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Pick One: 25 classic 
American DVD’s or a pen 

holder (from HMS Gannet)

Not all gifts make a 
positive impression.

Four Gifts Given to the Lord

As is true of all gifts, they 
serve as windows into the 

heart of the giver

I am preparing you to give 
the Lord amazing gifts!

Your heart condition will 
profoundly affect how 

those gifts are received.

Any gift we give to the Lord 
will declare our motive.

So how can we discern 
our motive? How can we 
be sure that our heart 

seeks the Lord’s pleasure?

What Paul wants

• Philemon and Onesimus reconcile

• Philemon forgo restitution, or at a 
minimum, charge it to Paul

• Philemon emancipate Onesimus to 
serve Paul

Two Different Approaches

• Command Mode

–Pro: Quick and Easy

–Con: Response limited to what is 
asked

• Appeal Mode

–Pro: Emphasizes heart

–Con: Outcome at risk
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Two Different Approaches

• “Therefore, though I have enough 
confidence in Christ to order you to do 
what is proper, yet for love’s sake I rather 
appeal to you—since I am such a person 
as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner 
of Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my 
child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in 
my imprisonment” (Philemon 8–10).

Two Different Approaches

• The Warrant:  “I hear of your love and of 
the faith which you have toward the Lord 
Jesus and toward all the saints; ...For I 
have come to have much joy and comfort 
in your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, 
brother” (Philemon 5–7).

• Philemon’s track record and heart 
give Paul reason to appeal.

Two Different Approaches

• The Result: “Having confidence in 
your obedience, I write to you, since I 
know that you will do even more than 
what I say” (Philemon 21).

• Hearts ablaze go beyond the 
minimum. They exceed the letter. 
They respond to opportunities. They 
don’t require imperatives!

The Philemon Factor

• Those who love God from the heart 
go beyond obedience to commands.

• They take the initiative before they 
are told or compelled to do what 
pleases God.

• Imagine how “command mode” would 
work in a marriage?

Are you?

• Doing the minimum or looking for 
ways to “exceed God’s 
expectations?”

• Waiting to be told or taking the 
initiative?

• Complaining or celebrating when 
giving a costly gift?

Are you?

• Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint (1 Pet. 4:9).

• Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing (Phil. 2:14).
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Are you?

• For I testify that according to their 
ability, and beyond their ability, they 
gave of their own accord, begging us 
with much urging for the favor of 
participation in the support of the 
saints, and this, not as we had 
expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us by 
the will of God (2 Cor. 8:3–5).

• Hearts ablaze are made evident by 
those who give God their best 
(Malachi), who give in a way that 
reflects the extent of their forgiveness 
(woman), who give what costs 
(widow), and who give without self-
interest (Ananias) simply because 
they choose to.

How Hearts Ablaze Give

How God Responds to Hearts Ablaze!

• For the eyes of the Lord move to and 
fro throughout the earth that He may 
strongly support those whose heart is 
completely His (2 Chron. 16:9).

• Right now, in this very room, the Lord 
is looking for those with whom He will 
partner – they have hearts ablaze!


