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EPHESIANS
Never the Same

90 DAYS OF 
PREPARATION
Culminates on Dec. 27

A PORTRAIT OF GRACE
What does grace based giving look like?

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to 
you the grace of God which has been given 
in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great 
ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and 
their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality.

2 Cor. 8:1-5
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For I testify that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of their own 
accord, begging us with much urging for the 
favor of participation in the support of the 
saints, and this, not as we had expected, but 
they first gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us by the will of God (2 Cor. 8:1–5).

2 Cor. 8:1-5
Grace Giving - OBHOG

• The result defies the circumstances.

• They “gave of their own accord.”

• The givers beg for the “favor of 
participation.”

• This kind of giving begins with giving 
oneself as a first gift.

Prepare for grace giving
• Inventory God’s blessings.

• Freely and without delay, give your gift in 
response to God’s blessings.

• Make it clear to God that He alone is the 
cause of your blessings.

• Make it clear to God that He is the sole 
basis of your security.

You have not mentioned 
“tithing” – isn’t giving 10% of 
our income what God expects 
of us?
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Tithing?
• Bountiful, voluntary, cheerful giving is 
expressly commended (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 
one must do just as he has purposed in 
his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance 
for every good deed (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

Tithing?
• Bountiful, voluntary, cheerful giving is 
expressly commended (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

• Tithing is nowhere commended to God’s 
people in the NT.

• OT Tithing probably involved three tithes, 
the Levite tithe, the festival tithe, and the 
poor tithe.

“Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of 
the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord” (Lev. 27:30).

“To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given 
all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in 
return for their service which they perform, 
the service of the tent of meeting” (Num. 
18:21).

Levite Tithe
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“You shall surely tithe all the produce from 
what you sow, which comes out of the field 
every year. You shall eat in the presence of 
the Lord your God, at the place where He 
chooses to establish His name, the tithe of 
your grain, your new wine, your oil, and the 
firstborn of your herd and your flock, so 
that you may learn to fear the Lord your 
God always” (Deut. 14:22–23).

Festival Tithe

“At the end of every third year you shall 
bring out all the tithe of your produce in that 
year, and shall deposit it in your town. The 
Levite, because he has no portion or 
inheritance among you, and the alien, the 
orphan and the widow who are in your 
town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, 
in order that the Lord your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hand which you 
do” (Deut. 14:28–29).

Poor Tithe

Tithing?
• Bountiful, voluntary, cheerful giving is 
expressly commended (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

• Tithing is nowhere commended to God’s 
people in the NT.

• OT Tithing involved three tithes, the Levite 
tithe, the festival tithe, and the poor tithe.

• Tithes were but one of many forms of giving 
in the OT.

“But you shall seek the Lord at the place which 
the Lord your God will choose from all your 
tribes, to establish His name there for His 
dwelling, and there you shall come. There you 
shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, 
your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your 
votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the 
firstborn of your herd and of your flock. There 
also you and your households shall eat before 
the Lord your God, and rejoice in all your 
undertakings in which the Lord your God has 
blessed you” (Deut. 12:5–7).

OT Giving
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More Ways to Give
• Sabbath Rest (time and profit)
• Sabbath Land Rest (Ex. 23:10-11).
• Temple Tax (Neh. 10:32-33)
• Profit Sharing for Gleaners (Lev. 19:9-10)
• Building Fund Gifts (Ex. 25:1-2; 1 Chron. 
29:9)

• Costly Purchases (2 Sam. 24:24).

However, the king said to Araunah, “No, 
but I will surely buy it from you for a price, 
for I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord 
my God which cost me nothing.” So David 
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for 
fifty shekels of silver. David built there an 
altar to the Lord and offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings. Thus the Lord was 
moved by prayer for the land, and the 
plague was held back from Israel (2 Sam. 
24:24–25).

Costly Purchases

More Ways to Give
• Sabbath Rest (time and profit)
• Sabbath Land Rest (Ex. 23:10-11).
• Temple Tax (Neh. 10:32-33)
• Profit Sharing for Gleaners (Lev. 19:9-10)
• Building Fund Gifts (Ex. 25:1-2; 1 Chron. 
29:9)

• Costly Purchases (2 Sam. 24:24).
• Grand Dedications (1 Sam. 1:27-28)

“For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has 
given me my petition which I asked of Him. 
So I have also dedicated him to the Lord; 
as long as he lives he is dedicated to the 
Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there (1 
Sam. 1:27–28).

Grand Dedications
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Giving 10% of your income as 
a grace response is 
commendable.

Giving 10% of your income as 
a grace response is 
commendable. But giving 
10% of your income to fulfill 
an obligation can be a 
spiritual liability.

“Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of 
every week each one of you is to put aside 
and save, as he may prosper, so that no 
collections be made when I come.” (1 Cor. 
16:1–2).

NT Guidance

• Priority – “first day”

• Regular – “every week”

• Individual – “each one”

• Private Treasury – “put aside and save”

• Connected to Blessing – “as he may 
prosper”

• Planned, not last minute – “no collections 
be made when I come”

NT Guidance
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Prepare for grace giving
• Inventory God’s blessings regularly.

• Freely and without delay, give your gift in 
response to God’s blessings.

• Make it clear that God alone is the cause of 
your blessings / basis of your security.

• Put your gift into a private treasury 
dedicated to kingdom investment!

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each 
one must do just as he has purposed in 
his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance 
for every good deed (2 Cor. 9:6-8).


