who 
believe, not 
accused of 
dissipation or 
rebellion. 

*Not a perfect 
home but a model 
home

*Well-ordered 
without tyranny

*Children believe 
and bear fruit

*Young children?

*

*Loving what is 
good / temperate / 
prudent – sensible  
/ self-controlled / 
not addicted to 
wine (2x) / free 
from the love of 
money / not fond 
of sordid gain

*This is hard to 
discern – look for 
fruit

*Value system = 
God’s heart and 
wisdom

*Personal  
disciplines
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*

*Respectable (2x) / 
just / gentle / 
hospitable / not 
pugnacious (2x) / 
uncontentious / 
not self-willed / 
not quick-
tempered

*Fair, gracious 
deliberator

*Doesn’t use 
manipulation, 
force, or anger to 
get his way

*This is where my 
pilot analogy 
breaks down

*

*Devout / able to 
teach / holding 
fast the faithful 
word which is in 
accordance with 
the teaching, so 
that he will be 
able both to exhort 
in sound doctrine 
and to refute those 
who contradict

*Hearts ablaze!

*Personally 
devoted to the 
Word

*Communicates the 
Word in ways that 
make it easy to be 
edified and 
corrected!

*

*Devout / able to 
teach / holding 
fast the faithful 
word which is in 
accordance with 
the teaching, so 
that he will be 
able both to exhort 
in sound doctrine 
and to refute those 
who contradict

*Does this require 
a man to be a 
dynamic public 
speaker?

*

*not a new convert, 
lest he become 
conceited and fall 
into the 
condemnation 
incurred by the 
devil

*“new convert” is 
about the “mere 
men” factor

*Time alone is not 
enough – time well 
used!

*There is a pride 
risk to this one.

*

*he must have a 
good reputation 
with those outside 
the church

*What do those 
who have had 
business dealings 
with him say?

*God’s wants men 
who are a positive 
reflection of 
Himself to society.

*God’s list is absolutely reliable – don’t 
call a pastor without it!

*If you place yourself under someone 
who does not meet these criteria, you 
have put what matters most AT RISK!

*When God says, “act like men” (1 Cor. 
16:13), this is what He’s talking about. 
Pray a high risk prayer!

*Shorten the distance / clear the 
resistance between you and your 
shepherd!


