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s i m p l i f y .

You have a purpose bigger than 
yourself. But you will only fulfill your 
purpose by doing so intentionally.

Use a plan + process + principles (7)!

What Motivates you?
 Guilt

 Coercion

 Human Pressure

 “Tyranny of the 
Urgent” 

 Money

 Prestige

 Reputation

 Safety

 Insecurity

 “Looking Good” 

 Check Marks / 
Accomplishment

What Motivates you?
 Guilt

 Coercion

 Human Pressure

 “Tyranny of the 
Urgent” 

 Money

 Prestige

 Reputation

 Safety

 Insecurity

 “Looking Good” 

 Check Marks

 Fear

s i m p l i f y .

• These motivations oppose 
pleasing God.

• “No one can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth” (Matt. 6:24).

s i m p l i f y .

• Case Study One: Wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, Pilate released 
Barabbas for them, and after 
having Jesus scourged, he 
handed Him over to be crucified
(Mark 15:15).
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s i m p l i f y .

• Case Study Two: After these 
things Joseph of Arimathea, being 
a disciple of Jesus, but a secret 
one for fear of the Jews, asked 
Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus; and Pilate granted 
permission. So he came and took 
away His body (John 19:38).

s i m p l i f y .

• Only one prime motivation 
equips us to fulfill our purpose, 
a desire to please God.

• This desire must trump every 
other motivation.

Seven Principles

Hearts Ablaze: We live solely 
and passionately for God’s 
pleasure.

Therefore also we have as our 
ambition, whether at home or 
absent, to be pleasing to Him (2 
Cor. 5:9).

1

1. The default setting of every human heart 
is hostility toward God.

– Everyone who does not know Jesus is 
doing Satan’s bidding and is hostile 
toward God.

– Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God (Rom 8:8).

– Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him (Heb. 11:6).

Hearts Ablaze1 For the unbeliever, pleasing God
is not an option!

 Guilt

 Coercion

 Human Pressure

 “Tyranny of the 
Urgent” 

 Money

 Prestige

 Reputation

 Safety

 Insecurity

 “Looking Good” 

 Check Marks

 Fear

 Please God

2. The heart of the problem is the heart.

– This innate hostility toward God cannot 
be solved by external solutions.

– “That which proceeds out of the man, 
that is what defiles the man (Mark 7:20).

– Without a heart replacement, all men 
are incapable of pleasing God.

Hearts Ablaze1
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2. The heart of the problem is the heart.

– For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, 
thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of 
coveting and wickedness, as well as 
deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride 
and foolishness” (Mark 7:20–22).

– Self-help cannot solve this problem!

Hearts Ablaze1
3. At the cross, the Spirit performs a heart 

transplant.

– Jesus became the perfect heart donor 
when He died on the cross.

– When we celebrate communion, the cup 
recalls Jesus’ “organ donation.”

– His death makes available to every 
man, woman, and child a new heart.

Hearts Ablaze1
3. At the cross, the Spirit performs a heart 

transplant.

– “Moreover, I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit within you; and I will 
remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh” 
(Ezek. 36:26).

– Every person in this room can receive a 
new heart, right here, right now!

Hearts Ablaze1

3. At the cross, the Spirit performs a heart 
transplant.

– “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 
said, ‘From his innermost being will flow 
rivers of living water.’ ” But this He 
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in Him were to receive; for the 
Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified (John 7:37–39).

Hearts Ablaze1
1. The default setting of every human heart 

is hostility toward God.

2. The heart of the problem is the heart.

3. At the cross, the Spirit performs a heart 
transplant.

• What would keep you from asking for a 
new heart right now?

Hearts Ablaze1
4. Saints find their greatest joy in living for 

His pleasure.

– For it is God who is at work in you, both 
to will and to work for His good pleasure
(Phil. 2:13).

– “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied” (Matt. 5:6).

Hearts Ablaze1
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4. Saints find their greatest joy in living for 
His pleasure.

– “Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.” 
(Matt. 11:29).

– There is a soul satisfaction and 
fulfillment in living for His pleasure that 
cannot be matched by any other pursuit.

Hearts Ablaze1
5. A heart that yearns for God’s pleasure  

can be strengthened.

– “Finally then, brethren, we request and 
exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as 
you received from us instruction as to 
how you ought to walk and please God 
(just as you actually do walk), that you 
excel still more” (1 Thess. 4:1).

Hearts Ablaze1
5. A heart that yearns for God’s pleasure  

can be strengthened.

– Case Study Two: Joseph of Arimathea 
came, a prominent member of the 
Council, who himself was waiting for the 
kingdom of God; and he gathered up 
courage and went in before Pilate, and 
asked for the body of Jesus (Mark 
15:43).

Hearts Ablaze1

These Are All Sources of Bondage

 Guilt

 Coercion

 Human Pressure

 “Tyranny of the 
Urgent” 

 Money

 Prestige

 Reputation

 Safety

 Insecurity

 “Looking Good” 

 Check Marks

 Fear

s i m p l i f y .

• When we decide to live solely 
for God’s pleasure, it liberates 
us.

• It frees us to fulfill a purpose 
that is bigger than ourselves, 
bigger than anything the world 
has to offer.

What is competing for your heart?

 Guilt

 Coercion

 Human Pressure

 “Tyranny of the 
Urgent” 

 Money

 Prestige

 Reputation

 Safety

 Insecurity

 “Looking Good” 

 Check Marks

 Fear
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Seven Principles

Hearts Ablaze: We live solely 
and passionately for God’s 
pleasure.

1


