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Former staff from Faith Baptist are preparing to launch a new church here in Washington. Some
families from Faith Baptist are definitely planning to join them. Others are still considering
whether God is directing them to stay at Faith or to join the new work. A third group is
convinced God is directing them to stay here. Between now and August, all three groups will
continue to worship together at Faith as one family. Here are a series of passages and principles
that can guide us and help us to all stand in the place of God’s blessing during this season.

We Are Faith And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed
to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many
brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these
whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also
glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over
for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things (Romans
8:28–32)?

This is our constant, our true North: God will accomplish our good, the
good of our fellowship, and the good of all who love Him regardless of
future events and the actions of men. Even that of which God does not
approve, He uses to work the good of His people.1

Free to Follow God One person regards one day above another, another regards every day
alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind (Romans
14:5).

Moral decisions can be divided into three categories, obedience to God’s
commands, upholding godly convictions, and following individual
guidance. Where God has expressly and clearly told us what to do, there is
no place for contrary personal “convictions.” But concerning matters

1Here is an extreme example: Joseph’s brothers intended to work him harm, but Joseph
was capable of looking past their evil deeds to see God at work. “As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve
many people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So
he comforted them and spoke kindly to them (Genesis 50:20–21). If God could work through the
ill-intentions of Joseph’s brothers, then God can certainly work our good through other’s actions
that are motivated by a desire to follow God.
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which the Bible does not address directly, Paul commands us to allow
each person to form his own convictions. We obey this command when we
give every family permission to make their own decision about whether
and when to go to another church or to stay.

Urge and Release But concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to
you with the brethren; and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he
will come when he has opportunity (1 Corinthians 16:12).

The previous principle must be balanced by this one. Apollos was dealing
with an individual guidance question, should he return to Corinth for a
season of ministry. This was Apollos’s decision to make, to be sure. But it
was appropriate for Paul to engage in a lively, even animated, discussion
of the merits, until Apollos made his decision.

If a friend in the Faith family is still pondering whether God is leading him
to another church, feel free to talk about it. Find out why he is thinking of
going. Discuss why you are staying. It is perfectly appropriate to make
“going or staying” a topic of conversation until your friend has determined
what God wants him to do. Once he has made his decision clear, accept it
and release him to follow God’s leading.

Clean Slate Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one
will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God;
that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be
defiled (Hebrews 12:14–15).

Regardless of whether someone goes to a new church or stays at Faith,
unreconciled relationships and resultant bitterness will have a toxic ripple
effect. For those who go to the new work, they should do all they can to
promote peace and reconciliation with those whom they leave behind. And
for those who stay at Faith, they should do everything within their power
to promote peace and reconciliation with those who leave.2 Anything less
will hobble whatever fellowship someone joins.

2Reconciliation involves two people. God holds each individual responsible to do his
part: If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men (Romans 12:18). Everyone
should do whatever is within his power to restore relationships.
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Speak Grace Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word
as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it
will give grace to those who hear. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along
with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each
other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you (Ephesians 4:29–32).

We must all respond in a way that honors the God who has shown us such
grace and that gives Washington every opportunity to hear a people who
are fluent in the language of grace. We will be kind; we will pray for the
good of those who go to the new work; we will not speak ill. We will
avoid petty squabbles and rivalries that only serve to confirm we have
nothing to offer the lost of Washington. We will extend to others the kind
of grace that has been shown us in Christ. 

Job One And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18–20).

Right now, there are 26,871 people who live within a 16 mile radius of
this church. We have a job to do, to make disciples of Jesus Christ, both
within this circle and beyond. The presence or absence of another church
in town does not diminish, in any way, our responsibility to fulfill our
mission.

Pray for Laborers Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers
into His harvest” (Matthew 9:37–38).

This new work is NOT our competition. There is an acute labor shortage,
and this shortage is evident in Washington. Jesus specifically called His
disciples to beseech the Lord of the Harvest to dispatch more harvest
workers. To the extent that this new work expands the labor force, we
should view this as an answer to a prayer that Jesus specifically prompted.3

3 Of course, the gathering of a crowd of people, even a crowd with an interest in Jesus,
does not equal expansion of the harvest workers. They are “added” when they identify with Jesus
as Savior, grow in their observance of all that He commanded His disciples, and embrace their

Page 3 of  6



Give Joyfully Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed (2
Corinthians 9:7–8).

The departure of those who go represents a costly gift that Faith will give
to the new work. For those remaining at Faith, this is not a gift we would
have chosen to give, were it up to us. But we can choose to release to God
whatever He asks of us out of joy and not a bad attitude. 

Further, despite having given Him a costly gift, we can affirm without
doubt that He will supply whatever we need to meet every ministry
challenge He presents to us in the days ahead. God assures us that He will
partner with us in ministry at Faith. 

Choose Wisely Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your
souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you (Hebrews 13:17).

Regardless of what fellowship someone chooses to attend, a key question
is, “To whom will you entrust the safe-guarding of your soul?” According
to Hebrews, the leaders whom we follow and sit under will profoundly
affect our spiritual health.4 We may be protected or at risk; we might feel
secure or vulnerable, depending on whom we choose as our shepherds.

It is not wrong to go to a church or remain at a church because “my friends
are here,” or “I like the services.” But if the decision to go or stay is
reduced to only factors like these, one ignores what will have great impact
on his spiritual well-being. As we talk and help one another to make wise
decisions, this must be a central consideration in our conversation.5  

earthly mission as disciple-makers. Every church which is doing this is producing the fruit that
answers to Jesus’ prayer.

4The qualifications for an elder/pastor are found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 and
emphasize his character. God has not left us to wonder about the characteristics of a man who is
well suited to watch over the spiritual well-being of his flock.

5Here is one of Jesus’ criticisms of the church in Thyatira: “But I have this against you,
that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads
My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to
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Well Sent While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
“Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away” (Acts 13:2–3).

Our ability to use this last principle depends on how well we use the
previous principles. If everyone who makes a decision, whether it is a
decision to go or to stay, has sought wise counsel and come to a settled
conviction about God’s leading, then we should honor those decisions.
The Holy Spirit once said to the church in Antioch, “I have something else
I want some of your members to do - free them up from their current
commitments to embark on this new mission.” Everyone currently at Faith
who goes to the new work, should go because they are convinced of the
Spirit’s leading. “If God is calling you, go! If you are not sure, wait on
Him! If He is telling you to stay, then stay!” But to those at Faith to whom
God is saying, “go,” we do well to respond by saying, “go with our prayers
and our blessing. We are sad to see you go but will accept your decision
and commend you to the grace of God as you depart.”

Fewer is Fine Then Jonathan said to the young man who was carrying his armor,
“Come and let us cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised;
perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the LORD is not restrained to save
by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6).

For those who remain here at Faith, we may be reduced in numbers. And
that might seem a disadvantage, but not when we view the situation
through divine viewpoint. Jonathan understood this. In the final analysis,
God is our game-changer, not how many seats we occupy. Despite our
numbers, God is not limited in His ability to work in us and through us to
accomplish great things. Yes, way!

Focus on Jesus Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such

idols” (Revelation 2:20). Jesus rebukes this church for making a poor choice for a teacher /
leader. It is sobering to observe Jesus holding the Thyatiran believers accountable for their
selection of whom to follow. Clearly, this choice matters to the Lord and should matter to us! 
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hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and
lose heart (Hebrews 12:1–3).

It is easy for us to become distracted by our circumstances and struggles.
In the months ahead, it will be easy to allow concerns, fears, obstacles, and
challenges, not just those associated with the launch of this new work, to
loom large and eclipse our view of Jesus. Keeping up our pace for Jesus is
accomplished as we keep Jesus, especially His exquisite love for us, front
and center. Every day, everyone in this room should call to mind what
Jesus went through to claim us for Himself. That meditation will make it
easier to stay strong and to run strong for Jesus.
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